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EIGHTH DIVISION 

Eighth Division, N"'val ·~ili tia of California 
Location: Los Angeles, Los Ane;;eles Count·· 

Organized April lJ, lC\J l 
Enrolled in National Nav~l Volunteer~ April }Q, 1917 

CO'.'~MNDING OFFICERS 

NA'I;E RA~K 
George E. Lin'-, Lt. Conmander April 11, 1911 
J. L. Armstrone, Lt. Jr. Grade April 11, 1911 
E. S. Ne~mier, Ensign Sr. April lJ, 1911 
Hans ~. Koebi~, Ensi5~ Jr. May 2, 1912 

G. E. Link, Lt. Cot,mander April 12, 1911 
Hans K. ~oebig, Lt. Jr. Grade April 1:-', 1q17 
Wm. A. Clark, Ensign Sr. Arril 10, 1917 
H. S. Ryerson, Ensign Jr. Oct. 26, 1916 

ACTIVITIES: 

COi '"ISS ION 
June 5, 1911 
June 5, 1911 
JurP ~' 1911 
July 'f, 1912 

June 5, 1911 
April 12, 1917 
April 12, 1917 
Dec. p·, 1916 

The Eighth Division, Nl.'vcl ~lilitia of Celiforr.ia, ·as orp,anized 
and sworn i::::1to the se,.,vice of tte Str>te at Los Pn._ el es Ppril 11, 
1911; and in General Order No. 9, 1e.ted July 27, 1911, was listed 
as an organization of the Navel ~'Hi tia and mustered i~to the 
service of the State to date from April eleventh.* 

This Division 1 >ecame part of the NavF, Force of tte St~ te at a 
ti.J,e Vihen the outlook for the future uf the or[anization '.-:as 
bri[hter ttan it had been for eome tiu.e. The Naval :tili tia had 
received muc 1 aid from the Stc te, but had been une ble to Sf'C'lre 
'Ilodern eqripment, "PrropriPt~: s: ips for trainino, or c' :retent 
instructors fro~ the Navy DepFrtment until very r· C"'"'tly. A 
new Nevel ~ilitia law ~ts enacted by Congress in 191-, e competent 
official was placed in charge of Naval Militia affairs at Wash­
ington, D. C. and an earnest and enthusiastic instructor detailed 
to work ~dth the California organization. The Navy DepRrtment 
dropped its apparent str'- te of apathy and supplin:' its Nc.vr,l 
"ili tia with modern erms and accoutrements until it was equipped 
in first class shape.~~ 

~~Generel An' c Pcial Orders and Circulars 1911, Genero.l Order 
No. 9, 1-age l. 

-»Adjutant General Report 1910-1914, pae;es 24-27. 
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ACTIVITIES : (Continued) 

The U. S. S. "Marblehe d", a comparBtively modern vessel, 
had been t~rned 0ver to the State fo~ the use 0f the 
aval Force and annual cruises were made. In July 1912, 

a world record was made at k ,rget practice and in point 
of members the C::1lifornia or~aniz.< tion nov;· stood second 
in the United StE,tes.* The Eighth D;vision, therefore, 
became a. unit in a strong active organ.:.z&tion, splendicly 
equipped and ready to justify the amount of effort <>nd 
money that had been expended on it. 

The Division took an active interest in the organization 
and participated in drills and tre annual c"'UiPes. The 
U. S. S. "F'arra.gut" was ste.tioned at San Periro for the use 
of the Los Angeles , San Diego e.nd Santa. Barbe.ra Divisions, 
e.nd ;ractice cruises were bad on board that and other 
United States ships.* 

On the occasion of the visit of Pre:::'dert T"' • How"rd Taft 
to Los Angeles on the sixteenth of Octo b"'r 191" , the ne\, 
Division was given the opportunity vO a~ ear in ~ blic. 
The Eighth Division acted as escort to the President and 
as accorded a prorni~ent place on the parcde which was 

witnessed by the greatest nQ~ber of ,eople ever assembled 
in the southern city up to that time.~~ 

Early in 1916, the U. S. S. "Oregon" was assigned for the 
use of the California N:.val !:.ilitia and a practice cruise 
to PUoet Sound was had on board the vessel in August of 
that year. Two short cruises to the southern CP.lifornia 
coast were also ~ade. Nineteen sixteen was the last year 
for the Neval Militia to practice for early in April 1917, 
the United StPtes became involved in the World War and 
the force was called into the active service of the TTn.:.ted 
StPtE-s. On April eighteenth four officers and fifty-three 
enlisted men of the Eighth Division ••ere enrolled in the 
national Naval Volunteers. These officers and men were 

-oOo-

*Adjutant General Report 1910-1914, page 26. 
**Adjutant General Rep-rt 1914-1920, :_-.age 29. 
***Los Angeles Times Oct.~ ... er 17, 1911, Part r, ;'age 1, column z.. 
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EIGHTH DIVISION (Continued) 

ACTIVITIES: (Continued) 

shortly aftei"'·t rds mobilized at "" re Island end assigned to 
duty on board various v.ar ves els and naval stl'ltions through­
out the United St~:tPs. The C£lif0l'Y'ia Neval ·~nitin was 
acc~.-rded tr e distinction by tte Nc.vy Depa.rt; .ent of having 
been one of the best organiu: tions of its k.ind to Pntf·r tre 
Federal service. 

The Navel PUlitia of California. was not reorgAnized e.fter 
the World War and the enrollment of its members into Federe.l 
Se,·vice in 1917 brought an end to this organization • 

• oOo. 
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