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ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVE WASTE 
CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIALS 

ARCHIVES SEARCH REPORT 
FINDINGS 

FOR 
CAMP YOUNG 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

DERI-FUDS SITE NO. J09CA029600 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Authority 

In 1980, Congress enacted the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) 42 USC 9601 et seq. Ordnance and explosive wastes are included 
in the CERCLA definition of pollutants and contaminants that require a remedial response. 

In 1983, the Environmental Restoration Defense Account (ERDA) was established by Public 
Law 98-212. This Congressionally directed fund was to be used for environmental 
restoration at Department of Defense (DOD) active installations and formerly used 
properties. The DOD designated the Army as the sole manager for environmental restoration 
at closed installations and formerly used properties. The Secretary of the Army assigned this 
mission to the Corps of Engineers (USACE) in 1984. 

The 1986 Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) amended certain aspects 
of CERCLA, some of which directly related to OEW contamination. Chapter 160 of the 
SARA established the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP). One of the 
goals specified for the DERP is “correction of environmental damage (such as detection and 
disposal of unexploded ordnance) which creates an imminent and substantial endangerment to 
the public health or welfare or to the environment. ” 

The DERP requires that a CERCLA response action be undertaken whenever such “imminent 
and substantial endangerment” is found at: 

A. A facility or site that is owned by, leased to, or otherwise possessed by 
the United States and under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Defense. 

B. A facility or site that was under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
Defense and owned by, leased to, or otherwise possessed by the United States 
at the time of actions leading to contamination. 

C. A vessel owned or operated by the Department of Defense. 
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The National Contingency Plan (NCP) was established by the Clean Water Act of 1972. The 
NCP has been revised and broadened several times since then. Its purpose is to provide the 
organizational structure and procedures for remedial actions to be taken in response to the 
presence of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants at a site. Section 105 of the 
1980 CERCLA states that the NCP shall apply to all response actions taken as a result of 
CERCLA requirements. 

The March 1990 National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan given in 
40 CFR part 300 is the latest version of the NCP. Paragraph 300.120 states that “DOD will 
be the removal response authority with respect to incidents involving DOD military weapons 
and munitions under the jurisdiction, custody, and control of DOD.” 

On April 5, 1990, U.S. Army Engineer Division, Huntsville (USAEDH) was designated as the 
USACE Mandatory Center of Expertise (MCX) and Design Center for Ordnance and 
Explosive Waste (OEW). As the MCX and Design Center for OEW, USAEDH is responsible 
for the design and successful implementation of all Department of the Army OEW 
remediations required by CERCLA. USAEDH will also design and implement OEW 
remediation programs for other branches of the Department of Defense when requested. In 
cooperation with the Huntsville Division the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District 
has been assigned the task of preparing Archives Search Reports for those Formerly Used 
Defense Sites (FUDS) suspected of chemical warfare materials (CWM) contamination. 

1.2 Subiect 

Camp Young, Site No. JO9CAO29600, is located in Riverside County, California, 
approximately 25 miles east of India, California on Interstate 10. It should be noted that the 
entire Desert Training Center/California-Arizona Maneuver Area (DTCKAMA) was referred 
to as Camp Young between 12 May 1942 and 27 January 1943. On 27 January 1943, Camp 
Young was designated the headquarters of the DTCKAMA. This report addresses the Iatter 
Camp Young; the DTC/CAMA Headquarters. Camp Young was the administrative 
headquarters for the maneuver area and for General Patton’s 3rd Armored Division. Located 
on Camp Young were two station hospitals, a camp, and a range (Lynch et al. 1982). This 
report also covers an Engineer’s Camp located on the western boundary of Camp Young. 

1.3 Purpose 

This Archives Search Report (ASR) compiles information obtained through historical research 
at various archives and records holding facilities, interviews with individuals associated with 
the site or its operations, and personal visits to the site. All efforts were directed towards 
determining possible use or disposal of chemical warfare materials on the site and 
documenting the existence of Ordnance and Explosive Waste (OEW). Particular emphasis 
was placed on establishing the chemical (agent), the type of munitions or container, quantities 
and area of disposal. Information obtained during this process was used in developing 
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developing recommendations for further actions at the site. 

The majority of the OEW and CWM activities within the Desert Training Center/California- 
Arizona Maneuver Area (DTCKXMA) occurred east of Camp Young proper. Camp 
Young, 3,279.89 acres, was the administrative headquarters for the DTCICAMA. Based on 
research and interviews, two station hospitals, a camp, and a range were located on Camp 
Young. Located south and west of Camp Young proper was a series of 13 ranges and 
infiltration courses. An ammunition dump was located south of Camp Young on the eastern 
boundary. An Engineers Camp, adjacent to Camp Young on the western boundary, 
contained an intiltration course. Over the years several people have discovered “souvenirs” 
ranging from luggage tags to practice land mines. During the site visit, Camp Young 
proper, the Engineer’s camp and the Ammunition Dump were thoroughly investigated. A 
partial site investigation was performed on the ranges south of Camp Young. 
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a 2.0 Previous Site Investigations 

A Findings of Fact, an INPR, and a RAC score were completed by the Corps of Engineers, 
South Pacific Division, Los Angeles District (CESPL). A site visit was conducted on 28 June 
1993 by Dynamac Corporation of Sacramento, California. All of these report basicahy the 
same findings summarized below. 

The Department of the Army acquired land from the Department of Interior (DOD by Public 
Land Order No. 1, dated 20 June 1942. Current tax maps show that the area obtained 
comprise a total of 3,279.89 acres. Camp Young was relinquished to the DOI on 13 January 
1947 by Public Land Order No. 342. 

Camp Young was established for the training of troops in desert warfare. The camp remained 
the headquarters until the closure of the center in 1944. 

The site is currently maintained by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as part of the 
California Desert Conservation Area. 
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3.0 Site and Site Area Description 

3.1 Location 

Camp Young is located approximately 25 miles east (on Highway 10) of Indio, California in 
Riverside County. The area is bound by the Colorado Aqueduct and Joshua Tree National 
Monument to the north, Cottonwood Springs Road to the west, Chiriaco Summit to the east, 
and old Highway 60 to the south. The total area was comprised of 3,279.89 acres. 

3.2 Past Uses 

The 3,279.89 acres purchased by the Federal government in 1942 for Camp Young was open 
desert area and almost entirely uninhabited. One family lived and ran a truck stop and diner 
along old highway 60, the southern boundary for Camp Young. The eastern boundary of the 
camp, once known as Shavers Summit, is now Chiriaco Summit. 

3.3 Current Uses 

The property on which Camp Young existed is still largely an uninhabited desert area owned 
and maintained by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Highway 60 was renamed 
Interstate 10, and now runs through the site. The same family resides and operates a truck 
stop and diner at Chiriaco Summit. Also located at Chiriaco Summit is the General George 
Patton Memorial Museum, founded in 1985. 

3.4 Man Analvsis 

The site was analyzed by referencing the USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle sheet Cottonwood 
Spring, California, 1988 Provisional Edition and the Hayfield, California 1987 Provisional 
Edition. The center of the site is located at 33” 40’ North Latitude by 115” 47’ 30” West 
Longitude in Riverside County, California. Also referenced was Map 5 in a booklet entitled 
Desert Training Center, California-Arizona Maneuver Area, dated 1986. Map 5 is an 
unscaled sketch of the existing Camp Young layout in 1986 (Map M-l). An additional rifle 
range map was obtained from the General Patton Memo&I Museum that indicates a total of 
13 ranges, including mortar and combat ranges. The aerial photographs have more camp 
layout detail then what is available on the maps obtained. 

The quadrangle map gives no indication that Camp Young existed at the site. The site is 
located on an alluvial fan on the south side of the Cottonwood Mountains. The site is now 
traversed by Interstate 10, an unidentified pipeline, and the Colorado River Aqueduct along 
the northern camp boundary. There is no evidence of chemical warfare material (CWM) or 
ordnance storage or disposal areas indicated by the quadrangle maps. 
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3.5 Interpretation of Aerial Photoaranhy 

Photo analysis and land use interpretation were performed for the site with the use of aerial 
photography from 1942, 1953, 1976, and 1984. The Cottonwood Springs and Hayfield, 
California, USGS quadrangle maps, and a 1986 Camp Young sketch map was used as a 
reference for the photography. The approximate negative scale of the photography is as 
follows: 

Identifier(s) 
Photoeranhv Date m m Frame(s1 

1942 N/A Gen. Patton Camp Young Museum, 
Chiriaco Summit, CA 

7 Dee 1953 1” = 1,667’ ASCS 13K211 and 212 
14K16, 17, & 18 

13 Dee 1953 
11 Jan 1976 

1” = 1,667’ ASCS 
1” = 2,000’ Continental 

14K199 thru 202 
169 4-2,-3, &-4 
Aerial Photo 5-3,-4,-5, k-6 
6-7,-S, &-9 

3 Aug 1984 I” = 2,000’ EROS 2-203 & 2-205 

The 1942 aerial photograph shows Camp Young with most of the buildings standing. Range 
and section lines have been drawn over this photo. The Camp is bordered by the Colorado 
River Aqueduct on the north and U.S. Highway No. 60 on the south. Numerous roads 
extend into the foothills to the south across Highway 60 and an airport runway (the current 
Chiiaco Summit Airport) is on the eastern edge of the photo. The photo condition and 
height of photography does not allow for detailed observations regarding chemical warfare 
material (CWM) or ordnance weapons storage or disposal. The remainder of the aerial 
photography listed above, 1953, 1976 and 1984, reveals that no portion of Camp Young is 
standing. However, the desert environment has preserved the road structure and building 
foundation areas which are visible on the 1953, 1976, and 1984 photography. The 
photographs indicated that the infrastructure of Camp Young was spread out over an area 
approximately 18,000’ east-west and 8,000’ north-south. Numerous rifle ranges extend to 
the southwest of the main camp. Nine of these rifle ranges can be seen on the available 
1976 photography. Seven of these rifle ranges are also visible on the available 1953 
photography. Additional ranges are presumed to be to the west. There appears to be no 
current use of this area as evidenced from the available photography. No evidence of CWM 
or ordnance storage or disposal areas can be determined from the aerial photography. 

3.6 Demoeranhics of the Area 

3.6.1 Center of Activity 

The former Camp Young is located near the town of Chiriaco Summit, Riverside County, 
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California. The General Patton Memorial Museum and truck stop with restaurant, gift shop, 
post office, and body shop are located in Chiriaco Summit. Indio is the largest city in the 
area, approximately 25 miles away. 

3.6.2 Population Density 

CITY: INDIO 

AREA: 4 qmi 
POPULATION 36,793 
POPULATION DENSITY: 9,198 persons/sq. mi. 

CITY: CHIRIACO SUMMIT 

AREA: .75 sq.mi 
POPULATION: 200 
POPULATION DENSITY: less than 1 person/q mi. 

COUNTY: RIVERSIDE 

AREA: 7,214 sq. mi. 
POPULATION: 1,170,413 
POPULATION DENSITY: 162 person&q. mi. 

Population and area are based on the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census! 
1990 statistics, and telephone interviews. 

3.6.3 Type of Businesses 

Patterns (1990) assisted in developing a business profile of the area. The town of Chiriaco 
Summit is not diversified. The only employer is the Chiiaco Summit truck stop. This 
business employs autobody and auto maintenance specialists, gasoline service attendants, 
motel and restaurant workers, and gift shop representatives. 

3.6.4 Type of Industry 

Retail and service industries are located in Chiriaco Summit. 

3.6.5 Type of Housing 

Housing in Chiriaco Summit is composed of one mobile home park and several single family 
homes. 
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3.6.6 New Development in the Area 

There is no development in the area. 

3.6.7 Cross-Section of Population 

No statistics were available for Chiriaco Summit. However, per a phone conversation with 
Ms. Pickens of the General Patton Memorial Museum the median age is approximately 30. 
Approximately 25% of the population is white and 75% Hispanic. No Black, American 
Indian or Eskimo, and Asian or Pacific Islander are present. There are approximately 45 
housing units with an unknown median value. The work force, based on the number of 
establishments, of Riverside County is broken down into the following: manufacturing, 
19.6%; non-manufacturing, 72.7%; agriculture, 2.7%; and other non-agriculture, 5 %. 
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4.0 Phvsical Characteristics of the Site 

4.1 Geologv/Phvsionrauhy 

The site is situated in the Los Angeles section of the Pacific Border physiographic province. 
This region is characterized by narrow ridges and broad fault blocks with alluviated 
lowlands. The site is situated in Shavers Valley, a narrow (4 to 5 miles wide) alluvial tilled 
basin which separates the Eagle Mountains on the north from the Orocopia Mountains on the 
south. These bordering mountains consist largely of metamorphic and igneous rocks. The 
units recognir.ed include the Chuckwalla gneiss, Orocopia schist, and intrusive granitic rocks 
related to the southern California batholith of the Peninsular Ranges. 

4.2 $&s 

The sediments that underlie the former Camp Young are Quaternary alluvial deposits 
consisting of typically fine sands, gravelly sands, and cobbly sands on alluvial fans and fills. 
These sediments are underlain by a decomposed, fractured, and weathered granodiorite. 
This unit consists of granular to tine pebble sized rock fragments of decomposed granite. 

4.3 Hvdrology 

The terrain of Camp Young is steep and slopes in a generally western direction. A high 
elevation of about 2800 feet NGVD at Eagle Mountain compares to a low elevation of about 
1400 feet NGVD in the Shavers Valley. 

The area is drained by the Colorado River Aqueduct. The Aqueduct flows in a westerly 
direction and runs through the northern portion of the Camp Young area. The Colorado 
River Aqueduct empties into the Santa Ana River. The Santa Ana River flows west and 
eventually empties into the Pacific Ocean. 

4.4 Ground Water 

Ground-water information on the area was not available. It would be expected that if any 
ground water occurs at the site it would be present in the deeper sections of the alluvial fill. 
Water is supplied to the area by surface water from the Colorado River Aqueduct which 
crosses the site in an east-west orientation. 

4.5 Weather 

San Bernardino is located withii the Los Angeles coastal basin. The Pacific coast is the 
primary moderating influence. The coastal mountain ranges lying along the north and east 
sides of the Los Angeles coastal basin act as a buffer against extremes of summer heat and 
winter cold occurring in the desert and plateau regions in the interior. 
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The daily temperature range is usually less than 15 degrees in the spring and summer and 
about 20 degrees in the fall and winter. Nighttime temperatures are generally cool but 
minimum temperatures below 40 degrees are rare. The highest recorded temperature of 112 
degrees occurred June of 1990 while the lowest recorded temperature of 28 degrees occurred 
during January of 1949. 

Precipitation occurs mainly in the winter. Snow, ice, and hail are extremely rare with the 
maximum recorded amount consisting of 0.3 inches during January of 1949. Most of the 
rainfall occurs in January with an average of about 3.7 inches, while July is practically 
rainless. Measurable rain may fall on about one day in four from late October into early 
April. The maximum 24 hour precipitation of 6.11 inches occurred in January of 1956. 

The average monthly wind velocity is 6.2 miles per hour and the prevailing wind direction is 
west. The maximum wind velocity usually occurs during March with an average of 7.0 mph 
and the minimum usually occurs during August and September with an average of 5.3 mph. 
During the fall, winter, and spring, gusty dry northeasterly Santa Ana winds blow over 
southern California mountains and through passes to tie coast. These winds produce 
extremely dry air and dust clouds. At times the lack of air movement combined with 
temperature inversion is associated with concentrations of air pollution. 

Climatological data for the area are summarized in TABLE 4-1. Data were collected at the 
National Weather Service meteorological station at the Los Angeles Civic Center, California. 

4.6 Ecology 

The information provided for this site has been compiled from the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game-Natural Diversity Data Base: 
Rarefmd. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lists the desert tortoise fGopherus agassizii) as the only 
threatened species known to occur in the vicinity of Camp Young. Federal candidate species 
include: Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), Mexican 
long-tongued bat (Choenvcteris mexicana), spotted bat (Euderma maculatum), greater western 
mastiff-bat (Eumops perotis califomicus), California leaf-nosed bat (Macrotis califomicus), 
Occult little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus occultus), Southwestern cave myotis (Myotis velifer 
brevis), Mohave Desert blister beetle (Lytta inseparata), cheeseweed moth lacewing (Oliarces 
clara), Alkali skipper (Pseudocooaeodes eunus eunus), Alverson’s pincushion cactus 
(Corvphantha vivinara alversonii), and California ditaxis (Ditaxis califomica). It should be 
noted that Camp Young occurs within designated Desert tortoise critical habitat. 

State recognized species and communities include: Prairie falcon m mexicanus), black- 
tailed gnatcatcher (Poliontila melanura), Le Contes thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei), least Bell’s 
vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), Bendires thrasher (Toxostoma bendirei), California ditaxis 
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a (Qj@& califomica), foxtail cactus (Bscobaria vivipara var. m, and Desert fan palm 
oasis woodland. 

No additional information on the occurrence of rare or endangered species or natural 
communities is known at this time. This does not mean that other state or federally-listed 
species may not be present withii the areas of interest. An on site inspection by appropriate 
state and federal personnel may be necessary to verify the presence, absence or location of 
listed species, or natural communities if remedial action is recommended as part of the final 
ASR. 

CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA FOR 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CIVIC CENTER 
TABLE 4-l 

Month 

Jan 47.7 66.6 
Feb 49.2 68.5 
Mar 50.2 68.7 
Apr 53.0 70.9 
May 56.6 73.2 
Jun 60.4 77.9 
Jul 64.3 83.8 
Aw 65.3 84.1 
Sep 63.7 83.0 
act 59.2 78.5 
Nov 52.7 72.7 
Dee 48.4 68.1 

Annual 55.9 74.7 65.3 14.85 6.2 

Temp. 03 
Average 

Daily 
MinMIax 

Average PRECIP. 
Monthly Average 

Mean (inches) 

57.2 3.69 
58.9 2.96 
59.5 2.35 
62.0 1.17 
64.9 0.23 
69.2 0.03 
74.1 0.00 
74.7 0.12 
73.4 0.27 
68.9 0.21 
62.7 1.85 
58.3 1.97 

Wind 
Velocity 
(mph) 

6.8 
6.9 
7.0 
6.6 
6.3 
5.7 
5.4 
5.3 
5.3 
5.7 
6.4 
6.6 

Wind 
Direction 

NE 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 

NE 

W 

Source: NOAA 1992. Local Climatological Data of Los Angeles, California at the Civic 
Center. ISSN 0198-0920. 
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5.0 Real Estate 

5.1 DOD Ownership 

The Department of Defense acquired, by Public Land Order No. 1 on 20 June 1942, 10,080 
acres from the Department of Interior. On 23 March 1943, 7,680 acres was acquired by Use 
Permit from the Department of Interior. This land was used by the Department of Defense 
for desert warfare training. The entire Desert Training Center Area was declared surplus by 
the War Department on 16 March 1944. The land comprising Camp Young proper was 
relinquished to the Department of Interior by Public Land Order No. 342 on 14 January 
1947. 

5.2 Present Ownershiu 

Most of the land which comprised the former Camp Young is owned and maintained by the 
Bureau of Land Management. The remainder is designated Patented Lands, owned by 
private individuals as well as the Metropolitan Water District, Southern California Gas 
Company, and Orocopia Development Corporation, to name a few. 

5.3 Sieniticant Past Ownershiu other than DOD 

The land comprising the majority of Camp Young and the California-Arizona Maneuver Area 
was owned by Department of Interior prior to DOD’s acquisition and relinquished to the 
same. No other significant past ownership was discovered during the research for this site. 

l 
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6.0 OEWKWM Site Activities 

6.1 Historical summarv of OEWKWM activities 

61.1 General 

In early March of 1942 the War Department ordered Major General George Smith Patton, 
Jr., U.S. Army, to locate, create, equip, and command a desert training center in California 
to prepare troops to fight the Nazis in North Africa. These Army ground and air forces 
were to become skilled in desert warfare (Henley n.d.). 

The area chosen in the Mojave Desert was ultimately 350 miles wide and 250 miles deep. 
On 20 June 1942 the War Department acquired the land from the Department of the Interior 
by Public Land Order No. 1. The area included several sections in Riverside County, 
ranging from Indio, California to Arizona and from Las Vegas to Yuma. On May 12, 1942, 
by announcement of General Orders No. 7, the Desert Training Center was named Camp 
Young. On January 27, 1943, by announcement of General Orders No. 8, Camp Young 
“proper”, 3,279.89 acres, became the Headquarters of the Desert Training CenteriCalifomia- 
Arizona Maneuver Area (DTCKAMA) (White 1943). By November 1943 CAMA had 
enlarged and included Camp Young, Camp Coxcomb, Camp Iron Mountain, Camp Granite, 
Camp Essex, Camp Ibis, Camp Hyder, Camp Horn, Camp Laguna, Camp Pilot Knob, 
Camp Bouse and several bombing and artillery ranges. 

CAMA was divided into a Communication Zone and a Combat Zone. The Communications 
Zone surrounds and entirely encloses the Combat Zone. Those areas within the perimeter of 
the Communication Zone are not really maneuver areas. Camp Young was located outside 
the Combat Zone, within the Communication Zone (Desert Area Recreation Survey, 
Geography of Desert Training Center 1943). 

Between 800,GQO and 1,000,000 soldiers prepared for warfare at the CAMA. Camp Young 
was the administrative headquarters and the focal point of the maneuvers area for General 
Patton’s 3rd Armored Division. The overwhelming focus of the training was on tank 
warfare. Camp Young remained the focal point for the CAMA until the closure of the 
center in 1944. In January 1943 per General Order No. 9, First Headquarters Special 
Troops was organized to supervise training and administer non-divisional units, except Field- 
Artillery, in the desert. Due to the large area of the CAMA, three additional Special Troops 
Headquarters were created to control and supervise. The 601st Engineer Camouflage 
Battalion was assigned to Camp Young December 1942 (Headquarters 1942). Also stationed 
at Camp Young was the IV Corps Command Headquarters. From October 1943 to January 
1944 the primary mission of the headquarters transitioned from purely training activities to 
almost 100% Preparation and Movement of units for Overseas Shipment (POM) (First 
Headquarters, Special Troops 1944). 

A series of 13 ranges was constructed south and west of Camp Young. The ranges were 
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designed for small caliber arms and for mortar fire including 37mm, 75mm, and 155mm 
(Camp Young Range n-d.). Shavers Army Airfield (a small runway) was built east of and 
adjacent to Camp Young. 

Almost all the land acquired for the California - Arizona Maneuver Area was declared 
surplus by the War Department on 16 March 1944. The land acquired for the Camp Young 
site was relinquished on 14 January 1947 to the Department of the Interior by Public Land 
Order No. 342 (Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 1993). 

6.1.2 CWM Activities 

The Camp Young area included several conventional ordnance units and conventional 
ammunition, as well as chemical units (30th Chemical Decon Co., 23d Chemical Decon 
Co., 191st Chemical Depot Company, and 194th Chemical Depot Company) (Chemical & 
Biological Defense Agency, HO 1993). Because Camp Young was the headquarters for the 
CAMA, a great deal of correspondence was generated through Camp Young regarding the 
ordering of chemical warfare manuals and chemical warfare equipment to be used in the 
CAMA. These items include gas masks, gas mask repair kits, vesicant and vapor detector 
kits, CWS booklets, smoke colored grenades, incendiary training bomb, CN capsules, CWS 
Technical Bulletins, drop type smoke bombs, and 2 inch chemical smoke mortar shells 
(Chemical Warfare Service 1942; Headquarters Desert Training Center 1942). 

In January 1943 the Office of Communication Zone Chemical Officer, DTC was transferred 
from Camp Young to San Bernardino. Placed under the jurisdiction of the Chemical Officer 
and also transferred were the Base Chemical Depot, including supplies and personnel, and 
the Chemical Ammunition Dump (Chemical Section 1943). By October 1943 there were no 
Chemical Warfare Property Officers in the theater except at the Base General Depot in San 
Bernardino (Headquarters Desert Training Center 1943). 

6.1.3 OEW Activities 

Tank training was the major emphasis at Camp Young. Although these items were present at 
Camp Young, it is believed that all of the firing was done east of Camp Young “proper” in 
the desert and south of the Camp Young “proper” boundaries. Ammunition and fnearms 
tested included the .50 caliber machine guns, 30 caliber machine guns, 30 caliber rifle and 
carbine, .4.5 caliber sub machine gun, and 37mm, 75mm, and 155mm mortars (Camp 
Young Range n.d.) 

When simulating war, the soldiers convoyed off Camp Young proper and regrouped in the 
surrounding desert areas for maneuvers (Headquarters IX 1943). 

Since the end of World War II a number of people have found ordnance near the Camp 
Young site. One child lost both eyes while handling a land mine in 1943 at Midland, about 
30 miles east of Camp Young (Headquarters Desert Training Center 1943). Many others 
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have safely collected a variety of military hardware. Motorcycle riders, in 1975, safely 
uncovered a landmine inches below the earth surface approximately 40 miles east of Camp 
Young. The motorcycle race course extended onto the Camp Young site (Gladstone 1975). 
An anti-tank mine was found approximately one and one half miles south and west of Camp 
Young “proper” in 1985. The mine, destroyed by detonation by the bomb disposal unit in 
Riverside, CA., contained a live fuze assembly (Riverside County Sheriffs Office 1985). 

6.2 Records Review 

The general plan of action was to review records at the National Archives in Washington, 
D.C. followed by the review of records at regional archives. Finally, local archives and 
historical societies were looked at just prior to the site visit. The following records were 
reviewed in preparing this report. 

Washington National Records Center, Archives, Suitland, MD. 

RG 175 - Records of the Chemical Warfare Service. Information on chemical 
weapons munitions. 

Washington National Records Center, Records, Suitland, MD 

RG 121 - Public Buildings Service. No pertinent information. 

National Archives-Downtown Branch, Washington, D.C. 

RG 337 - Army Ground Forces. General information on the Desert Training Center. 
Maps, CWS training, and ammunition dump. Entry 29C, 29D, and 29E. 

RG 107 - Office of the Secretary of War. No pertinent information. Entry 2. 

RG 225 - Joint Army and Navy Boards and Committees. No pertinent information. 
Entry 5. 

RG 407 - Records of the Adjutant General’s Off&. No pertinent information. Entry 
Army AG 194045. 

RG 153 - Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army). No pertinent 
information. 

RG 160 - Army Service Forces. No pertinent information. Entry 27. 

RG 270 - Records of the War Assets Administration. No pertinent information. 
Entry Action Files 1946-1949, General Board Transcripts, Real Property 
1946-49. 
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National Archives, Pacific Southwest Region, Laguna Niguel, CA 

RG 77 - Office of the Chief of Engineers. No pertinent information. 

RG 92 - Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General. No pertinent 
information. 

RG 336 - Office of the Chief of Transportation. No pertinent information. U.S. 
-Y 

Chemical & Biological Defense Agency (CBDA), Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD. 
No pertinent information. 

National Personnel Records Center - St. Louis, MO 

RG 342 - Air Force Commands, Activities, and Organizations, U.S. No pertinent 
information. 

Riverside Press Enterprise Newspaper. Riverside, California. 

A number of news articles were available describing past uses of and past events at 
Camp Young. 

General Patton Memorial Museum. Chiiaco Summit, California 

Maps, histories, and biographies were obtained. 

6.3 Summaw of Interviews 

Appendix E contains a copy of interviews relating to Camp Young. Fred Cooper, a retired 
California State Highway Patrolman, former Marine in the artillery, and local historian on 
Camp Young, stated there was an Engineer encampment, with an infiltration course, adjacent 
to the western boundary of Camp Young north of Interstate 10. Another infiltration course 
was located along the eastern edge of Camp Young. Mr. Cooper found two land mines 
(simulator with burster charge) and glass capsules in the Engineer encampment. Written on 
the side of these glass capsules were the words, “HS Toxic Gase Set Ml”. In addition to the 
above, Mr. Cooper has also found small arms shells southwest of Camp Young at one of the 
ranges. He also indicated an “ammo dump”, where over the years various types of military 
material have been found, was located south of the eastern boundary of Camp Young proper. 

Mr. Stanley Ragsdale, a native of Desert Center, California, indicated no firing of any type 
occurred at Camp Young, but instead took place in the desert east of Camp Young. 
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6.4 Site Ins_pection 

The inspection team travelled to Chiriaco Summit to meet with Fred Cooper. Fred Miller 
and Jim Luebbert had met with Mr. Cooper while doing research for this quarter’s sites. 
Mr. Cooper informed the team of the locations of rifle ranges, infiltration points used for 
training, engineers camp, and a rumored ammo dump site. Mr. Cooper has been in the area 
most of his life and has walked the Camp Young area and some of the entire Califomia- 
Arizona Maneuver Area (CAMA) in which Camp Young was the headquarters. Mr. Cooper 
has found quite a few souvenirs from the war including a glass capsule, which is an HS 
Toxic Gas Set Ml, size 1 3/4” D x 4 3/8” H in the area of the an infiltration course on the 
western boundary of. the engineers camp (west of Camp Young proper) and a practice (blue) 
land mine. It is believed this land mine is a practice version (M8 Series) of the bounding 
anti-personnel mines, using either a spotting charge or smoke pellets. 

The first stop was on the western boundary of Camp Young (Cottonwood Springs Road), to 
the infiltration course on the western boundary of the engineers camp and the engineer’s 
camp itself. Several items, not related to OEW or CWM, including coke bottles, luggage 
tags, cans, barbed wire, a bucket stamped U.S. on the side, a red glass reflector, and other 
“souvenir type” items were found. Ordnance related items found were clips for the M-l 
Garand Rifle. The coordinates for the location of these items, provided by the Global 
Positioning System (GPS), are N 33” 40’ 09.2” W 115” 48’ 32.9” (PT 10402 26117 1600ft). 

The team then travelled along the northern boundary next to the Aqueduct. Midway between 
the eastern and western boundaries is the approximate location of the other infiltration 
course. Mr. Cooper had found this location some time before. In most of the areas the top 
of the barbed fence was a few feet under the surface. He did not dig and disturb the ground. 
The inspection team did not see this fence. 

The team continued to the eastern boundary located at Chiriaco Summit, across Highway 10 
and on to the area of the rumored ammo dump. Several recently expended shells were 
discovered along with rusted food cans, a small cast iron pot, and other garbage. The 
possibility existed that water may have carried items along the ravine therefore the team 
walked this area but no live ordnance or chemical warfare materials were found. 

The next stop was the location of the rifle range(s). The team travelled along the southern 
boundary (old Hwy 60) to the berms used for 100, 300, and 500 yard range practice. The 
team walked along the berms where the targets had been. The posts which held the targets 
were still on site. No live ordnance, explosive waste, or chemical warfare materials were 
found in this area. 

In the vicinity of both the ammo dump and the rifle range, the recently tired ammunition 
included .223 Remington, 7.62 mm x 39, .38 Special, ,357 Magnum, .22 Rimfire, and 12 & 
16 Gauge Shotshells. 
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7.0 Evaluation of Contamination 

Camp Young, Site No. JO9CAO29600, was placed on the database because research indicated 
that a Chemical Unit was stationed on site. Several Chemical Units were stationed on site. 
Camp Young was the headquarters for the entire Desert Training Center, therefore most items 
were shipped to and through the camp. Camp Young was not included in the Combat Zone, 
therefore maneuvers were not conducted in this area. 

A RAC score of 2 was derived for this site. This score is due to the fact that glass capsules 
with the lettering, “HS Toxic Gas Set Ml”, on the side were discovered in the Engineer’s 
Camp on the western boundary of Camp Young. Also found in the vicinity were practice 
land mines and small arms shells. 

The Bureau of Land Management now owns most of the property which comprised Camp 
Young and the Desert Training Center area. This Iand is included in their Desert 
Conservation Program. 

A 1951 map (see map M-6) entitled “Maneuver Area Dedudding Program” identifies the area 
within Camp Young proper has been certified clear for all uses. 
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