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Fifth Divisiou, 'laval Battalion (Formerly ~ureka Guarr1, Unattached, 
Sixth BrigF 1e, N tiounl Guam of Celiforr.iP) 

Locatio.": Eurebc, Hu:nbolrtt Co1mty 
Org~nized Febrnary 10, 1379* 
Reconstituted May 17, l~q~4 
Reco:lf'ti tu.ted July 2:-', 1~95-:1--a 
Reconsti tutAd DecembPr 7, 1895*-*-'-h'< 
Enrolled as National Naval Volunte~rs April 1~, 1917 

COMMANDING OFFICEFE 
NJlJlE fumk COM'~ISSION 
Drniel J. Foley, Lt. Com~~,~er 
Cberles V. Otto, Lt •. Jr. G.:-P'ie 
Ed·"Tard H. McLI'!UP"hli'l, Ensign Sr. 
Geo. P. S~ith, Ensigu Jr. 

May 17, 1?9~ 
,,ay 17, 1Q9'7 
July 2?, l~g5 
March 19, 1~96 

Feb. 1?, 1P96~~~ 
Feb. 17, 1~96***** 
Feb. 17, 1B96->~-*:HP,;c 

pril L., 1~96 

June 15, 1~97 July "', lR97 Charles V. Otto, Lt. Commander 
Geo. P. Sn1i th, Lt •. Jr. Grade 
EdwBrd H. '.n:cLaughlin, Ensign Sr. 
F. B. BarmM, Ensic:.-n Jr. 

June 15, 1~97 July -? , 1397 
July 22, 1B95 Oct. 5, 1897 

Tho~as F. Fole;, Ensign Jr. 
June 15, V''"l? July - ~' 1317 
J an • oz;, 1P99 March 2, 1899 

• oQo. 

*Eureka Guard {UnFttached ) orgt>ni",ed February 10, 1879. 

**The Eureka Guard (Una tt."l c:"led) reconstituted as Company A, Tenth 
InfAntry Battalion, Sixth Brigade. AdjutA.nt General Repurt, 1~90, 
page 59. 

*'"*Col1~'"'"''1Y A, Tenth Infantry Battalio'", Sixth Brigad8, Reconstitut
ed as Co:1p'1J ll, First InfBntry Regi ent, SPcond Brigade, ~djutant 
General Repo1·t, 1395-1896, General Order ~1o. 11, .., age 76. 

*lH<*Comr any A, First Infr'ltry Regiment, C\econd Brip~de W"S rliscon
tiuued as an Infantry Co ·1.jany and enrolled as t1e Fifth Division 
in the Naval Battalion. Adjutant General Report, 1895-1896, Gen
eral Order No. 17, pRge 87. 

*lH:~·*Lie11tenant Comt1ander Drnlel J. Foley, Lieuten:mt Jr. Grfld.e 
Charles V. Ott,J, :-""r'd EnsiGn Edw~ rd P. •·cLc- Ll.._;~ l.:.n, retained their 
former Rank c s of P~ay 17, 189~ ·and July 22, 1895, ·hen they were 
C"<pte.in, First Lieute'ant, Second LieuteYJ.e'lt of Cm.lm.t A, Tenth 
Infa"ltry Battfllion. Adjutant General Report, 1~95-13'!6, General 
Order No. '!, page 115. 



COfJL~Al'l'DING OFFICERS ( Cont.inued) 

NAME 
Charles V. 1tto, Lt . Cownander 
Geo . P . Smit h , Lt . J r . Grade 
Bdward H. 'kT,aushlin, JlinslJn Qr . 
Samuel Caldwell , Ensien . Jr . 
Thomas F . Foley, Ensign Jr . 

Ed'l'fard H. McLaug~li"l , Lt. Co,umander 
Thomas F . Fol ey, Lt • . J- . Grecle 
Adolph B. Ada11s , Ensign Sr . 
Samvel Caldwel , Ens ign Jr. 

Edward H. ~cLI'Iughlb , Lt. Conmander 
Thomas F . Fol ey, Lt. J r . Grade 
Adol]h B. Adams , Ensign Sr. 
L . L. Barnar-1 , Ensign Jr . 

F.d1vard B. ':1cLaue;hlL'1, Lt, Co-:uncnder 
Tl:J.ome s F . Foley, Lt . .Jr . Gracie 
Adol~h B. Adams , Ensign Sr . 
~alter E. TorrP.J , Ensign J r . 

Ed"?f"rd F. "cT<Jugl-Jlin , Lt . Commander 
Thomas F. Foley, Lt. J r . Gr tide 
Adolph B. Af.e s , Lt . J -r . Gr"de 
Walter E . Torrey, Ensign J r . 

Adolph F . A.dans , Lt . Corm!l<>.nder 
Walter F . Tor.,..ey, Lt . J r . Grade 

ACTIVl TIE.co : 

J m1e 15 , lS97 
June 15 , 1897 
J uly 22 , 1'395 
~fterch 6, 1900 
J<Jn . ;z , 1899 

April 1 , 1902 
Ma1·ch 6 , 1900 
.April 1 , 1902 
March 6, 1900 

April 1 , 1902 
l!"rch 6, 1900 
.Afl-ril 1 , 1902 
Nov . 1 , 1)04 

April ~ , 1902 
March 6, 1900 
April 1 , 1902 
~arcl: l2 , l 007 

April 1 , 1g02 
March 6, 1goo 
April 12 , 191° 
March 12 , 1907 

J une 20 , 1911 
Feb . 2" , 1912 

Jan . 27, 1900 
Jan . 27 , 1900 
April 4, 1900 
Al:Til 16, 1900 
' ·1arch ? , 1 ~99 

J uly 3, lg02 
April 6, 1900 
J uly ~ , lg02 
J ur1e -z.o , 1902 

Jcn . z1 , 1ac5 
J an . 7 1 , 1905 
Jan . 7 1 , 1905 
Feb . :z , 1005 

Nov . 11 , 1907 
rty 4 , 19()~ 

Nov . ""0, 1907 
Nov . 1~ , 1907 

May 1 7
, 19()9 

May 1 7
, 1909 

May 1 7
, 1910 

May 1? , 1909 

Oct . 2R, 1911 
Sept . '"' , 1912 

Th i s divisi on , oritrinE'lly a company of I nf nt r'J, sta tioned at Eure;,.;:a , 
'I'"S on December 7, 1~95 , in com)ll.ence \Yit~ General Order "Jo . 17, 
dis cont inued PS s u.ch and beca"ne t he Fif t h Divi s i on of t ne ' 1qval 
BP t tal i on , Nati ona.l Guard of CAl.:.. f ornia , !"ta.tioned at t he same place . 
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inuen) 

W"len the Fifth Dividon orga.nized, Daniiel J. Foley ,vho had served 
as Captain in CorrpsnJ A, Tenth Inf'lntry Be.ttalion, Sixth Brigade, 
since May 17, 1~97, was elPcted Lieutenant Commfinder and Charles 
V. Otto who had been First Lieutenant in t1mt company during the 
same period of time was elected Lieutenant Junior Grade for the 
Fifth Division. Both of these officers we•·e given r-'mk from the 
date of their e, ection in 6ompany A, of the Tent~1 Infantry Battr.l
ion, Si , th BrigHde . The trf,rJ.Sfer fro•n an inf-"'"try co•_ ·<:J..1y to a 
Division of t:"le Naval \iilitia cR.used some teTporary confus:on at 
first, but the Division loyally set to work to har.nonize whatever 
conflicting inter-ests existed and soon adapted itself to the nev; 
conditions. 

The new Division .. ,as inspected and mustered 6n the nineteenth of 
March 1896, by Lie .~tenant Colonel John C. Currier, Division In
spector, N. G. C. The inspection rep...,rt stated that the Division 
had lebored under some disadvanta~~, owing to the ch&'1ge from 
aJl infantry company to a division of the ~laval ·~.:li tin, but that 
it was rapidly beco~ing adjusted under good officers.* 

Tl:!is division was unfortunate in not hav~~ng "'n OP!•ortuni ty to 
cruise :luring the years 1~96, 1897 <~nd l~g8, but in September 
1899, anrl opportunity Has !Jresented. Septe ber thirc, forty-nine 
officers and men went on board the "U. S. S. Badger" ct Eureka for 
an eight iay cruise. Having had no previous training aboard ship, 
tbe officers and :nen of the division were at a. disadvantage as 
compared with the other divisions, but they evinced a desire to 
learn, and made r"pid progress. Lir:utenant Comnander lr. H. H. 
Southerland, U.S.N., who was in charge of Naval ~,~ilitie. affairs 
and accom enied the division on the C~lise, recommended thet the 
Eureka Division be supplied with a fully equipped steam launch for 
practice purposes.** 

The year 1901 SI'IW the seg-egation of the Navs.l •.1ilitia from the 
NBtional Guard proper. Pursuant to an ct of the State Legislature 
approved '"l'lrch t'Nenty-third of that year the or;:?mization was 
designated as the Naval Militia of California. The ne"l division 
necessitPted a reorganization of the Naval Battalion, but did not 
effPct the several divisions of the organization • 

In September 1q01, the Fifth Division ~ps requested to ~eport at 
San Francisco, re ~d.; to bo-"'rl the "U.S.S. Philadelrhia" for a 
cruise along the souther'1 California coast. However, U.t-Jn their 
arrival at San Francisco theJ learned tr<tt the "Phlladelphia" '"''3.S 

more than a •·veek behind her sc"J.edu1e. Because of business re~-tsons 
the officers a.nd men of the division were per.nitted to return to 

.ooo. 

*.Adjutant General Report, 1~95-1896, page 185. 

**Adjutant General Report, 1899-1900, pages 112, 11?'. 
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FIFTH DIVISION (ContinuPd) 

their hoes, ~s the ~en could not be alsent du~in; the lenp.th of 
time that would be re uired to complete thf> craise.* 

From 1902 to 1906 the activitiee of the Fifth Division consisted 
ohly of pr.? ctlce and drill. The membership re 1ained arounri Si~""ty 

officers Pnd 11en, and i"lterest in the organization was ms · l'ltRi.1ed. 
T~1 is unit was not called i::tto actJve servi.ce in San Francisco when 
tl'>at . ci t.r <Ve.s so nee rly destroyed t-. fire following the Earthcw.ke 
of April 18, 1906, beceuse of its isolrted loc< tion a.nd the laclr 
of transport,. tion f,cilities bet·«een E;1reka F .. nd the Bay cities.*~ 

One officer and thirty-seven men of the Fift~ Division ~artici~ated 
in a cruise fro11 S11n H'ranclsco to Avalon, Senta Catc:linn. Island Pnd 
returned on boa.rr'l the "U.S. S. Alert", .June t~irtieth to July 14, 
1907 .**-;} However, on the 1908 craise the division was omitted, owi"lg, 
as stated by LieutP.nl':l.nt George IT. Bauer in • his report on the cruise, 
to the limited accommodations 0f the "Alert" A year 'iater Pn')ther 
cruise was bad to Srn Diego and return on 'loard the "Alert" in rhich 
one officer t-nd twent~r-tr~o :::en of the division p!lrticip<:.ted, July 
Fourth to the eighteenth.~~ 

The 11 U. S. S. Alert" ·"s retur11ed to the United Strtes Govenment snd 
the "U.S. S. M[lrb2.d'eai" 1as reef' .i vPd in e xclwnge on the t wenty-first 
of ~arcl~ -110. Tr.e l!.'1arblehead" was a much l"'r_,er and more ··odern 
vessel than the "Alert" and although it was too sme~ll to acco:nmodate 
all the officers and n:.en of the Nav8l Militia, it gavP the :1en an 
opportunity to become familiar with the more modern sea ~oing equip
rnent.'~-*-~A- Ree;ular annual crlises were ll '"~.de on board thP "'lcrbleherd" 
until 1915. The cn1ise of 1912 was the most notPble because of the 
e·traordinary ability displeyed by the gun c'~"e sin tar.;et practice. 
The practice was had near Port Angeles, Washington, <'nd si;;ty-five 
con!"ecutive hits were made at a rLgulation tfr' et Bt a r'nre of 
1,600 yards with the ship travPling at a speed of eight 1rnots.**'**** 
The cr1iser "~arblehead" was returned to the Nevy DepDrt.~ent in 
1916, end in its stead the battleship "Oregon" was plnced at the 

.oOo. 

*Adjutant GenerF..l Report, 1901-1902, pc,.ges 150-151. 
~*Adjutant General Rer ' rt, 1906, page 9. 
*'HAdjutant Gener&l Report, 1907-19013, page 5~. 
~:Bl-*AdjutHnt C'reneral Report, 1909-1910, pP.f.:eS 66, 67, 68. 
~'"*"'4-*Adjut~-tnt General H port, 1909-1910, page 5. 
~~x~PkAdjut~-tnt General Report, 1910-1914, pages 26-?0. 
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disposal of the San Francisco, Eureka and Sant? Cruz Divisions. A 
prectice cruise was had on the "Oregon" by the Fifth Division and 
other organizations, July 15, to July 29, 1916, ~hich ertended to 
Sitka, Alaska, a distance of ahout 1,500 miles from San Francisco.* 

This was the last prcctice cruise of the Neval Militia of California, 
for on the sixth of April 1917, a state of war was declc re:i to exist 
beti'Ieen the United States and the Ger.nan Governmt'>nt. On that ·'late, 
Governor Willia"l D. Stephens received a telegram from the secretFry 
of the Nnvy calling the Naval ·~ilitia into Federcl Service. The 
Governor, through the Adjutant General Department, immediately direct
ed the officers and men of the Naval MilitiP to esse ble ~t their 
armories and prepare for muster and enrollment as NPtionAl Naval 
Volunteers. T"'o officers end fifty-seven of the Fifth Div'sion 
were e11rolled in the Federal Service on the eif1 teent~ of April, 
and were subsequently mobilized on board the U .S.S. "'"'regon" at ~are 
Island and"assigned ta dutypn board ship &..nd ashore. The Naval 
Uli tia of California was acknowledged by the Ntwy Departrrent to 

have been one of the best of its kind to enter the Federal Service • 

• ooo. 

*Cruises of the U. S. S. "Oregon", George 1. ~iilliams, United Stetes 
~avy, CO"lJ'landing, on file Anjutflnt General Office, p~=~ges t: to 10, 
inclusive. 

~~Adjutant General Report, 1914-1920, page 30. 

-5-


