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The N2 tional Guard co 1sis ts of regular enlisted 11iLLi tia bet~;een 
the ages of 18 and 45 years, end commissioned off~cers bet~een 
the ages of 21 c..nd 46. It i~ the best 1 Te:f-.red and com1Jonent 
part of the entire Dilltary establishment. 

The military history of this country dates back to the early 
colonial days in the ne~ ~orld. In 1774 the ~assachusetts 
Colonial Asseu,bly o.:;::r•oln ted a Com1ai ttee of Safety ·which organized 
the militia in the locality of Boston. The Secono Continental 
Congress (1775) provided for the orgcnization of the militia of 
the several colonies, 1 art of which a.greed to hold themselves in 
re&diness at minute's notice, thereby becoming the so-c2lled 
"M.Lnute Men ." Shortly c.fter tne battle of Lexington, the Con­
gress of Massachusetts resolved that 50,000 troops ~ere necessary 
and advised the several color~es to raise their proportion of 
this force, 13,600 being the quota to be raised in Masso.chusetts. 

The Continental Congress, in so far as organization and admiris­
tration of the wilitia ~as concerned, ~as almost entirely ad­
visory. Enlistments Kere for aJ.f roxirua tely three months and 
desertions ~ere extreuely numdrous. Of the 395,664 troops en­
rolled during the Revoluntionary ~jar, 164,0~7 ¥ere ~ilitia . 
Troops ~ere untrained, bnd the officers inexperienced. 

?\ c.. l 
:I 
-1 
~ 

The first ¥ederal ~ilitia La~ ~as enacted in 1792 and ~rovided 
for the enrollment for militc:ry duty of o.ble-bodied, white, male 
citizens bet~een ~6 and 45 yea~s of age. No coill.ensation ~rs 
offered but e. ch militia P.Jan w& s ex ected to J:1 rovide hLuself _., ~ 
with a good musket. No active Federol control w&.s conte1.1plc ted 0 <- ~ 
and no Federal financial aid provided before ~clv8. For over c :_~UI 
100 years after the revolution, there v.a.s pr&c tically no devel- ~ ..J 
o1:ment of the .uili tic:. There y.,as no cooperation betv.een the t" 
regular army and Stdte troops until about 18~0. In 1880 ~200,0JO 
~as voted by Congress for the militia. Ttis continued until lo~7 
when it was increased to ~400,000 ye[ rly. From 1900 to 1-=.,06, 
~1,000,000 was voted, ~nd at present a~propriations are about 
f3l,OuO,OOO. 

In the Spanish War , tne iliil itia consisted of ~bout 1,600 coc­
~anies informally grouped, in so~e insta~ces, into b~ttaliors, 
regiments and briLades. Tne origin of the 1 rebent N~tional Guard 
dates from the Dick Bill of l '703 , v.hereby the mill tic. was off i­
cially desi~LEted the Org~nized .llitia of t he United States. 
The bill provided for: orLe ni~~a tion, &rmament and d isc::.."',lL1e to 
be the same as in tne rcbular army; it authorized tne Secret&ry 
of 'NE•r to issue at Fede1·el expense ;:mmunition andsUpJ)lies rro­
vided for the regule.r Elrmy; it ::.rovided for regule: r inspection s 
by re~~lar rrmy officers and re~ul8r returns b) State Adjutant 
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Genefals, it provided for participation of the militia in joint 
manoeuvres ~ith regulEr ~rmy &nd for Iay , subsistence end trans­
portation during such activities . State enc~m~ments for training 
~ere provided for, regular army officers were sent to the States 
as instructors, and other important improvements in orgFnization 
were provided . The Division of Military Affairs in the 'Nar 
Dep~rtment, ~ith a regu~ar army officer as chief, was inaugurated. 
the divisional tlan of organization vas adopted in 1913 and 
furtner Federal aid and co-operEtion were embodied in the 
National Defense Act of June 3, 1916. 

On August 5, 1917, all of the National Guard to which Federal 
recognition had been extended became part of th~ army of the 
United St<:t tes. 'fhe~e troops consisted of 1~, 115 office -s and 
336,954 enlisted men, and ~ere or~anized into 16 divibions which 
were sent to various c~mrs thro~ghout the country for further 
training and development for use during tne World ~ar. By the 
Act of June 4, 1920, the Nbtional Guard ~as reorgan~zed, and pro­
vision made for the ~reservction of names, records and flags of 
former National Guard organizeticns that had served in the World 
~ar, and for the establish~ent of the Mi:itia BureDu of the War 
Departrr.ent. This law fur-tcler provided for equipment and training·, 
and for the employment of the National Guard by draft into the 
service of the United States in national emergencies. 

The authorized strength of the National Guard was fixed at 200 
enlisted men for eacn senator and repre3entative in Congress 
and a number to be deter . ined by the president for each terri­
tory and the District of Columbia; this number to be increased 
each year after 1920 in the proi·Ortion of not less than 50~~ 
until the total peEce strength of not less than 800 enlisted 
men of each senator and representative in Congress should hc.ve 
been reached. This now l•rovides for a force of about /~3 5, 800. 

In 1922 the Naticnal Guard ~as to be limited to 250,000, but 
current ap ropriations were sufficient for tne mai~tenance of 
only l8b,JGO, ~llich couJrise 18 infantry uivision.s, four cavalry 
divi~ions, certain coast defe~sP corps and army troo~s, General 
Headquarters and Auxili~ry units. In generrl, two d~visions of 
infantry have been enlisted, personnel is obt~ined by recruiting 
agencies under State control. Originhl enlistments are for three 
years, subse4uent enlistments being for one year. 

The National Guhrd when not in Federal service is under comm~nd 
of the governcr of eacn Sto te. T;,'hile r,ot in the service of the 
United States it is governed by National Gu&rd regvlations. 
'The .Militia Bur-eau, under the direction of the Secretary of V!ar. 
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is charged ~ith the general administration of N&tional Guard 
affairs . It is inspected by regulc=r :::.rmy officers to determine 
rederal recognition and ccnse~uent Feder~l financial aid . Annual 
armory and field inspections are required . State funds amounting 
to about ~ll , 0UO , OOO provide for the State administration of the 
Ja tional Gunrd <:md SUf- J.,ler:Jent the r•ay of officers and men v.hich 

i s provided by the l''ederal Government . In t;enerr.l , the United 
States appropriates about <ttJ . OO where the States a1 1 ropriate 
about ~1.00 . The cost of each enlisted man in the National Guard 
is approximately ~~30.00 a year . 

Officers and men in the Na tional Guard receive one day ' s p&y on 
a re,;;ulcr army basis for each drill period attended by 50% of 
the enlisted and 60~[ of the officer 1ersonnel and for each day 
of practical training in ca~p. Officers of the Nrtlonal Gurrd 
are eligible for detail as students at the general and s~ecial 
service schools of the army . 

N2tional GuFrd troops illay be employed (1) a~ State troops under 
State control; (~) by the Federal Governrnent under call into the 
Government service under constitutional provisions to execute 
the la~s of the Union , su~~ress insurrection and re~el invasion ; 
(3) by draft into the }ederal service as ~art cf the army of tne 
United States . A "cal~" into the service of the United States 
is issued by the Pre~ident in certain specifically defined emer­
gencits . It may te issued when troops are re~uired for soue 
specific purpose , or it may be a warning order preliminary to a 
procedure kno¥n as a ''draft" . A "draft " is a procedure adopted by 
the President to taKe into the military service of the nation , 
as a component of tne army for service during the war or in En 
emergency, a Jart or all of the National Guard ~hen Corgress shall 
srecifical~&utnorize for any particula.r emertency the use of 
armed land forces in excess of the regular ar~y . As a result of 
t~is act (drc=ft) , the Nbtional Guard is divested of its militia 
character and beco~es a federal force ~ithout allegiance to btate 
authorities. 

At pre~ent tne N~tlonal GuErd is a very imro-tant institution 
of every State . In 1927 no less than 17 States cry~led out their 
National GuDrd in local emergencies , sucn as the Mississi;ri 
floods and the Florida hurricane; and these crises have ~roved 
tnese troops to be a reliable force , and h~ve earned it the werm 
su~rort of the States . Althou h 1 roficiency varies ~ith local 
conditions soille N~tional Guard unite ~ith a short · ~riod of com­
bined ~.ra..inin6 would make first class coJ..Jbe: t troops . 

V.'hen drafted into the Fede: al Service the Nctio.'lal Guard becomes 
an integral part of the t,J ni ted States Army , sub .. ect in all 

-3-



(Cont. ) 

respects to the sa~e rules and regulations . It serves for the 
duret i on of tbe emergency , after which it reverts to State co1trol . 
As an indication of the incre~sed re~iance placed upon thi s force 
as an asset in the na t ional defense , one m&y co~I ·c.t re the C' ppropri­
at i on of Ol , OOO, Ou0 for l9u0 ~ith the following : 

Year 
1919 
19~0 
1921 
1927 

.Appropriation 
~ 6 , 650 , 150 

1.3 ' lt$t.' 791 
~b , ou;;:: , sti;;:: 

30 , 879 , ::::5..:: 

ctrength 
37 , 210 
56 , 090 

113 , 6LO 
. 1~1 , lh.~ 

In 19~7 the Grief of the Militia Bureau re1orted ; "it i.s evi c.ently 
the intent of Cong r ess , and all nar Depf r tmen t rl2ns and policies 
bear it out , th2t the Na t ion<1l Gu~tra is to be used as first line 
troops sub..,ect to ca l l at the same time as the re gular ormy ." 

THE NATIONAL GUARD OF CALIFORNIA 

1ne need for an organized State mil i tia in the St ate of Calif­
ornia goes back to the very birtn of the State itself . It is 
summar·ily paradoxical th ~ t the immediate need for a State militia 
was brought about by t he lewlessness of an out-of- state military 
company , n~mely the N~~ Yo rk Volunteers . lhe ~emorbble year of 
18k9 i n Cal iforni a brought with it Rl: tne vi llany that goes hand 
i n hana ~i t11 tre discovery of "Gold .V Thls corr~ 1 tion first 
a,11eared in the habiliments of charity . The delec t bble troop of 
New York Volunteers , re~nants of a co.Ji&ny of men en~aged in the 
Mexican WPr , were made up to a great e~tent of riff- raff of 
eastern cities . Of no val ue at home t.1ey were broub~t here at 
the public expense to fight Mexicans or Californians; wnich being 
found unnecessary Bfter their arrival , the company \as d~sbanded . 
Having no occup~tion and adverse to ~abor , many of tnem fell b~cK 
on their old past- time of pilfering . 

Criminal intent does not aJ:. pear to be a part of t :ueir origi rJal 
purpose. Some of t Lem had been ern1loyed by tne alcades cE. r ryinc; 
out the ends of justice . tt first many of them engaged in vrrious 
occupations , such as mining, blacksm:thing~ hotel and saloon ~eep­
L1g . But they were not luno content to v.·ork for t ha t wnich they 
could more easily steal . One of t .• eir fun de: men tal rinc iples , 
r racticed before it was formulated , and the first and broadest 
rl2nk in their pla tfurl!l , wc.s th .: t otr•ers sh,,uld feed and clothe 
them . The v;orkiq; reen uf c c:.:ifornic , t ne honest and indu~triou"" , 

-4-
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should furri:sh them shelter, ~ith strong drink and tobacco, and 
other luxurie""'. In return for w'1ich ~upport, did California de-
sire the interloping 11 \..Jree.sers 11 o.nnihilc..ted, they "were the boys 
to do it. 11 ~hatever their intentions were originally, el~ments 
as these joined under such conditions could not lon~ exist with­
out evil results. Soon it was understood that lawlessnes~ and 
crime were the irimary pur~ose of the association and by the 
pring of 18~9, subordinate societies with a common grip end 

password were scattered throughout the entire mining district of 
California. 

As ,ai:::>ght be expected, the "Hounds, 11 ~. s these ruffians were c8lled 
directed their early attention to politics. 'rhe "Hounds" mc..de 
their -ieadquerters in a l&rge tent, l.s.ter knov.n cS Tmnwany Hc:ll, 
standing now where Co~u~rcial Street crosses Kearny. At this lo­
cation they v.ould brl1g their spoils taken at ni nt, and there 
eat and drinK, and sleei• throughout the day. 'l'.his association 
became more forward in their undertakings and ~ith increasing 
numbers, they began to,,;ard the end of their career, first to inti.,J­
idate, then to assault and finally to try open robbery and murder. 
There \as one v ay which these 11 HoLrrlSf' v,ere of service to society. 
fhey were always ready to serve as JUrors. They were also ~ood 
\\i tnesses, ready to testify in the direction they would be 1:aid. 
They ;~ere good to drive s~ua t ters off the land or rign tful ov,ners, 
it made no difference to them in v.hom title was vested. They 
~ere used at the polls on election day, voting early and rrevent­
ing others from votin~, and guarded ti1e ball~t box in the evening 
while it was being stuffed. If anyone desired a house fired, a 
man beaten or a murder do e, they ~ere alw~ys at hand to serve 
one for a liberal co tsideration. 

·ith increased nuiJbers and opportunities, the Hound .Association 
ut on n~w dignaties. They changed their naille to that of the 

"San .r·ranci~co Society of heguiators, 11 and organized end officered 
their body after the usual reo~ectable Jodel~ . That affairs 
needed regulation iaS c~early apparent, and the indifferePce of 
the business man to this condition caused tne loafing element to 
' ssume ttJis duty. to the benef..:..ts offered by tlle "Hounds" in 
associatinz, the Hegul~tors aaded political fbvors and \,ere v.i:l­
ing to carry out the "burden of govern~ent 11 for the Aweric&n 
peo1le. An initiation fee of ten dol:ars ~as ~aid on entering 
r..nd lr. return each member was to be cared for in sickness, Jup­
ported when penniles s, 6nd extricated fro~ any tr0uble whi ch by 
cha r, ce he mieht f< ·ll into. No c~ualificrtion as to character wa.s 
reCj_uisi te to me .. . bersni1 , except tf1 - t it shou:d not be "pa .Lnfu:...ly 
bright. 11 The declared ,t.;r incip ~es of the associ<:. tion were origi -
nally easy and .t'ree eno·J '"" ' , drtri L' ""c t i \. • ~ • t' y L•· t- 1 1... r 1- .sc 
every day. 
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For five or six months until about the middle of JuiJ, this band 
of ruffians exercised their terrorism over the communitJ. Sa~uel 
Roberts, their ch:ef, nor~ed this or~ [ nization up to such ~ state 
of efflcLency thc>t soon the entire city v,as lc.id under contribu­
tion. The .. neJ'lbers of this soc.Le ty considered ther:1sel ves as 1mb­
li(' servants, and in consequence the 1 ublic should su, 1)ort tnP.r..1, 
and that they should pay no bills. It ~as during this period 
that the mines opened up in Co -._ifor!lia c nd tuere has a s tro.ng 
feeling a~ainst the Mexlc2ns and Chiieans. The "fegulator~ ' de­
cided to drive all Spo.nish-Arneric ::, ns from San Francisco just as 
they vvere beint; driven from the mihes. Therefore, dur:ug the 
entire ~fternoon and evening of July 15, lb49, ~nd all through 
the r_.ight until the follo~'ling mornin5, these ruffLans continued 
their viilainies without L1 terfere•1ce i'ro1n officer or ci tlzen. 
Their operat~ons exterled to all pFrts of the City where a Chil­
ean tent could be found. These wen made no 2tte.npt to cover their 
criJes as there vas nothing to fear. The law was powerless; there 
~as no police; t~e alcade did not interfere; tne sheriff ~as a 
member of the c. <u g. 

This outrage of the RegulRtors was not an ordin: ry riot, but 
~as a .. ell-planned conspiracy against a "peaceable and _e~ce­
lovin~ com~u~ity.n Under the existing ~a~s of the United States, 
forel~;ners had the same rignts in C&lifor'1ia as Ar.;Jerican citizens, 
and to injure them in such a mannPr as the "Hounds" h&d was in 
the .i1ighes t degree cr imin&l. Not t'r·1at the Chi .Leans as a class in 
society were considered highly, but foreit:;ners were humc.n be ir1 , s, 
and PS such WPre entitled to n~mane treatment. Young San Frctn­
cisco became fairly aroused. Its citizens rallied to help "down­
trodden JUStice and swore perpetual divorce from .L·ublic villainy." 
It v&s dec:ded th t lt would be necessary to re~ul&te the "~e gul­
lators." On Monday wor~ing fol~owing Sunday's outr&ges, at the 
corner of Clay and 711ontgoi;Jery Streets, Sameul Brc1nna:.L mounted a 
barrel and addressed the people. After the speakins ~as finisned, 
the people thHt were collected formed themselves into f lur ca1-
l1anies of one huudred men, each ~n ~ charge of a C& .. tain. Lots 
were drawn by the Captains to det~rill:ne which com~any ~hould first 
stand guard, the duty being to watch the City and hunt the "Hounds." 

The de5ire of law abiding citizens wishing an orderly and peace­
ful community gav~ the incentive ~hich promulg&ted the formation 
of volunteer rnili tia comranies. f1..fter the Cctptur e, trial and · 
ex;;ulsion of the "Hounds" from SHn Fr8ncisco in l349, a number 
of 1.)rominen t ci tlzeYis rl rc'lC ~ng a recur re ... ce of similar activities, 
conceived t.O.e idea of organlz L r~g a 1 er r1anent volu 1 teer corn11any, 

,.... ;., nd on July ~- 7, 1849, the first cou1:a ey of militia ~as forr.1ed. 
rhe company vvas cal_ed tne "First Cc.:~ifornia Guard, Lig"lt Artillery, 11 

and was equi.: .. ed as Inf;::m tr .;- ·) Some ye':li'S later trleJ- secured four 
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brass cannons, two 
joined t~e COillJ&ny 
as their Captain. 
i.ng ,r-~reamble: 

six irch and t~o twelve inch. Forty-one men 
the first night and elected Henry M. Naglee 
The ne~ly elPcted members signed the follow-

"~~ the undersig~ed, do hereby form our­
selv8S into an associPtion under the style 
and n~me First Ca~i[ornia Guara, and for the 
good of the 60Vernment thereof h ~ ve ado~ ted 
a Constitution and By-L~~s for ~uJ -- ort of 
nich ~e mutually pledge ourselves." 

I'here V1&S no sui table room for tne armory c:md those 'hho orgc..n­
ized the comrany &rnong themselves built an armory at the cor­
ner of Dupont and Jackson Streets. This building vas destroyed 
by fire in 185C; rebu~lt and destroyed d ~ain by fire in 1851. 

~~his organization supported itself entirely vithout outside a id, 
and received no encourage~ent from the public. 

' Ho~ever, volunteer military co~;anies ~ere encouraged in 1850 
~hen the first Legislature which asse~bled in San Jose, Airil 
fourth, enacted the California ~ilitia La~ based on the N&tional 
Militia Law enacted by Co~gress in 179~. The la% made com~ulsory 
without compensetion tne enrollment and ~erfor~ance of duty by 
every able-bodied citizen bet~een the ages of 18 and ~5, and 
re4uired that such citizens ~rovide at their own ex1. ense a good 
~usket~ Following is an outline of the rrinciples which are 
concerned in the Militar) Act of 1850 for the State of California: 

Who subject to ~ilitary duty 

Exemptions 

Proof of exem ntion 

~ilitia and volunteers to cor1sist of four division 
and eight brigades 

l.::t division 
..::: .t1d di vi,:,ion 
Jrd divi.sion 
4th division 

lst brigade of lst division 
2nd bri~ade of lst divi~ion 
1st brioade of 2nd 0ivislon 
2nd brigade of 2nd ~ivision 
lst brlg2de of Jrd division 
~nd brigade of Jrd division 
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Gov rnor Couillander-in-Cnief 

Governor to 2~point t~o aides-de-camp 

Leeislature to elect four MaJor uenerals and eight 
Brigadier Generals 

Officers, exce;t commanders to be co~~issioned by 
Governor 

Other officers to be comn:issloned by Governor 

Adjutant Gener~l's Office, .here to be Kept 

Duties of the AdJutant General 

At~o~ntment of succe~sor in case of vacancy 

To rerort annual:y to Governor ~s specifi~d 

Adjutant General to deliver documents to ~ucce~sor 

Adjutant General's salary 

~uartermrster General's Off~ce, ~here to be ~e~t 

~uartermaEter General to ~ive bond for the cerform­
mance of duties 

~u£rterm&ster 10t to leave that btate 

~uart0rmaster v~c~ncy in office , hoTI su~plied 

~uartsrmaster to report annually to (d;overnor as 
specified 

~u&rtermaster may hire building for deposit of 
arms, etc. 

~uarter~aster's duty at expiration of terill of office 

~uarter~aster to issue ar~s to volunteer companies, 
etc. 

~uart2rmaster's sa~ar 

Commutr .tion for MilitE,ry Duty 
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Commissions, fees and fines to COilbtitute military 
fund 

Fine for non-payment of co~~isslon fee 

Recovery and application of fines 

County to ~ue for exemption tax, and justices to 
enter judg~ent for penalties 

Exenption tax of minors 

bheriffs of counties to hand lists of defaulters in 
payment of exemption to County Attorneys 

Allowance to County Attorney for suing 

County Assessors to make a dist i nct list of nersons 
subject to Military Duty 

Copy of list to be sent to Addut~nt General 

Certified co ies of such lists ~ith amount for which 
each , 'erson is liab:e, to be furnished to County 
Treasurer 

Co~.ensation to County Assessors 

County Treasurers to be col-ectors of militia 
exemption fund 

County Treasurer to report annually to coillptrol:er 
as srecified 

County Treasurer to pay r."lili ta ry fund to Payrna s ter 
General 

Ap1lication of illilit&ry fund 

Comptroller to dir2ct Cou~ty Treasurers to pay 
moneys to PEym&ster General 

P~y~aster General to ~ive recei 2t for moneys paid 
to him 

Com~troller to keep a separ~te set of books for 
entries srecified 

Warrants to Pcymaster General for l::'ayment of sv.laries 
to ~ilitFry officers 
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co~Jtrol:er to re~ort annually to Governor as 
SJeCified 

State Treasurer to be Paymaster General 

~ilitary fund to be kept separate 

Separate set of books for miiitary fund 

Warrants to be paid fro~ ~ilitary fund 

Peyma3ter Gener~l to report to Governor annually 
as s J'ecified 

Incidental expenses, how ordered to be paid 

lilitia and volunteers may be ordered out, in case 
of w8r , insurrection ~nd etc. 

Order to state ~.hether to ap,ear "'i rrned , etc. 

Sheriff to give notice of order 

Manner in which order is to be obeyed 

Penalty for neglecting order 

Sheriff to raise from militia number of men mentioned 
in order 

~nen sufficient men volunteer to fill re~uisition 
of order, Sneriff to proceed ~ith them to rlace 
indicated by order 

~hen sufficient men do not volunteer, Sheriff to draw 
to rnPke number required 

Pene~ty for refusi~g to obey Sheriff 

Militi? and volunteers so called into service to be 
organized into companies, battalions, reginents, and 
brigades 

It ~as imperative that ca:ifornia have military lrotection as 
during the period of her eerly statenood, this state ves faced 
with several uni~ue and hazardous situations. 

In the first ~:ace Ca_ifornia in the early days was in an isolated 
and defenseless position--an extreme oqtpost of tne Renublic 
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with an extended unfortified co2st . The state was situated a 
great distance frotn the National capi tal and from sister states , 
by 3 distrance of tnousands ofmiles ··nd by range of .... aounta.ins 
often i mpassable . Secondi~ soille portions of the state were 
constantly ex;osed to hostile Indians v~o ) lundered the settler ' s 
roperty , bur~ed their ho~es and drove tnem from their far~s 

and mininb gr.;unds . T:1e po.i.nt -v'.as reac.1ed when tnere v.as but 
one al terna ti ve left , to wage war of exter:nim ti ·on aga ~ ... s t t he 
I ndians . I f not the ~~: te ~an would be for ced to abandon the 
large and ] redu c tive l2nd from w~ ich thousanas of Americens 
had obtained a plentiful living for the t-est fe\. years . As the 
policy of the Federal government ~auld not rermit increas i ng tne 
Regulars beyond a for ce simply sufficient to carry i~to effect 
the necessary police re~ulations uron tne Indian fr Jntier , it 
auld , therefore , seem Justifiable in the libh t of t~e 8bove 

f·' c ts tnat tne Federel Government should rei:nburse tne Stc--te 
for all expenses incurred ~nerever it ~as deemed ne cess. r y to 
call out the Strte ~ilitia for service in protecting t~e State 
frontier froill attacAS by hostile Indians . C&liforn~~ wa s f~ced 
by a third L ec~liar situation , and to meet such e co~diti ~n 
needed military protection . The State ~as conposed of a heter­
ogeneous .. o ulation ~nich gave rise to mobs , riots , and violent 
a nd unlawful acts , and ca: i f ornia re~ ired ~"re force than could 
be exerted by civil autnoritie~ t o maintain order and enforce 
obedience of the la~ . The existence of a WPll- organized Vol ­
unteer Co. , any at a scene of dlstrub2nce cou- d do ~uch to 
intimidate the rioters . \vhere t1ere is a • .nixed 1 o ... ulG..tion 
liable to be divided upon all political. ~uestions , ~hich might 
affect or disturb the repose of tn€ govermment through insur­
rection and rebel~ion , a mi~ita ry organization is of vital · 
i ... portance . 

'fhe i ru 1 :erfec t ness of the ec..rly military system was not due to 
the fault of tne State Military De~a rtment alone . To render a 
militia effective , a mutual interest must be developed betv';een 
the soldier . and the government . ~henever the 6 over~ment sustains 
the soldier , the =oldier may al:o be re:ied u1on to defend the 
government . In the early d2ys, no .. ever , tne soldi er V~<as never 
sustained or encouraged by the boverncent; ~as never re6 ~rded 
a.s a di stinc t and essent ial department of the government of the 
State . It was rea.ized by the founders of the State that a 
citizen soldiery pro1.er~y organized would be the most reliable 
organization to defend and u 1 hold the law and sovereignty . 
However , there were many obstac~es thEt confronted the young 
State during its infancy , and inste&d of receivi~g encourage -
ment frqrn the government , the err y L<:> : islatur.-:>s ,.:c.de deter.:nined 
efforts to brea~ down the militia by ridicul~ng those enrolled 
under it , and by deriding it as a useless and ex,e - sive arp endage . 
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The early statesmen seemed to overlook the face tl~t a militia 
system was i~perative to the State ; that the Constitution re­
quires it , and the general government imposes it , and rublic 
interest de~anas it . 

The Federal Government took no active .cor-+; in the control of 
the militia , and it ~ai develoied es a separate ar~y in eEch 
s t8 te . To organize a com1 any under tne ca::..iforYJia Ste te Lc.v<. , 
it vc:~.s necessary that the number of citizens deslr.:rg to form 
a company make a~plication to the Judge of the County Court . 
The Judge ~ou:d then designate a person to open a book and 
enter the na,nes of all persons between the ae,es of eighteen 
and forty-five , ~ho ~ere able to perfor~ milit~ry service or 
duty and desired to join tne cor.1pany . V,'hen the rec.uired nut.Jber 
of persons had re 6 idtered , it ~as the duty of the persons so 
appointed to call a ~eetin6 for the pur~ose of electin6 officers 
and non-coi'lc.Jissioned officers . The Captain of the com:t 'any v.:as 
per~itted to Rppoint the co~~a ny ~sicians only . A ~reclamation 
announcing the formation of the Com.any \,as then issued by bin , 
and return made to the Adjutant General . The officers ~ere 
co~missioned by the Governor and each officer _ald five Jol~ars 
for his con~ission . 

The law fixed tne numerical strength of the State :i:ilitia com­
panies as : one Ce:1 ~..,ta :..n , one First Lieu tenant , tv.: a Second Lieu­
tenants , four Sergeants , one Drun~er , one Fifer , and not less 
than fifty , or more than one hundred Priv2tes . The companies 
were to be e'-,_ulpped in the same 1nanner as sLnilar corps in the 
United States Ar:ny . The 2 rms and accoutreuen ts were is sued b:r 
the State froHl tne allotrnent received by the Federal Gove r nment , 
and the comp&ny co:nmander was re~...._uired to file a. bond wi t.1 tne 
Adjutant General . Other than t is no State or Federal a.:d was 
extended to these co~panies and members furnished thei r own 
uniforms . Other expenses ~ ere met from dues and assessuents . 
Merf!bet s , otner than the officers , were not rel-:l.uired to to..h.e an 
oath of enlist:uent and could vithdraw , except when under call 
by the governor , at ~ill . The only 1 aper work required vas 
the forwarding of a r.1uster Roll se.Ji - a .nual:..y to the AdJuta"t 
General . These comi-'anles v.ere subJect to cc::.llby the Governor 
and , in cEse of neglect , or refusal . individuals were liable 
to a fine of not less than five hundred dollars for officers , 
and tw\0 hundred do-lars each for members • 

.dlr.ny chc:nges 'iVfire .::nade in tne Law of lc5J dur lng the s.:xth 
session of the State Legislature ~hlch ~tt at Sacramento in 
1855 . Under 16~ , as changed , all free able-bodied ~h.lte ~ale 
citizens be tv.een tne a.;es of e L_.h teen and forty-f l ve \';ere re­
quired to be enrol~ed and were made subject to Military Duty . 
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The Stc>te was divided into ..;,ix aivisions , each of v:nich ·:as 
co:urnanded by a Major Gene rol, e~ ch di vi~i-Yl was di vidPd .:.n to 
two brigades and each brigade v,<......;, commanded by a Brigedier 
General . It was the duty of thf'Cbunty Ps!:>essor to rre t are 
annually a roll of all tne Militi2 who ~ere not enro:led in 
the independent comJ.·anies and furnish "' certified co, y tt1e;reof 
to the Brigadier General concerned . Al~ ~ersons subJect to 
Ml:;_i ta ry LEw who were not members of indel'enden t com1,c.nies , 
v.ere assessed annu&.-ly the sum of tv,e:n ty-fi ve cents as a uil i­
thry tax . Six cents of tnis tax "as reta:ned as a fee and the 
bal~nce for~arded to tne Ethte Treasury for deposit to the 
military fund . This fund ~as mana~ed by ~ board of Military 
.tuditors. 

By 1860 , there v~ as a total of sixty- four mil t.I.ary com:•cnies in 
tne Stat~ ~ith a member~hip of tnree thousand officers and 
members. Tl· ese compa.>1ie~ v1ere C:l~sicned to brigades and the 
office personnel consisted of six ~aJar Ge~erEl~ , e:;.even Briga­
dier Gener 1~ , twenty- one ColoneJ..s , tnirt~-six .. c- ..,cr!:> , ond two 
hundred and eibhty-eign t Cap tE.ins , nd Lieutenants . L&CL com-
11ony bore a distinctive name . The .:.iX compc..nie5 l.occ:ted in 
Los Angeles were nam~d as follo~s : Los Angele~ Gurrd , Lc-nceros 
de Los An~eles , Southern R~f~es , City Gu&rd of Los Jngeles, and 
etc . Some of the names ~iven the fourteen cowp2nies ~ocated in 
ban Fr~ncisco were : National Guard , ~arion Rifle , City Gubrd. 
of San Fre.ncisco , First California Guard , BlccA Hussars , etc. 
Comfan:es organized ~n other sections of the State ~ere sirui ­
lrrly named , and ~ere located in the mining to~ns , of Sonorc.. , 
Dov:nieville , Columbic.. , Nevada City , ~a Porte , CoJ.o.~:a , Poverty 
Bar , Hnd t.1e Goodyear Bar . 

lany of the Ma..,or Brigadier Generals were prominent men , a 
great number of ~hom later bec~me outst&ndinc fi~ures in ca:if­
orn.I.a &nd United States history . A~on~ these ~ere MaJor Gcnrral 
W. T. Sh~rm~n , 1:ho at one time com~rnd~d the Second Division; 
John A. Sutter , tne Fifth Division : ~2Jor General Henry W. 
R~lleck and oti1er~ . 

The militie comran~es wer·e organi~ed in mcst cases to preserve 
law and order and to protect tne tov.ns from at tacks by the 
Indians , as the Fec.eral force~ vvere not adeq_ua te for this J-IUI'po;;,e ; 
and a1. tLout,h the early independent con.1yan:.es were r_)ure.:...y vo:.­
unteer forces bearing no arms and net participLt ~nG in active 
duty , they created an element of ~o~er throu~h which order ~~s 
mainta_ned , and irotection afforded the citizens when all civil 
force had fe: iled . As e&.r'.:..y as Decewber lb54 , the State r,~ili tia 
had m<.:de a great ueal of .f.roc;ress . The dlsciL.)ll.ne c:md .::.1ili tc;:.ry 
skill disolajed by the volunteer corps ~as such as to render 
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them effective and useful in cases of emergency . The~e volun­
teer companie~ bec&~e a rride to tne ~eople and an ornament to 
tne young State of c~~iforni&. The prod, tness and energy ~ith 
which the c~tizens of the State responded in organizin5 them­
selves into active military co~panies, pre~~red to do effective 
duty in defenaing the lives and pro~erty of the people, gave 
California protection and Der sovereignty had nothing to fear. 
In 1866 the St&teLegi~lature :·assed a law whereby the organ­
ized uniformed troo.s of the State were designated as the 
Nationai Gubrd of California. 

It was nece~~ary for California considering the peculiEr ele­
ments of her locetion &na her heterogeneous populEtion to 
establish the only "auxili~ry dependence off free goveJ·ne~tn," 
a militia force com~osed of its best c:tizens, } ! erf~ct and com­
plete in its system, sufficiently ~uarded by ~t~tutory restric­
tions as to exact the dost promf t and most efficient duty from 
tnose connected with it . 

The early Adjutant Generals, esr~ecially General W. c. Kibbe , 
wno ~as a leaL~ng and dominant fi~ure in the development of a 
state militla for Ca ifornia, urged that the militia be given 
the position they were entLtled to. Thrt the State government 
ackno~ledge the responsibilitie5 assu~ed , t t1e sacrifices made, 
and the militiats ~eneral importance as an institution of the 
government . In tnls manner it ~as felt by the early military 
le~ders tnat the ublic would efford the guard with fitting 
encouragement and proxpt the volunteer military com: anies to 
efficient duty. Through a properly organ~zed ~ilti& , men are 
mEde proficient in the art of war . Drills are held and through 
atte~dance men ac~uire habits of obedience and receive a illoral 
sublimity which combined lay the foundations for civil Gnd 
religious libertiP~ . Furthermore the State militFry org&nization 
was a matter of vital im1 ortEnce to the interc~ts of Ca ifo1·nia. 
Upon it rested the foundation of the State governffient as through 
it the institutions if tte St&te would ~e preserved, thereby 
affordin6 protection and P proper enforcehlent Gf the l&ws 
aga~nst any comblnations arrayed agalnst tnem . 

'fhe grov. th end development of the Na tlonal Gu·ud, as a highly 
respected National end State institution, is clo~cly related 
to tne growth and develorment of the btate of California . 
ca.:ifornia. has always looked tOY. e rd s her Mili tic:. in times of 
stress as a dependable rower , ever re&dy to pre~erve the ~ eace 
and tran~uility which is such 2n e~~ential factor in the 
develop~ent of a strong and hardy state . From the days of 
1819, when the Hound Associ~tion ~ith their tentac~es were 
li terc,lly undermining the young State , to t: .e unrest v;hich is 
ever prevelant in the t~entieth century, the National Guard 
is looked upon by Cc.t~if'or nic.n: as an Ln1 or tan t agency for the 
maintenance of law and order . Tne Nation2l Gua r d has well 
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proven its ~bllity to pre~erve pe~ce on many Jccasions . Fol­
lowing is a brief glim~se of the veried actlv~tl~s that the 
Guc-rd has partici~ated in since its inception as a State in­
stitution. 

Indian Expeditions 1850-1862 

C~pture of Joa~uin Muriett& l853 

San Fr~nci~co Insurrection 1856 

Grant Owners and Settlers dis,ute , Sonoma 
County , lb62 

Civil War l86l-ld67 

o~uelemos Land Grant disrute , San Joaquin 
County, 1884 

Railroad StriKe 1894 

Philippine Insurrection 1899 

San Franc~sco Earth4uake 1906 

McCloud Affair , Jiskiyou County , 1909 

~exiccn Border Trouble 1916 

World V:ar 1917 

Lon~ Be~ch Flood and iarthquJ~e 1933 

uan Francisco Waterfront Stri~e 1934 
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