











INTRODUCTION

In early May, 1846, Klamath Indians attacked an expedition under
the command of Captain John Charles Fremont on the west shore of Upper
Klamath Lake, just a few miles north of the California border. Fremont
responded by sending out a retaliatory party under the leadership of Kit
Carson. This incident marked the opening of conflict between the Indians
and intruding Americans that continued in the Klamath Basin and north-
eastern California until the defeat of the Modocs in 1873. Historians
have focused most of their attention on the end of the conflict rather
than on its other stages. In the twenty-seven years between the beginning
and the end of the clashes was a series of lesser known incidents in this
Tand of Tava plains, mountains, and basins. FEach was significant in the

expansion of American control and the defeat of the Indians in northeastern

California. Their study will provide a better perspective on the regional
aspects of the Indian-white conflict.

This paper makes a contribution in this direction. It focuses upon
the response of the United States Army to the Indian attack on the Evans and
Bailey party, which took place in the Upper Pit River Valley in 1861. Here
we see two army patrols in action. Here we also see the significance that
Fort Crook briefly played in northeastern California. In addition, we see
in the person of Dick Pugh, reputedly the first rancher in the Fall River
Valley, and example of the cooperation between settlers and the army that
frequently took place on the frontier. The article also should remind us

that the foundation of many good stories, even during'the "pioneer" era

in California, remain to be uncovered in archives throughout the Tland.
Clarence F. McIntosh
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at least one company of the First Cavalry was not stationed at that
Post.® One or more units of the regiment fought at the Infernal Caverns
and throughout the Modoc War.

What 1ittle is known of John Feilner comes from his service record.
A native of Germany, he enlisted as a private in the First Dragoons in
1856. Rising rapidly through the ranks, he became First Sergeant of
Company F, and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in April 1861. He
was a Captain when killed in a skirmish with the Indians at Cheyenne
River, Dakota Territory, in 1864.7

From his service record and from the text of his reports, it may
be surmised that Feilner was an intelligent and well educated man, as
well as an exceptionally competent if not a brilliant officer. He
might well have been one of those professional soldiers of foreign
birth and training who were to be found in the early American Army,
especially during the Civil War and post Civil War periods.

At the time of our story, Feilner was stationed with his company
at Fort Crook, in the Fall River Valley near the present hamlet of
Glenburn. Fort Crook had been established in 1857 on the Pit River
road, which followed the approximate route of the still older Lassen

Trai1.8

br . B. Rogers, Fort Bidwell, (San Francisco, 1959), p. 23.

/Heitman.

8R. W. Pease, "Modoc County, a Geographic Time Continuum on the
California Volcanic Tableland," University of California Publications

in Geography, 17 (1965), pp. 68-69.







Camping by the Pit River that night, the patrol started on the
march at four the next morning. Eight survivors of the Evans and
Bailey party, quaintly identified as "citizens of the party who lost
the cattle" went along with the patrol. The entire force now consisted
of thirty-one men: twenty-one soldiers, eight cowboys and two guides.
A pack train accompanied (and occasionally delayed) the column.

The route they followed was that of the old Lassen Trail, through
the Gouger Neck area of Big Valley, up the "Pit River Canyon" to the
"Upper Pit River Valley," gathering up fifty-two head of scattered
cattle enroute. Upon entering the main valley they observed, two miles
ahead of the column and somewhere near the present village of Canby,
some Indians driving cattle toward the river. A fight ensued; one
Indian was killed and two wounded. Feilner received two slight arrow
wounds .

Feilner noted in his report, "The whole command, including W. Pugh,
the guide, behaved very courageously and soldier-like, especially James
Matthew, Private of Company "F", 1st Dragoons." A good officer always
gives his men the credit they deserve.

The patrol found that a number of head of cattle had been butchered
and the meat hung up on trees to dry. The cattlemen's camp wagons had
been burned. About two miles further on, they came to the place where
the cattlemen had made their stand against the Indians. There they
found and buried the "terribly mutilated” bodies of Sam Evans and Joe
Bailey.

The next day, August 6th, was spent in helping the "citizens"
gather up all of the scattered cattle to be found in the vicinity and

starting the herd, which now numbered one hundred seventy-six head,
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Feilner concluded the report of his first patrol into the Upper
Pit River country with an interesting comment -- "Since my arrival,

I learn that one of the men who got wounded died; also four horses;
which full proves that the arrows were poisoned." In making this
comment, Feilner completely ignored that fact that he had suffered no
serious effects from two arrow wounds received seven days before.

Aboriginals in tropical countries sometimes had access to virulent
plant poisons which they used for arrow-poisoning, but none of the
poisonous plants indigenous to northeastern California contained toxins
suitable for such a purpose.

The Indians apparently did attempt to make their arrows more
lethal; Colonel Parnell has described the crude methods they used in-
volving deer liver impregnated with rattlesnake venon and even putri-
fied Tiver alone. 19

Strictly speaking, it is more Tikely that Indian arrowheads were

highly septic than that they were actually poisoned.

]OThe United Services, Vol. I, Nos. 5 and 6, (May and June 1889).
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Like any good frontier cavalryman, he appeared to be preoccupied with
the grass and water which were vital for the sustenance of his horses,
and which he mentioned more frequently in his reports than he did
landmarks. Another difficulty is with his estimates of the distances
traveled each day, which might have been somewhat exaggerated. Most
days, he reported covering 25 or 30 miles, which was a very good day's
march for a cavalry patrol hampered by a string of pack animals 1in
mountainous country. But on August 18th and again on August 19th he
reported covering over 60 miles per day, which is incredible.

At any rate, the patrol camped the first night on the eastern
side of Big Valley, by a "Sagehen Creek." This might have been a now-
obsolete name for some tributarry of Ash Creek. The next day they
marched east, and saw several "very cocky Indian spies" watching them
from the mountains to their right and left. Feilner sent out two
details in pursuit, but the Indians easily kept out of range.

On August 17th Feilner crossed some mountains (of which there
are a plentiful number north and east of Big Valley), and came to a
large valley where he found tracks of about fifteen head of cattle,
also some pony tracks. Following these tracks, the next day the
patrol came to another trail where about two hundred head of cattle
had passed. After following this large trail for about three hours,
they came to a 1itt1e flat with the usual plenitude of grass and a
small spring. What they found ﬁhere is best told in Feilner's own
words :

"Here we found that the Indians had camped and butchered about
25 head of cattle; about 40 or 50 head of horses must have been in

camp at this place and it seemed that the beef was taken away on pack
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The fact that Feilner had an expert on Indian lore along with
him on the patrols gives an added dimension of authenticity to these
reports. But it does not answer the perplexing questions which arise
concerning the relationship between the Paiutes and the Pits, who were
commonly considered to be traditional enemies.]2 Yet here they were
apparently working together in sharing ill-gotten gains. So we must
digress at this point to consider the nature of the Indians who were
involved in the affair.

Paiutes and Pits

The Warner Mountain Range, rising two thousand feet and more
above the valley floors on either side, was a barrier of sorts
between the Surprise Valley Paiutes on the east and the Pit River
Indians on the west. The main Warner Range terminates in a region
of broken hills just south of the present Modoc-Lassen county line,
with the Tuledad Canyon providing easy access between the territories
of the two tribes. It was somewhere in this general area that Feilner
discovered the Paiute camp.

The Indians who lived in the Surprise Valley were Northern Paiutes,
a large conglomeration of small bands who occupied a territory some six
hundred miles Tong and up to two hundred fifty miles wide on the western
edge of the Great Basin.]3 In its pristine condition, this vast region
was barely fit for human habitation, so the widely scattered bands lived

mostly in occasional choice Tocations Tike the Surprise Valley. By dire

12

Fred B. Kniffen, "Achomawi Geography," U.C. Publications in American

Archaeology and Ethnology, XXIII (1928), 306-307.

]3Ruth Underhill, The Northern Paiute Indians gf_Ca1iforn1a and
Nevada, (Washington, 1941), Plate 1.
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to this day in Modoc County, where most old-timers speak of the "old"
Indians with paternalistic affection.
The Pits were raided and their young women and children taken as

slaves by the Modocs.]5

As a result, the Pits had acquired a reputation
of inferiority. Had they been as inferior as their reputation alleged,

it is hard to understand how they were able to hold their relatively rich
homeland against such predatory neighbors. As a matter of fact, Feilner's
reports and Crook's experience with the Pits in 1867 both testify to

their tactical sagacity, which could be misconstrued as cowardice.

Neither the Pits nor the Paiutes had any sort of strong political
organization like the Iroquois Federation, nor a formalized ritual of
warfare Tike the Dakotas. Such things were luxuries they could not
afford. They were essentially pragmatists, Tike the Modocs, doing what-
ever seemed best under the circumstances for their welfare and survival.
While the Pits and Paiutes have been described as traditional enemies,
the exact nature of their relationship in 1861 appears open to question.

But whatever the reasons, there were not only Surprise Valley Paiutes
implicated in the disposition of the stolen cattle along with the Pits,
but also other Paiutes from the Honey Lake Valley, from the Smoke Creek
area and possibly from other parts of western Nevada as well. And what-
ever sort of a grapevine telegraph system the Indians had, it certainly

was working very well when they struck it rich with the white mans' beef.

Another Paiute Camp

The patrol spent several hours tring to pick out the right trail

among a maze of cattle and horse tracks, and finally headed out on a

]SVerne F. Ray, Primitive Pragmatists, The Modoc Indians gf_Northern'
California (Seattle, T963), pp. 134-139.
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"The forty-two head of cattle collected I turned over to one of the

cattle owners."

"I am Sir

Your Obt. Servt.
(Signed) John Feilner

2nd Lieut. 1st Drags.

U.S. Army
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