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COill'ANY C 

Company c, Ninth Infantry Regiment, First Erigaae 
eference: Adjutant General's Files 

Location·: Riverside , Riverside County 
Organtz·"d JanuarJ 31 1890 

econsti.tuted December 7, 1895 

N~e 
· James N. Keith, Captain 
Harry L. Twining, Firs~ Lieut. 

James N. Keith, Captain 
(reelected Feb. 8, 1892) 

Bradford llorse, First Lieut. 

3, 1890 
3 , 1890 

Dec. 21, 1891 

James N. Keith, Captain 
(reelected Jan. 22, 1894) 

Samuel R. Langworthy, i''irst Jan. 22, 189 
Lieutenant 

Activities: 

Jan. 

ssion 
o, 1890 

20, 1890 

, 1892 

eb. 7, 1894. 

Company C was organized in Riverside, Riverside County, January 3, 
1890, and attached to the Ninth Infantry Regiment, when it was 

ormed February 8, 1890. 

The first record of the acl,tivities of Company C, was on May 30, 
1890, when they participated in the Memorial Day celebration in 
Los Angeles. A large number of people thronged the principal 
streets of the city for fully an hour before the time set for 
the parade . Uany of the windo-,.s of the buildings along the line 
of march were crowded by ladies and children, who were deslrous 
of watching the veterans pass. The procession formed on South 
Main Street shortly bet:ore two o'clock, and marched down to the 

.ooo. 

ompany C, when the Ninth Infantry disbanded December 7, 189v, 
as redesignated Compar..y M, Third Battalion. Two days later , 

December 9, Company !':.! \"las designated Company M, Seve·J t~1 Infantry. 
Adjuta."lt General Report 1895-1896 , General Orders I~o. 17, 18, 
pages 86, 88. 
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\Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

Pica House, thence countermarching up Main to Spring as far as 
Fifth Street, whence it turned up to the pavillion and disbanded.* 

The next recorded activity of Company C was on December 16, 1890, 
:hen the un:Lt participated in the Corner Stone laying celebration 

of the State Insane Asylum at San Bernardino. Three trains carry­
ing wilitary companies, Knights Templai·, State Officers, Masons 
and invited guests, left Los Angeles ·for the asylum grounds. 
Thousands of people also Vlent in carriages to vti tness the cor·ner­
stoae ceremonies.. It r.as estimated that the asse::nblage on the 
rounds would number from 8,000 to 10 1 000 people.** 

n ~pril 24, 1891, Co;:npany C welcomed President Benjamin Harriso'n 
to Riverside. The presidential party was receivec with great 
enthusiasm. They left the train at Arlington Station, six miles 

lsta.nt and drove to tovm in flower-bedecked carriages, through 
a continuous lane of orange gro.ves and the celebrated ?..1agnolia 
Avenue. On reaching the high school, they were received by 
large crowd, including hundreds of children, with waving flags. 
A formal reception took place at the Glenwood Hotel, where the 
President was introduced by Governor H. H. Markham and made a 
short address. He was then escorted through the principal streets 
by a procession composed of Company C and civic organizations 
to the station where the special train was in waiting.*** 

Company C attended the encampment of the First Brigade at Santa 
Monica, from August 15 to 24, 1891. CaptaL"l J. J. 01 Cormell, of 
the F.1rst U.ai ted States Inf<:mtry, Inspector of the Cal?--fornia 
National Guard, made the following statement concerning the 
encampment. "T'ae personnel of the l-finth Infant.r·J is above 

par in military appearance, education and social stand­
ing. An intense military spirit actuates this fine 
regiment and a deep enthusiasm for \'lhatever pertains 
to the honorable profession of ru·ms, seems to pervade 
both officers and men. Thls encampment was devoted 
largely to reviews ~"1.d parades! which so far as my 
observation extended, were highly satisfactory in e.A­
ecution and far surpassed in excellence many witnessed 

.ooo. 
• *Los Angeles Herald, May 31, 1890, page 2, colt.l!Dll 1. 

Los Angeles Herald, December 16, 1890, page 7, colU!Ilil 2. 

' ***Los Angeles Heaa.ld, April 2·1:, 1891, page 2, colu..'ll!l 1. 

--2 ..... 



onti.nued) 

Activities: (continued) 

by me in other enca~pments. ~nile I do not consider 
that the efficiency of troops should be ceasured by 
their ability to stand, march and wheel with steadi­
nens and precision, yet if troops are in condition 
to make a creditable sho~ing on these ceremonious 
occasians, a similar standard of excellence will like­
ly prevail in more importa.."lt and urgent duties.' 

Co:;:pany· C was never able to mc.intain a high standard at target 
practice . In September 1891, at the annual target practice re-

\Ured by law, Compru1y C had two, second class and twenty, third 
class marksmen making a total of twenty-two qualified shooters 
in the company. This number of marksmen vra.s on a..."l average with 
the other un·i ts of the Ninth In1'antry, but was be lot: standard 
·hen compared with the National Guard as a whole 

On September 2, 1893, the city of Redla..'Ylds · was in a wild state 
of excitement over the threats of an organized committee which 
appeared in Chinatom1 and ordered the occupants of that quarter 
to depart at once. The tov.n v:as c.l::nost under martial lav;. 
ajor Frank C. Prescott, commanding the Second Battalion of the 

Ninth Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel L. S. Butler, Chief of Staff 
of the Brigade commander of Los Angeles and Lieutenant H. H. 
Sinclair, Ordinance Officer of the IUn th Info.n try, had their 
headquarters in the city and had three companies of the National 
Guard in their armories ready to be placed in the field . 
large quantity of ammunition h~d been issued and the troops 
could be placed iil the field i~ediately. Com.p.:ny C, of Hi ver­
side and Company E,of San Bernardinp, were the other companies 
under o.rms at their armories and arrangements had been perfected 
-whereby the7 could be transferred to Redlands, or the Redlands 
Guard could be landed at San Bernardino, should trouble occur 
there, which was not unlikely. 

The 01 ty Marshal had seventy men a:;.,.._..ed with double-barreled shot­
guns sworn in as deputies. Fifty of these were :patrolling China­
town, while the remainder were mou...."lted and covered the entire 
city. Sheriff Booth, accomp~1ied by a number of deputies, arrived 
from San Bernardino at six-thirty A. M., and was placed in commm1d 

.ooo. 

'-· *Adjutan~ General Report 1891-1892, page 168. 
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Activities: (continued) 

of the civil officers, doing ~11 in his power to protect the 
lives and property of th~ Chinamen should an attack be made. On 

- the night of September second, the Sheriff telegraphed the Gover~ 
nor that no demonstration against the Chinese had been attecpted 
at Redlands and that he h::- ·., notified the National Guard that he 
did not need their assistance.* The members of Company C were 
dismissed fro~n their armory. 

On ?t.ay 30, 1894, Conpany C journeyed to Los Angeles for the ob­
servance of Memorial Day. All ,places of business in Los Angeles 
ere closed and the city had the appear~1ce of Snnday, outside 

the limits of the parade. ThE\ pa.rade · formed on Seventh Street, 
the right resting on Main Street and at one-thirty o'clock, the 
procession moved toward the cemetery. The order lll ~hich t 
parade v;as :formed was as folloi'lS, the uniformed bodies of a~ 
appearing in full uniform: Platoon of Police, City Marshal Wilson 
in command; Riverside Ba."'ld, City Marshal C. T. Hice vnd aides; 
Company C, Ilinth Infantry J. N. Keith cor:u:aanding, Rive1·sid 
Cadets, undel' Sergeant Wiil Thompson and a number of other; city 

d civic organizations.** 

On .TUJ.!e 28, 1894, a .naticmwide railroad strike completely partt.­
lyzed the transportation facilities of' the State. For some un­

own reason, Comp&"'ly C ·and the other units of the Ninth Infantry 
ere not called into act.ive service. The United States Llarshal 

for the southern district made. a request upon General Thomas 11 . 
andlng the ~estern D~vision of t~e Regular ·Army, for 
at Los Angeles and six companies of Regulars unde 

comman<l of Colonel w. R. Shafter, were dispatched from San Fr 
cisco to the southern city, July second. The Regular troops ex­

.perienced little difficulty in the south and v;ithout l!teeting any 
serious resistance took possession of all railroad property in 
Los Ang jeles.*~"* 

.ooo. 

tockton Evening Mail, ptembe , 1893, page 8, colum."'1. 3 . 

, **Los Angeles Times, 'May 31, 1894, page 9 , column 4 . 

***For additional information, ref,c;r to National Guard and tne 
Railroad Strike.. Ad:1utant General's ---· 
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