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" ‘On the night of 13-14 June 1944; the leading elementn of the 981st F.d.

- 'Bn landed its "Long Toms" on "Utah Beach! in Normendy, France. The Bn was
_rushed into.position to support the VII Gorps in its first mission, the capture
of; the port of Cherbourg. From that date until the city fell the Bn gave gen- .

4s° the Corps nade its general advance, Dizy ¥2% was moved to the western sector
torgive the 9th Inf Div the support of their hard hitting "Toms", On June 29th
Btry "A" fired the last rounds of artillery in the attack ou the port when it
moved to the harbor's edge to fire point blank renge at the forts that were i
fivgt11l holding out, piercing the thick concrete walls and causing them to sur-
‘render in fifteen minutes. The Bn then turned its attention to the south and
. actlvely suported the VII Gorps when it broko through the German lines in the
= 8t Lo sector, 3, :

. &fter the nighty breskthrough, the Germans sttempted to cut our supp ly

i lines near Hortain, During the heavy buttle fought there, the Bn teamed up
~with other units of the VII Corps and successfully stopped the Germans, turning
then back in wild disorder. The persuit ucross Frence brought the Bn to the

©,. Fulelse pocket, where it wes engaged with the VII Corps and the British who

" "were coiing down from the North. '

© .. On Sept 4th the Bn entered Belgium where it went with the 9th Inf Div,

. Btry's "A" znd ®C® were employed on special missions with the Divisions combat
soobesns until the Meuse River was reached. Therc, at Dinant, the cntirce Bn

. supportced the Divisions crossing after forecing the fortrcss there to surrcnder.

" 4s the 9th Inf Div fanned out toward the Germen border, Baltery "B sup- .
. portcd the 3rd Armd Div in its drive to the Sicpfried Linc. It passcd through
itkc oulier decfonscs of the line ot Rotgen, Germany on 14 Scpt thercby being
“the. first BLong Tom's" to-cuber Germany,  In the meantine the romainder of the
~Bn was -¢ngaged in o mission unique in nilitery tactics, that of being dircct
support heavy .artillexry for the 9vi Inf biv Recon Troops thrust south.-of
Vervices, Belgiun... On 15 Sopt the .entire Bn was in position near Rotgen,

W the mighty battle for the Evrtgen Forest begun, During the lattor part -
of ;October and hzlf of Novenmber, the Bn was abbached to the V Gorps; and for
its outstunding work their received o comaendation from the Commanding General
of the Gorps 4rtillery. . On 23 Decomber the Bn was rushed with oor wnits

" VIT Corps to the Ardennes Seetor - where it fought tarougliout the entire
nter cenpaigh. The Bu was attachoed to the XVIII Corps (Airborne) for a

hort ‘period before moving back to the Hurtgen Forest .bo rejoin VII Gorpsa.
“Prior to the huge attack along the Roer River, the Bn supported the V Corps

in its drive on the upper Roer River Dams. The Danms teken, the Bn turned its
attention to the ri ver crossing st Duren where it provided direct support

for tne Corps Lnginecrs who built bridges there. : i

5 o-48 the VII Corps moved across the Cologne Plain, the Bn fought on the
"1cht side of the Corps supporting the 8th aind 104th Inf Divisions. During
G night 4-5 March 1945, the Bn fired over 500 rounds into Cologne which
Iped force the city tosurrender the next daye

“LotAfter crossing the Ruine River on %1 March thé Bn supported the 1lst Inf
tDivi.end laten the 8th Inf Div as thwy held the southern flank of the Rosc Poce~
wket. The pocket closed; the Bn mede a forued march of 120 miles to join the

- 104%h Inf Div-noving east with it holding the southern flank of the Hars HMoune
“Hains Pockets  The acxt move brought the Ba to the Saale River whero it played
e getive role in tiic eapture of Halle), 4s the wer in Burcve drew to:qm close
“ble Bnwias ot the Mulde ldver with the 1044k Inf Div sad on 25 Lpril 1945 the
#B;ttalion*s last rounds were fired, tlicreby cnding ten months of continous
veotbat- through  five eampiigns during which time 31,863 rownds werc fired. 11
~Offlcers, 85 Lnlisted Men wiore decorated sud 3 commendations wore received

S frow supporting units; The najor rivers crosscd in Fraiice, Belgiw: and Gernany

Jwercs tuc Sciney, Marne, 4isne dHeuse, Ourthe. Roer, Brft, Rhinc; Wesscr and Sallo,

siiteraThe. B was atticlied 16 the 179th; 211th, 18th 183th and the parent 147nd .
F& Growps thru verious phases of the Buropuuan Cuwipadpgu and aetively supported
bl cownd i et dbh; Ok, LOLEL Bl and Bth Infuntry Divisions. . whilc
working . under Lho Vs XVIT-4ba cnd perout VIL . Corpsa

eral support to the 4th Inf Div as it advanced up the east side of the peninsula.
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HLADQUARTERS JIHT} LEQTRY DIVIRION

hi By Oy 4 9

5 dJuly 1944
| SUSINOTA” Commnemtnbiin ‘ _
©T0 T Commmnding Orpiecs PClst Fedo Bne (thru channels)

‘ . The superior manner in which

TN e your org
o this divisioy tactically durin

;anization supported
& the drive rop Cherbourg, as well ag v
lhe splendid spirit of cooperation shown by membersg of your commnand ,

. has been noticed s0 widely by ( C my staff that I want
~to express my-sinccre‘appreciation3 and extend uy congratulations
“upon g job splendidly done,

M HEDY s e
Hzjor General, U,S.4.
Commanding ;

1st Imd,

United Staieéﬁirmy; IB'JﬁIyHl9ZZ;’“ T
TO¢ Commanding Officer, 981st #,4., Battalion, United States Army,
“ffi'_(THRUa Commanding Officer,;l??th Fod» Grow, United States Arny. )
. a pleasure to transmit this tribute to the 13
officers and men of the 9381st Fielg drtiller
add my congratulations to those ¢

i ,"Iﬁ is ine pere
~formance of the
I wish to

v Battalion,
“pressed Ly General Lddy.

Jo L&WTON GOLLIVG,
Vajor General, U.S. &rmy,
’ Gommanding
“nd Ind, | ‘
- hesdquarters, 179tx Fodo Grow, 890 230, .8, Aviy, 13 July 1944,
TOU0.0.5 981st T4, Bn | :

- Forwarded,

For the Comnanding Officers

li4ROLD W, SCHIMID
H GOLs » 17916 BU OB, §: Exnsoitive



“G*¢0u 6 - Commendatlon, 781lst Fi Bn. st Ind. T4/BRD/clu

hcadqudrters, lOAth Infantry bivision, APO-10L, T 8. army, 30 4pril 1945 5

GommdndlnU Ofilcer, 731st Fé Bn, 4P0 #307, U.S
hroubht

® Jmmy'

Conmandlng General, VII Corps, 4P0 #307, Us Ss arny.,
Thlu battdllon has buen out standi

L Ay in its combat functioning with this
fDiVlsion during the periods 7 to <8 F

curuary 1245 ‘and 31 March to @7 &pril 1945,

/s/ Terry illen -
/t{ TERRY 4LIEN
_ Major General,: U, army
Commandlng
20148 i e <nd Ind,
(27 ‘Gpr 45) 50y
hthqUaRfE“S VII ConPS, APO Sy 08, army, 9 lay 1945.

;;TO Commanalng OfilCLP, 931 Field artillery Battalion, 4PO <30, U. S,

Army;
"TnRU: Cornmandlnb General,

VII Corps artillery, APO 207; U.Sq army,
it with pleaqure that I note and i
“officers and ‘enlisted . personnel bascd upon

- from 3 &prll to: &7 4pril 194) whily
;Dlv1519n.__ ~

orward this commendation to you, your

their splendig performance of dut
Ris Jour command was attacned to the lO4th Infantry

Wy Iawton Collihs

/t/ 3. LaVTON GOILINS .
Licutenant General, U.3 Sedrny
Lommandlnﬂ
L Brd Luad »
"‘xlDQU}‘Liﬂ‘ L

SVILS CORPS. m‘f.’I’IILERl, A.L)O 30’7,

; Commandlng u;ilccr,
*_; (THRU. Gomnanding

Uus army, 10 May 1945,

981st Field irtillery
Officer, l4.dnd Field

‘ Forwarded blth pleasurb.

Batta¢lun, &PO 2305 '8 Army.
artillery Group, 4P0 230, U § Army)

/s/ W B Palmer
t/ W B P4LLMER - :
" Brigadier General, US irmy

: Commdndlng
1st Fa Bn 4th Ind. . 2 ;

HmDQU“RI‘EdS L&D FIELD uﬂ“ILLer.Y GO, 4PO 230,
b o:’"_-'f

xﬁhzoo.b-Commendatlon,

U. S. army, 13 May 1945.'

Commandlng Ofilccr, 9815t Fé Bdttallon, APO <3505 1, S. army.

 f It is Nlth dist

: 1nct pleasure and
ommondatlon.

angratulatlonS that I forward this
g /s/ Jerome F, Tthpsdn
/t/ JEROME F, THONPSON
7 : : Colonel, Fj
v b R i Commanding
S WG 200,64+ Commcndutlon, 9819t Fi Bny, 5th Ind, )
ﬂ;,HE“Dgu“RThﬁo 90181 Fa BN, aPQ #2430, U, S. army, 14 May 15

Uhlt Commandcrs, ?dlst Fa Bn. ] ; S = =

5 1 The record Cotablluhed by tuvﬂ unit when attached t
]QDiviaibn Wag only posgible throush the 24 homr alurtnoss of

Cwiall to exproay b0 such officer and enllstod man Ly

0 the 104th Infantry'
}Emannar uaoh pcrfo;ncd Llo battle duty.

vach individual, T .
appreciation for tho superlor B

/s/ Msrtin L, Groen : i
/t/ WARTIN L, GREEY . S
Lt Goly Fd . riiistin ui

s



HEADQUARTEAS
V CORPS ART ILLERY
APQ 305, U. S. Army

13 November 1344
- SUBJECTS  Commendation.

,‘;TO * t Commanding General, V Corps, 4P0 305, U.S. Army. -

el During the period 28 October 1944 to 10 November 1944 the 188th FA

- Group, under command of Colonel H, Burr Parker, with 981st and 172nd F4 Battaliong
- attached, were attached operationally to V Gorps Artillery by VOGG, VII Corps,

" .They were employed in general support of the operations of the 28th Infantry Dive
. dsion during the entire period, The promptness and excellence of their fires as

““well as the outstanding emcellence of their spirit of cooperation is worthy of
. commendation, ’ : ' "

- 0ot THis an additional pleasure to be able to commend this Group for its
“fine performance since both the Group and the 98lst FA Battalion were assigned

to the 76th FA Brizade throughout their training period. The Hq 76th FA Brigade
Was redesignated Hq V Corps Artillery early this year,

/s/ G. G. Helmick 2
t, Co Ge HLLMICK
Brigadier General, USA
: ' Commanding
{13 November 1944, )= Gommendation,
HEADQUAKTERS V CORPS, 4PO 305, 19 November 190,

T0t . Commanding Officer, 188th Field Artillery Group, (Thrug GG First U.S.4rmy)
?"  It gives me

“ great pleasure to note and transmt thig commendation for a task
well performed,

/sf Lo To Gerow

75/ L. To GERQW
Major General, U,S. Army,
Commanding " .

~2nd Ind, g e (o
“ ¥, AP0 230, 27 November 1944 %
'TCx'jCommanding Officer, 138th Field Artillery Group,

THRUY - Comnanding General, VII Corps.

,fojwflém'pleased-to note and forwafd this commendation for the outstanding
performance of duty of your-unit,

/s/ Courtney H. Hodges,
/4 COURINEY Ho HODGLS
Lisutenant Genersl, U.S, Army :
i Commanding - ‘ /2/.



201,52 3ed Tnd

v as
(13 Nov 44) g : :
- HRARQUARTRLS VI) CORPS, 2P0 307, U, o. drnygf Dee 1941, _
J;; 3 Toé Commangd. -~ “fficer, 188th Field Artillery»uroup, APO'ZBO, Ue So 4rmy,

‘*THRU& Commanding General, VII Corps drtillery, 4P0 S0t U9 4drmy,

It is with plieasure that I transmit this comnendation,

/8/  J. Lauton Colling 5
St o To . LAWTON. COLLINS
Major General, U, S, Arny,
Gommand ing
201,22 ik 4th Ind,
I3 Moy 4L ) i5i e ,
HEADQUARTERS 188TH‘FO&G GROUP, 4PO 230, U.§, Arny, 6 December 19444
TOs ?C»ommanding Ofi‘iCer, 931st Fod.

- Bn, AP0 230, U.8, army, o ‘

The Grouy Comnander notes with pleasury this commendation,
;_:;-‘ﬁ It is fully realized and gratefully acknowledged that without your -
splendid cooperation these results could not have been achieved. :

e Jf);,klfr,l'.'.’i?"‘-"‘u i fif'fRY BURR PARKER
: Golonel, Foi.
Companding

N e e e T b e R Ty

o HADQUAITERS L04TH TR 4 RY DIVISION ARTTLLR«Y
LA A &v:!._»:atn g B , L% é?O IO‘(‘, 5 U" S" ,f’i,,R,fyIY

27 &pril 1045

SUEJECTS -Gommendatibh;

- 4 Commanding Officer, 981 Field 4rtillery Battalion,

~:The 981 Field &rtillery Bat tached to the 104th Infantry .
Divigion ariillery during the perioq 3 =27 Gpril 1945, inelusive, During

‘the period of attochment 1t rarticipated in the Timberwc’” Division's unine
terrupted drive of 175 miles in 15 days from the PADLRZOIN area to the fast,
It include ; “TE Rivers, the outflanking of

d the crossing of the WFSER and &
ure of HALLE, BITTERFELID and DELITZ0H, and cule

the HARZ lountains, the capt
~Binated in the seigure of the Divisions agslgned objectives on the HMULLE

River,

o DL thle repid advansy Hhst o8 FD b Bt
and-timelywdisplacementsn General support mission
:c'with adequate commmications

A

lory Battalion made efficient
5 werc conbinually ‘aceomplighe
S and suppiy, Great versatality and ageressive«
al »- 88 evidencsd by the Doanner in which it ‘once

. a direc.tv»xinfantry-sugxpo:”t babtslion. Vutstanding
S darget mission,wagwphuédestrw sparning the MULDk

1 tction of the concrete bridge
Hiver ot BITY BEFELD & thereby cutting off cne of tle Germen etsape routes,

s I is with great pleasure that I comneng and
Jour excellent Suosport during the period of
desire»thatvyou conavey my thanks to
Artillery. Battalign fop
showing., i i

thank you ang Jorr unit for
your attachment to ug, It is my .
all officers end men of the WL Pleld -

thelr effortg in consributing to the duttalionls fine

787 Witer R voodward
7 We R WOODLD
Brigadier Generaly U.5; drmy
‘Gommanding
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