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Battalion was redesignated as a separate
ngton, from the old lst Battalion, lhith

| ; pecial Orders No, 30, Headguarters, liLth
Field Artillery, dated 18 wary 1943, in accordance with General Ord-
ars No, 2, Headquarters, eld Artillery Brigade, dated 17 february
1943 and purSuant:to'auﬁhor‘ y..conbained in War Department Letber, ptile

No, A 320.2(2=5=43) Subjecty "Redesignation of rield Artillery Regiments',
At that time the assigned:stréngth of the Battalion was thirty seven (37).
Officers, ome (1) Warrant Officer and seven hundred and forty six (7u6)
(approximately) Enlisted Mens,

The 980th Field Artil
Battalion ab Fort Lewis, W

the Commanding Officer was designated as Lieutenant Golonel HAROLD
0. WELCH. ‘'the unit was equipped with 155mm Guns M1, tractor drawn, and -
was undergoing reorganization, having over three hundred (300) recruits 2
and about 70% recently added Officer persommel as a result of understrength 2
coupled with furnishing a cadre for Gamp Maxey, lexas. ‘ o

the unit left the first week in March 1943 and marched over the Sno- o
qualmee Pass to thé IX Corps Artillery Firing Center at Yakima, Washington |
to help test=fire the fuze M51A1 for Ordnance, Iive hundred (500) rounds .
were allotted for this perioed. Only one muzzle burst occurred (in the iy
497th round). ‘lhe weather was cold and dusty. Heavy ice was enceuntered @
in the mountain passes on themarch home in the third week of March.

- Upon returning to tort Lewis, the Battalion began preﬁération for a )
\% rail movement to the Desert raining Genter in the Golorado Desert, Ualif- fb
“ . ornia. Before leaving Fort Lewis, Gaptains Smith and Wyatt, and Lts, =

Wahan, Fichmeond, Moe and McPherson had left the unit and lst Lts. Nuttal
(8=2) and Ames (C.0. Bbtry ¥B") and WOJG Jackson had joined the organigation,

the advance parties consisting of the Battalion S-3 and a small work
detail under Group S—k, arrived st Freda, California on April 1, 1943,
setting up a camp fifteen (15) miles West onthe site of the old Iron
Mountain Gamp of the 3rd Armored Division. In the next three weeks, Lamp
Granite was layed out on the opposite (North) side of the freda-Indio
Highway.

the main body of the Battalion arrived at the end of the three weeks |
and unloaded from the train in a sand storm. From this time until the 26th ;
‘of June 1943, the Battalion spent the time getting acclimated to the heat

and experimenting with the terrain obstacles of the desert, '
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lhe Battalion was motorized (given 73 ton Mack trucks, 6xé Prime Movers)
Just as they left Fort Lewis for the Desert. However, all through the desert
maneuvers, the Battalion was forced to use tractors to pull the guns over
rough obstacles and through loose sand. During this period convoys were
organized to take men into Los Angeles so that they might have a night, a
day and a night in the metropolitan area, A muzzle<burst killed Private
Arthur J, Bendizen, Battery WC". <The entire Battalion went through the
Infiltration Course, including. the. Chaplain and the Medics, Only one
casualty occurred. Pfc Nardini, Headquarters Battery was found on the

" course with a bullet hole through the center of his helmet, A board of

investigation found it due to faulty ammunition and failed to establish any
negligence on the part of the personnel conducting the course.

Before maneuvers Captain Nuttal, who was promoted while at Camp Uranite,
was transferred to the Air Uorps, Gaptain Johnson and Major Stewart were
transferred to other Artillery units, and Major Stevens from the 144th Field
Artillery Group and Lts McUrae, lMcUreight, Deppen and Furth from the 33rd
Division joined the unit, On the 26th, the IX Gorps Meneuvers began, with
the liith Field Artillery Group reinforcing the 8th Division as Hed Forces,
Lhe Blue Forces consisted of the 77th Infantry Division, 7th Armored Divis-
ion and the 76th Field .Artillery Brigade less Llihth Field Artillery Group.
the first phase was a holding defense of a fortified pass (Palen Pass)
from about 26th June to 2nd July, and the last part consisted of grouping
the iled Forces West of Needles and the Blue Forces at the Mexican Border
and turning them loose for free maneuver. For this second phase the Blue
Forces again had the 7th Armored Division, 77th Infantry Bivision and
the 76th rield Artillery Brigade while the Red Forces received additional -
Tank Pestroyer and anti-sircraft units. ‘The maneuver began July 5th and
ended July l4ith, with the surrounding of the Hed Forces in the vicinity
West of Needles and the break through of Blue tanks into the BRed rear
areas by an outflanking movemmnt. ‘The Battalion closed in camp the evening
‘that maneuvers ended and remained there until it left the desert, 15 August
1943 on two trains, having sent an advance detachment to the New Station
(Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri). Before leaving the desert, Lt. Christie
was transferred to the Air Corps and Lt. theek to the XV borps,

the Battalion arrived at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri on the 18th of
August, where it was met by the advance party and put into bapracks. the
Battalion and 1hihth Field Artillery Uroup at this time passed from IX Gorps
to IV Armored Corps control (later the IV Armored Uorps was redesignated as
XX Uorps). Here the Battalion continued its 14 day furlough policy and
prepared. to take the G,H,Q. Lest No, 2 and Ne. 3, which were passed on the
first trial with scores of 82.6 and 95.4 respectively, Lt. Rosenbaum was
transferred to the Air Corps and Lt, thomas H, Evans was. assigned as Liaison
Pilot,

On 29th September 1943 the Battalion was reorganiged on the new 1/0
6~55, dated 31 July 1943, by General Orders No. 1, this Hegdquarters, to
26 Officers, 2 Warrant Officers and 530 Enlisted Men, but did not loose its
overstrength personnel until 18th November 1943, :
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the Battalion spent the remainder of its stay at Fort Leonard Wood,
preparing for overseas movement, It qualified 99.4% of the. Battalion as
Marksman with 30 Cal. Carbines at this time, ©n the 19th of November, the
Battalion left for Gamp Myles Standish, Mass., in two trains composed com-
pletely of day coaches, One pullman was added at St., Louis. Major George
W. Stevens left the Battalion for lhikth Field Artillery uroup and Hajor
Henry Morrow joined the Battalion as Bn Sw3. Lts Wood, Yerry and Andre were
‘transferred into the-Bat Jith Field Artillery Group., <The Battal-
ion Officers ware: assigned s time, all other officers had been re-
assigned by XX Gorps when'Battalion left for staging area,

iwo days later, the morning of the 2lst November, the Battalion arrived
at the Staging Area, Gamp Myles Standish, Mass., and was quickly housed in
Area #L and processed. By noon the 25th, the Battalion Was processed, re-
packed and ready for embarkatiom. The Battalien had been stripped of equip-
ment for shipmenmt to the H,T.0. It carried only the minimum house-keeping
equipment necessary. All else was to be supplied upon arrival in Britain,
The Battalion was alerted but did not move out as the assigned transport,
upon arrival, was found to need dry-dock repairs and the Battalion waited
in the Staging Area for the next convoy on 27th December., While waiting,
one and three day absences were authorized the Battalion and Battery parties
were taken advantage 6f by everyone,

‘he Battalion was designated to be the advance party on the ship. It
arrived by train the night of the 27th of December inthe Boston harbor and
boarded the @5, Army Lranspert, kidmend B, Alexander, 24 hours beforeithe
other troops embarked. Golomel G. B, Gole, likth Field Artillery Group was
the Ship's Troop Gommander, 'he feeding from the central kitchen was under
the supervision of Major Heary Morrow of the Babttalion, and the police and
guard of the ship was under Hajor Burdett E, Haessly also of the Battalion,
The guard and ¥P personnel of the ship were drawn exclusively from the two
Battalions of the 1li4th Field Artillery Group, <fhe guard each day required
150 men. Men of the Battalion also were used to help mann the ships 20mm
and 3 inch guns., Over 5,000 men were fed twice daily from the central
kitchen, ‘he food was excellent,

fhe troops consisted of three gensral hospitals, (lst, 16th and 50th
personnel complete), a replacement battalion of infantry, the liith Field Ar
tillery Group (980th and 98lst Bns) and other miscellaneous groups. lhe
troops made an orderly trip. WNo liguor or gambling was allowed, motion pict-
ures and Ghurch Services were held twice daily in the common recreation room
for groups of about 300 enlisted men, ‘The crossing was uneventful, the sea
calm and weather very warm for this time of the year. ‘there was only one alert,
swhich turned out to be a British Surface Craft.

New Years Eve passed without incident other than a small dance for the

Officers and Nurses after the last movie for the knlisted Men. ‘he convoy
first saw land (Ireland) on the 7th day of January 1944 about 1130 hours,
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Later about dusk, Scobtland was sighted., The convoy split entering the Irish
Sea, half going to Glasgow and half to Liverpool., At noon on the 8th of
January 1944, the ship drew alongside the dock at Liverpool. ‘he Battalion
unloaded about 1700 hours and marched through the blacked out streets of
Liverpool to the Central Station, where they were fed coffee and doughnuts

by the American Red Cross and boarded the train for their first blackout
train ride. ‘he Battalion fravelled in two troop trains all night, one train
arriving at Basingstoke, Baribs, just before dawn and the other later in the
morming., A billeting party furnished by ETOUSA met the train and introduced
the Battalion to the Administrative and Housekeeping set up in the Lurocpean
fheater of Operations.

The Battalion marched in the dark through the clay-mud about 1i miles

to Oakridge Farm, where they were installed in a British Camp whichwwas form~
erly brick mushroom houses, and fed a hot meal from the common camp kitchen.
Phe Battalion was assigned to the First United States Army and attached to
the VII Corps as a Battalion of the 142nd ¥Field Artillery Group, commanded
by Colonel Jerome F. lhompson. Also stationed at this camp were Headquarters
and Headquarters Battery, 142nd Field Artillery Group and' two companies of
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, 'The Officers of the Battalion were quarter—
ed about two miles away at Panes Hill Manor, a large house with a beautiful
view and terraced gardens belonging to Mrs., Hoare, '

Afber a weeks indoctrination period, the troops were given short passes
to visit the neighboring country side. *“he bulk of the work consisted of
drawing equipment and sending personnel to special schools for rater~prool-
ing, gas, air observers and the like. At this time the Battalion Commander
asked for volunteers to train as Naval Gun Fire Observers to drop with the
paratroopers on "D Day. 60k of the Officers volunteered, and two, Lts Couse
and Locken, were sent for special fraining with the 10lst Alrborne Division,

On the 12 of February 194k, the 142nd Field Artillery Group consisting
of this Battalion and the 98lst Field Artillery Battalion moved to Caip Mer—
ley, Merley Park, Wimborns, Minster, Dorset, Here the Battalion spent two
periods at the Lark Hill Firing Center of the toyal Artillery on Salisbury
Plains and another at Dartmoor. Battery "B' furnished a detail for rifle in= .
struction to the 90th Medical Battalion and received a letter of commendation.
In addition the Battalion furnished billeting parties for three units '
arriving in the vicinity from the U.S,A. and exchanged personnel, both offw
icers and enlisted men, with British Artillery Units. Battery "B" was detach=
ed on the 2lst of April for duty with the 4th Infentry Division. The re-
meinder - of the Battalion completed last minute organization for "D" Day. Lt
Philip M. Steen was transferred to the Signal Corps. Lt thomas J, Wilson
joined the pnit and was assigned to NAY Battery. Lt Albert W. Hennrikus, Jr
Headquarters Batbery was hospitaliged and later evacuated to U.S, 4.

On June 1, 1944, the 980th Field Artillery Battalion, less Battery "B
(attached to 4th Division) was stationed at Merdey Park awaiting a call to
the marshalling Area. Ibs morning report strength was 25 Officers, 2 Warrant
Officers, and 530 nlisted Men. Lieutenant Colonel Harold O. Welch, 0302124,
was Commanding. '

-l =
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At that time the strength of the command was organized into three com-
mands as follows:

a. Captain KENNEIH F, AMES, commanded Battery "B" which was attached
to the 4th Infantry Division in Marshalling Areas W-l3 and W7, and was to
land on "D¥ Day.. :

b. Lt Colonel HARCLD O. WEiOH gommanded the remaining combat-stripped
elements of the Battalion who were to land on "DV plus 3.

c, Major BURDELT HE, HAESSLY, commanded the residual elements of the
Battalion (1 Off, 2 Warrant Off,, and 153 EM) who wers to land on "D" plus 9.

The Battalion was not completely reunited under the Battalion Commander
until the 19th of June 1944 in France.

During this period, June lst to 19th, Battery "B" which had been attached
to the 4th Infantry Division since 21 April 1944, was.loaded on two LST's
with a liaison pilot and plane on the 3rd of June 1944 ("D" minus 3). It
stood off the coast of Normandy on HD" Day and landed early on the 7th of
June (WDM plus 1) on Utah Beach. It was the first American heavy Artillery
to land in Normandy. ‘That same day it went into position near ‘Inrqueville
and fired its first rounds against the ensmy, with its liaison plane in the
air, On the 10th they moved to positions near Neuville au Plains, 1500 meters
from the front lines where Lt. Monroe J, Ellingson and S/Sgt Roy E. Kirchner
were wounded when the position was bombed by enemy aircraft using antisper-
sonnel bombs. Lt. Hllingson was evacuated to Hngland but S/Sgt Kirchner was
returned to duty. ‘The Batbtery shifted two.guns to fire on other missions
while the other two continued to fire the jth Division missions. On the 1llth
the Battery was moved to the vicinity of Bandeinville to fire on Carentan for
the VII Corps. On the 13th it was returned to the 4th Divisicn at Randeinville.
On the 16th the Battery moved to positions north of St Mere Lglise, where it
rejoined the Battalion, :

At the begining of this same period, June lst to 19th, the remaining
combat elements at Camp Mereley, England were awaiting orders. On the morn-
ing of the 7th of June they moved to the Marshalling Area D-8; on the 10th
they loaded on three LST's. they arrived on the evening of the 1lth off
Utah Beach, Normandy and waited in turn to unload., ‘he LSI's were beached
at high tide and the Battalion walted until low tide. and. rolled off on to dry
sand. Unloading was completed without casualiies on the morning of the 12th.
¢n arrivel at the transit area for de-waterproffing the Hattalion captured its
first prisoner who was hiding in a house nearby,

Upon arrival the Battalion was placed in direct support of the Corps.
Yhat day the Battalion went into action with Battery "A" in position, as Battery
HBH was still attached to the Lth Infantry Division and.Battery WC" was still un-
loading, the position was about 600 meters west of St Mere Kglise, Goor. 334/~
1961, It was the first heavy Battalion of the Corps to fire in the Normandy

Campaign.
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On the 14th three pneumatic rubber dummy guns were attached from the 603rd
fngineer Camouflage Company and Lt Idean i, Locken was called for duty as
Naval Gun Observer by VII Corps.. this left the Battalion short five Officers,
one having been transferred to the Signal Corps, one evacuated to the United
States prior to "D" Day, two on duty as Naval gun fire observers, and one’
Officer wounded in.action on June 10th., Battery "B' reverted to the Battalion
on the 16th and displaced to a position about 300 meters north of 5t Mere
Kglise and ten to a position about. 800 meters west of St Mere Hglise, while
in this position Lt Garn and S/Sgt Hiserman established an OP in Pont de LtAbbe.
the Battalion displaced to new positions near Bonneville, Coor. 3252-1951, '
three.and one~half miles east of St, Sauveur le Viscomte on 17 June 1944, the
Battalion received twenty-four enlisted men replacements here although it had
sustained no permanent casualties and remained here, until the arrival of the
residuals on the 19th of June 194k. In this position Battery "B" fired over 100
rounds in less than ten minutes when the Battalion was called upon to repel a
counter attack.

‘he residual elements, who were stationed at Merley Park, Wimborne, Dorset,
on the first of the month, moved to their concentration area in Bournemouth on !
June 1lth, spending four days in the Bath Hill Court. From there, traveling
both by rail and vehicle, they left for the Marshalling Area, 9D on the 15th
of June, lhey loaded and left for the beachhead on the 17th, The LST's were

beached late the 18th on Utah Beach and the residuals joined the Battalion on

19th at noon., <There were no casualties except one case pf appendicitis while
disembarking on the beach.

Prior to the reuniting of the Battalion, the Battalion Gommander was al-
most daily in the front lines and observed the fighting closely. On the 13th
he observed enemy fire on Pont'de L'Abbe, from the front lines, in a sector
where about 60 slit trenches hed been dug. He saw that after the area had
peen shelled only the occupants of slit trenches that were at least two fest
deep, were able to get up and move forward. those in shallower ones, about
50% were killed. On the 14th he was again observing in the streets of Pont'
de L'Abbe where he met Gaptain Campbell a Commanding VUfficer of a Headguarters
Company of the Alrborne Division whose troops were held up by fire from mach=
ine guns, the coordinates of which were sent to the Fire Direction Center and
the first round, although at the extreme left of the Battalion sector, was range
correct, deflection correct. All enemy resistance ceased after five, three
gun volleys. (only three guns could reach the target). This was the first time
the Battalion had been able to check the accuracy of map coordinate locations.

Tt was also the first time the SCR 536 (Handy ralkie') was used in ad-
justing fire. the Battalion found it excellant, ‘Lhe use.of the SCR 536 was _
found to draw mortar fire at close range when we were on reconnaissance for
observation, the Battalion Commander and Gapt McGinty were fired on by trench
mortars between Amfreville and Renouf each time the set was used., The second
time it drew fire when it was cused the Battalion Gommander was on reconnais~—
sance for observation with the 82nd Airborne Division, 500 meters west of
Bonneville, when two artillery observers of that division were killed, four
infantry men were killed and we saw four that were wounded. Corporal Elmer
W. Burroughs who also transmitted on the set was forced to move his wvehicle
and the Battalion Gommander no longer used his set., No members of this com-
mand were wounded, Lt Wood accompanied the Battalion Commander,

4-'60-
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The third experience of this kind was during the morning of June 24th while
the Battalion Commander and Major Haessly were on reconnaissance. Hach time
a transmission was made on this set we were fired on by trench mortars and
each btime it was in a new position which in all cases were concealed. Later
that day the signal officer of the Ninth Infantry Division informed the Bote
talion Commander that it was this set that was drawing fire. We did not use
the set near the front lines after we withdrew the OF from that position.

On the 19th, Battery "A' was attached to the VIIL Corps on the Southern
Front and left the Battalion areas <The rest of the Battalion less the rear
echelon, displaced by batteries on the 20th to positions east of Brigubec and
one mile west of Negreville, Coor. 3173-2063, where they could fire on
Cherbourg. Lhey were placed in general support of the VII Corps. ‘he War
had not touched this part of Normamdy very much, so the civilians had not evac—
uated. As the btrucks passed along the roads, the people came out and three
flowers and kisses to the soldiers.

he Battalion went into position some 5000 yards iy front of the light
Artillery of the 79th Division and fired the first rounds of land artillery into
Gherbourg.when Battery "C" registered at about #93@B on the 20th, Earlier in
the morning at about #73@B the Battalion Gommander, Captain Richard R, Watson
and the VII Corps Artillery Executive Officer, Colonel Sampson, were strafed
as they stood together in the streets of Negreville., <That evening "A' Battery )
of the 453rd AA was given the mission of providing AA security for -the Battalion.
The registration on the artillery fire into Cherbourg was done by the Air OP
with 3/8gt Max E. Young as pilot and Lt Norman J. Furth, as observer,

About noon of the 21lst, Battery "B' was fired on by .50 caliber machine
guns. Although they were thought to be fired by remnants of the enemy troops
near Valonges, the fire proved, upon investigation by the Battalion Commander,
to come from a neighboring AA unit, whose Officer had ordered his men to "spray
‘the hedges as there might be a sniper in themt, As Battery "B" did not return
the fire, there were no casualties. While proceeding to investigate the fir-
ing the Battalion Gommander and Executive were told by the personnel in a flegw
ing 3/4 ton Command and Reconnaissance containing a Lt Colonel and Major, that

_there were snipers 500 yards shead. However, upon a person@k’. check, the story
proved & I'UMOrs ‘ ¥

On the 22nd, the Battalion saw enemy fighters attack and destroy the near-
by ammunition dump (#702). The attached AA shot down one FW190 and received a
category one, ‘lhe rear echelon was brought forward to L'Etang Bertrand, and
the Air OP S/Sgt Young and Lt Furth adjusted on six large coastal guns west
of Cherbourg on the waters edge. The guns were not observed to fire again dur=
ing the campaign. Battery ugW peceived several rounds of harrasing fire.

On the 23rd two of the pneumatic dummy guns were sent to the 98lst FA bn.
Yhe Air OP fired on an enemy AA position which exploded and left a large
fire that burned for two days wending smoke 200 feet in the air. Lt Hvans
was the pilot and Lt Furth the observer.
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On the 24th the Battalion Commsnder discovered from a personal reconnaise
ance of the front lines near Sattevoast that the 79th Division was effecting
& break-through and sent the Battalion Executive Officer with Lt Carn (obser~
ver) and Sgt Hiserman (Survey Sergeant) to establish an OP in the breakthrough
salient where they could observe Cherbourg, ‘lhat afternoon, the OP was :
established on top of la Mare a Canards, in front of a burning fortified
enemy 105 AA position. Communication was by SCR 536 to a forward SCR 610
relay (Tec 5 Jone and Y'ee 5 Kelso, Battery "C") stationed 250 meters from a
subordinate headquarters of the 79th Divisien, which was hit by mortars dupe
ing the ensuing action, destroying two vehicles and killing two men and -
wounding eight. From here, communications were by 8CR 610 to the main radio
relay, a SCR 608 at the throat of the salient. Thigs relay team at the throat
of the salient was but 1000 meters from German lines on La Motterie on one
side and 1200 meters from the German held Rau de lrautebec on the obther side.
It was subject to continual unobserved, "radiomlocator" directed fire wWherw
ever transmitting, One round burst direetly overhead in the trees by their
foxholes, and several within 100 yards. iGorporal Ghec and Pfe McGuire were
the radio operators and Corporal Meyers tlie driver, all of Headquarters Bgt-
tery., When given permission to seek a safer spot to relay, they returned to

~the same position when they found that the relay would not reach from any-

vhere else. They were taken under fire twenty minutes after returning to

the area. The OP itself was subject to three accurate artillery concentrat-—
tions each of which fell after about three transmissions on the SCR 536, pres
paratory to fire missions.

When the Battalion Commander went forward, on the morning of the 25th to
visit the OP he captured seven Prisoners when he yelled into a hole by the
fortified position area near the OP and they came out. ‘They were turned over
to the MP's. Due to the accuracy of enemy radio locators, the OP was withe
drawn on the late afternoon of the 25th with the intention of laying wire
into the OP from the relay station further to the rear., However, that
evening the Battalion was disengaged from the battle and the OP was not re-
established. ''he Battalion had fired about 6,000 rounds on the push from the
beaches to Cherbourg,

, On the morning of the 26th, the Battalion reconnaissance parties left
and by mmon the light vehicles were infiltrating through the rain to the
new position of the Battalion at Picauville, coor. 32801933, Here they
were placed under command of the 142nd Field Artillery Group in the VII Corps
sector, about 6 miles from the positions of Battery MAV,

At @13@B the 27th, the guns of Battery "CY left with an WP escort for
Picauville., Battery "B'" delayed by rain soaked secondary roads; did not leave

until @LPPB, about five minutes before the position area was bombed, ‘the

unit saw the AA fire at the approaching bPlanes, but did not witness the bombe
ing which was reported by the Gommending General, VII Corps Artillery to the
Battalion Commander later.

At the new area, Battery "A" reverted to Battalion control although it did
not join the Battalion in position until the morning of the 30th. The Battalion
lay quiet until the 30th when it began firing VIII Corps missions, although
radio silence was in effect,

-8 =
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On the 2nd of July, 1944, MAY Battery of ﬁhe L53rd AA left because of a new
mission and the Battalion got word that "HY Hour and the lifting of radio
silence would be at @53¢B the next morning, July 3rd.

At about dark (233¢B) the night of July 2nd, Major Henry Morrow, the
Hatbalion $~3 was shot by.a sentry of the 111¢ Engineer Group as he left the
9lst Evacuabtion Hospital which was adjacent to the 980th FA Bn rear UP, the
Battalion Commander was only aboub five yards hehind him and heard no chal=
lenge given, Major Morrow was pronounced dead &t BP3@B 3 July ¥9Lk at the
9lst Evacuation Hospital and buried at the 5t Mere Eglise American Semetary
on the 4th July. Graveside services were held on the 5th which were limited
to twenty-five members of this battalion. (Grave No. 7k, "Jayhawk! (VII
Corpsitemetery No. 2.) . .

This accident left the Battalion short six officers which were requisit-
ioned on the Fourth, LHat same day, a new AA Battery, (Battery "AW, L456th AAA
(&4W) Captain Niland, Commanding,) was attached for duty and rations to the Bat-
talion. While in this position the Battalion had no trouble from enemy aire '
craft but was subject to extremely close harassing fire daily, however there
were no casualties. In the meantime the fromt lines advance about 7 kilB-
meters and hills "121" and"131were taken. Battalion OP's were estab-
lished on both hills (121 and 131) by Lts Varn and Sherron as soon as they
were vacated., During the night of the 5th the Battalion moved its field of
fire 400 mils to the left successively by Battery to cover the VII Corps
front on the 6th.

On the 7th the Battalion less the rear echelon displaced to new positions

' near Goigny, Goor. 3295-1869 the light vehicles infiltrating forward during

daylight, the heavies and the supplemental fire directlon center remaining
until dark before closing station and displacing.

Both st Picauville and at Coigny, the Medicel Detachment was placed in
buildings, but no other elements of the Battalion used civilian buildings for
shelter. In the new Coigny position, there was no infantry, only a marsh,
separating Battery VA" from the Germsn front lines.

On the 8th the Battalion OP in the Church Steeple at Baupte saw a lone
German soldier crossing the marsh. He was captured by Battery "A", and proved
to be a polish deserter. +*hat same day an MELO9 was taken under fire by the
AA Battery protecting the Sattalion. Battery "C" was comnected directly with -
the13th Field Artillery Observation Battalion and used for counterw~battery
on roging gunse.

On the 9th while on reconnaissance for observation the Battalion Commander
accompanied by Corporal Elmer W, Burroughs was taken under enemy small arms
and machines gun fire. .

¥

On the 10th the Battalion moved an OP from the Church atﬁgi Jores to
the forward slope of the Foret De Mont Castre, which had just been taken by
the 90th Infantry Division. +Yhis OP was commanded by Lt Sherron., ‘the Bab~
talion communications Officer, Captain Watson and Pvt Hasmussen, his driver
had a 105mm shell burst less than 100 yards in the center of road in front of
them, near Baupte, but there were no casualties.
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History, Headquerters, 980th Field Artillery Battalion Page 10 Gontinued

On the 11lth about @33@B, Battery "A" was taken under light counter~battery
fire and at @L1@B and ME 109 was fired on by the AA protécting the Battalion.
that afternoon, tec 5 €anto, Battery "AY had two fingers blown off when he
tried to disassemble a German 20mm shell fuze,

On the 12th, ASP #701 caught fire while an MA" Battery ammunition truck
was in the dump. YThe truck could not be removed.that day and the dump could
be heard exploding for miles around, Ammunition expenditures in the Battal-
ion were frozen except for enemy counter=batiery or HSerenade! missions,

o
5

About #126B on the lith, WBY and "C!" Batteries received counter-battery fire, wéé

tearing a few holes in a trailer, a one guarter ton G&R truck and a rocket U
launcher, but no casualties were received. On the 15th the 0.P, on the Foreg¥- @k '
de Mont Uastre brought in a German prisoner and the Battalion Gommander came FDF
back from recomnaissance of the front lines near Sainteny with a flat tire

caused by shell fragments, On the 17th the Battalion reconnoitered for new
positions east of Beis du Hommet, the Batteries shifted successively 100 mils

to the left and the Battalioen fired a prepargtion for the VII Corps attack at

18458 to stralghten the 1ine, In order to get a registration prhor to the
preparation the Battalion Commander and 5/Sgt Young, the liaison pilot, flew

through the haze to a position in enemy territory 600 feet above the base

point, hovering around it during the registratiomn., Visibility was 2000 to

600 zards depending on the momentary conditions, All the flash and visusl

0.P.'s were blinded by the haze., This was the only way the registration

could have been effected, "The Base Point was about 2000 meters behind the

enemy front lines,

On the 17th, Private Styers of Service Battery, was wounded by shell
‘fragments in the new position area where he had been sweeping the area, to
be occupied, for mines, He died later in the hospital. On the 19th the
Battalion moved into its new position to remain silent until the Corps be-
gan -its new offensive, Lhe light vehicles displaced by daylight infiltration
and the heavy column with the MP escort after dark, during a great display of
enemy flares (40§ and resulting friendly A4 fire. Lhere were no casualties
from enemy air activities, but one gun of Battery "A" was upset on the slippery
road leading in to the position area., 'The gun was only slightly damaged and
was back from Ordnance Shop by 18@@E that night,

On the 21st the Fourth Division reserves bivouaced in the gun position
areas. At about 2¢@@B there was an unconfirmed gas alarm sent in by the 4ir
Officer from the air strip, The next day the Battalion cancelled the old
officer replacement requisition which had not been filled because of a short—
age of Yfield Artillery Officer rephacements and put in one of three new of-
ficers and recommendations that two enlisted men of this unit be given commis—
sions., Late that same night about midnight, another false gas alarm was spread.
This was followed by a few harassing rounds of enemy artillery shelling land-—
ing in the Battalion area.

About ¢6¢¢B the 23rd, some twenty rounds of harassing fire landed just
northeast of the Battalion ¢P. ‘he Batteries prepared their positions so that

they could shift their fields of fire 800 mils. to the right, on short notice,
That evening there was heavy AA fire at MB 109's flying over the area. Lhe
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Church where Lt “herron and Gorporsl Knudtson were observing had about 50 éOJ\
rounds of medium.artillerybplaced on the cross-roads beside it., :Q)Qﬁ

"H" hour for the First Army push was first set for 13008 the 24bh, but due
to weather was delayed until 1100B on the 25th, At that time the real attack
began with the use of 1500 heavy bombers, 500 medium, and 500 1light bombers
and 500 escort fighters, of which only thres were observed to be hit by enemy
flak by the Battalioni

the Battalion witnessed the air preparation preceeding the attack and %
fired its scheduled fires in support of the attack, By the 27th the Battalion [
found it necessary to look for new positions to support the VII Uorps attack, k4
- Before the reconnaissance parties left in the early morhing of the 28th, at Y
@3g@B, Battery "Bf and YGM positions were bombed with "bread basket? type anti~ ¢p
personnel bombs with a total of ten casualties. UCorporal Garmen J, tufo, Bate ;'
tery "B" was killed and three men were hospitalized. The remaining six were 7
treated at the Battalion Ai@ Station and then returned to duty with their Bate
teries, ‘the light column left at daylight and the heavy column left at 17508
but due to road conjestion, caused by armored divisions moving south, did not
close in the new position area at Le Messial Amey until 16@@B., the rear ech-
elon Jolned at 21358 the same day,.

Lthe Battalion was given the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 3rd
Armored Division and sent the Battalion S-2, Lt Wood as Liaison Officer to {
them on the 29th. ©On the 30th, the,Battalion light colwmn displaced by infil-
tration to a new position below Ueﬁﬁsy la Salle. Yhe heavy column could not
get road clearance until #7258 the 31lst, and it joined the Battalion at 113@B.
Ihe Battalion remsined here in rendezvous, as the Battslion Gommander was al-
ready forward on recomnaissance for new positioms, <Lhe attached A4 Battery took
six prisoners while making a reconnalssance for positions for their A4 guns.

Llhe Battglion was given a new mission of reinforcing the fires of the fourth
Infantry Division. Battery "CW and Fire Direction Center were displaced to new
positions west of Hambyg Uoor.Wi34OLL45, at ILPPB, By 1145B the entire Battal-—
ion was on the move to the new positions and was in position ready to fire at

18¢¢B. Lt Wood was sent to the Fourth Infantry Division Artillery CP at 15145 \rg
as Liaison Officer, Battery "B' reported small arms fire falling in their srea ,
at 2255B, but there were no egsualties, ﬁaﬁjjs

At @@egB 1 August 1944 the Battalion suffered a bombing attack with the Q,)\ \(,\J&
enemy using cennidter-contained anti-personnel bombs, Hq Battery received dir-Q¥I&, 4\$§
ect bomb hits with some damage to materiel, Vommunication lines were knocked N &
out by bomb hits within five yards of the Battalion switchbosrd, “he areas of D X
Battery WA" and WBY were also beombed with no resulting damage, There were no cas-— Q7Q¢$

>

ualties in the Battelion, howsver the 1i2nd Field Artillery Uroup, 100 yards D >
due west of Headquarters Bettery, suffered four casualties, one of whom was q%xﬁw
Golonel Jerome ¥, Thompson, the Group Uommander., At g@3gB Pfc Marvin W. Bin- \/
ner Battery "CW, was accidently shot by tec 5 Joe Ward, with a carbine, and eve
acuated to the 96th kvacuation Hospital., -

%
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History, Headquarter. 980th Field Artillery Battalio. ‘age 12 “ontinued

the B56th=<iAh received a new mission and Bsttery "AM, L56A4 was replaced by
Battery "DV, s38theAbd-as Battalion AA security at 23158, A4t FOPPB 2 August 1944
Major Burdett E. Haessely was sent to ¥II Uorps #rtillery and Usgptain Richard R.
Watson was assigned Adjutant and Executive Officer., Lt Ralph J, Mouw was assign-
ed Battery Commander, Headquarters Battery while Lt Sherron was sent to Babtery
oM as Executive Officer and Lt Carn was assigned. as Executive Officer, Battery WAM,
it 12¢gB orders arrived from First United States Army to discherge 't/Sgt Elbin
K. Polen and ‘Lec L George A, Long, Jr, and to commission them as Second Lieuten—
ants, field Artillery, in Army of the United States., <VThese were the Battalions
first two battlefield commissions. Lt Polen was assigned idixecutive Officer, Head-
quarters Battery and Lt Long was assigned as Assistent Battalion S-2.

¥ <,

i/ D HETM . . ) \\éfw
7 s, pd At 13¢¢B the Battalion Yommander left with his recomnaissance parties to g@“k’\\
TN T A )
3”";'?‘J

¢ ° reconnoiter for new position area in the vieinity of 2 miles north of Villedieu- (uﬂ
Les-Poeles, Goor, 1370360. ‘The light vehicles moved to the new position area L
by infiltration and the heavy column left at 17318, Yhe guns arrived at the
position areas at 19448 and the Battalion was ready to fire at 21208, Battery
#AY was detached and attached to the First Infantry Division at 22158. Lt
Colonel Welch and VYaptain Todd left immediately to report to the First Infantry
Division Artillery UP. Lhere were fired upon by enemy machine guus 1 mile south.
of the town of Villedieu-Les-Posles, but were not hit., It was impossible to go
through the center of bown due to the Artillery fire falling in it. Therefore
it was necessary to find an alternate route through alleys and side streets in
total darkness while the city was entirely deserted. The guns left early the
next morning and arrived at their destination without incident, Battery W3¢
ceptured three German Officers in their area at 23@g@B. Sgt Rude was the senior
Non=Uommissioned Officer present at the capture. )

At §@52B 3 August 194k Battery "CM observed two planes going down in flames
" forward of their position, A&t ¢14¢B.green flar8s were dropped by enemy- air-
' craft and the adjacent AA units fired-on the planes over Battery "CU area,

At 213¢B one of the Battalion Liaison planes crashed, piloted by 5/5gt
Max K. Young and Lt Deppen as observer. UThe crash occured while S/3gt Young
was attempting to take off fromthe landing strip, which had become rain soaked.
Both Lt Deppen and S/Sgt Young received slight lacerations about the head,

At 215@B the Battalion was instructed to register by the Flash Section of
the attached Observation Battalion as the Air Strip was becoming too muddy for
airplanes to be operated from it,

PR

started to move to its new position at 1345B., Lhe Battalion closed in its new q@@”ﬁ
. position at Coor, 1431287, 3 miles southeast ‘of Villedisu-Les—Poeles at 1447B.

¥ pt 17308 the Battalion had registered and w@is ready to accept fire missions,

Lec 5 Joe Ward, Battery WC! was evacuated to the rear because of Battle Exhaustion.

At noon the next day the Battalion received Close Station March Order and o

Early the next morning l42nd Field Artillery Uroup reported that a German
plene had been shot down and part of its crew had been captured, & part of the
crew was sbill at large and there was also a possibility of paratroopers being
dropped. At 132@B, VII Corps Artillery reported countsr-attacks in the vicinity
of 8t Pois and the Battalion was laid on this point for possible counter attack
misslons, ’g ?O&ug;"" 6 m‘\‘*\&g WA ;\ D’”ﬁj‘ far a\gﬁg}"\w'
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o At ll5¢B August 6 1944 the Battalion was given Glose Station liarch Orde\f;‘;};s?;m ,,a)i ‘
) ‘\\»T;{’ by lh2nd Field Artillery Group. -Helease time was to be 1908 that evening, @ ?Q\‘ 2] ,A}
p%@@%f the 1light vehicles infiltrated to the new position area Coor 1518123, 4 miles ° ﬁf;@'ﬁ'
b UL dewest of Mortain. ‘the heavy column left at 19¢¢B, arriving at the new position ,_{g -9 %;
- "ot 202008, At 2355B the Battalion was ready to fire, Lt Donald 4. Wood, Bab— ' g
talion S=2 reconnoitered for an OP near Mortain and returned at dark. ‘The U ¢
next morning he attempted to occupy.the OF was unable to do so because enemy i xgﬁ
armor had infiltrated during the night and held the roads between the Battal- 1ot \%{
ion and the OP., Enemy armored vehicles were apparently massing for a counter !l@ {4
abtack near Mortain. On ‘the afternoon of the 7th the Commanding General of L 5"
L {@%he 30th Infantry Division Artillery visited the Battalion CP for a few min- i Ei@

£
“{l R Wl ST - ] N . “
% %‘W utes.m'fl’he next morning an Air Corps Radio BSet and Opsrators were sent to the %w

#\N-W”‘f N

‘Battalion for the purpose of firing Arty/R Missions with high performance aire
craft as observées. At 23458 enemy aircraft flew over the Area and were fired
on by adjacent AA units.

Between @3P¥B and PLPFB the next morning the Battalion received about 50
rounds of counter=battery fire., ©“hells landed in the Bgttalion CP Area and
one round penstrated a barn, causing no casualties, Service Battery reported
ten rounds of heavy caliber landing within 4O gards of the rear echelon CP,

By #63¢B all shelling in the Battalion and adjacent areas had ceased. ‘lhere
were no casualties or damage to materiel, except that gseveral. communication
lines were cub. Ab @83@B the 98lst Field Artillery Battalion took over the
Arty/H Mission and the Air Corps Radio Set was sent to them, <he Alr OP's of
142nd Field Artillery Group, 980th Field Artillery Battalion and 98lst Field
Artillery Battalion were to fly a patrol searching for enemy flak positicns
for the rest of the day. About noon a WX communicetion was received from
Gommending General, First Army directing that First Sergeant George #, Uarlson
and S/Sgt William H. Miller be discharged as of 8 August 1944 and commissioned
Second Lieutenants, tield Artillery, in the Army of the United States as of
that day, 9 August 1944, this made a total of four battlefield commissions
since the Battzlion landing in France. At 2¢558 Headquerters Batbtery and adjac- \
ent sreas received a few rounds of harrasing fire. At 223¢@B Service Battery S
reported enemy shells landing in their area, ,3r§5

. At 12¢¢B, 10 August 19LL, 1/2nd Field Artillery Group ordered the Battale- o Q: o
ion to take over the Arty/R Mission commencing at 1L#B. British Typhoons A~
strafed the Battalion Area with rocket guns ‘but there were no casualties. Lhe 5£9§?i¥&
same day First Sergeant Joe Dial Jr., Service Battery, because of Bafple Hx= W'y 9% '\,
haushieny, was evacuated to the SE@nduiollectionstation, AL 13¢¢@B the Arty/Rgﬁyﬁﬁgﬁwﬁk
Hission was cancelled by the 142nd Field Artillery Uroup. At 145@B the missions LY e
of the 142nd Field Artillery Group was changed to direct support of the 35th g mﬁy“
Infantry Division, “The initial attack was to be at 15¢@B, Lhe mission of the(f av
980th Field Artillery Battalion was to continue support of the =30tHTHTENEEY Kb&ﬁ)
Dibeiorhrtildery and to furnish fires for the 35th Infantry Division from )
its same position. ¥The Battalion was given an unlimited ammunition allowance
for the support. of the &b ErforrbryaDisvg o]

Barly on the morning of the 11lth several rounds of harrasing fire fell
near the Battglion (P area, At (3¢¢B Battery "G' reported 20 flares dropped
north of the Battery position and bombing, with location unknown, A&t ¢32¢B
enemy planes bombed near the Battalion area and Battery "B" reported one hit on
road adjacent to the Battery Area, There was no. damage reported. During the
afternoon the Battalion Commander visited Battery A" which was in position near
Mayerne, in support of the Tirst~Infantry.Dimision.
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History 980th field Artillery Battalion, Page 1. Continued

At 19¢@B the Battalion reeeived a gschedule of fires from the 35th Infantry
Division calling for 19 missions to be fired, 4t @@35B the next morming the
Battalion area was again bombed; Battery TH" yreceived a hit close to its No. 1
Gun Position and two bombs fell near the Battslion GP, 4 large fire was start~

‘ed to the rear of Bdttery'“C” area, one enemy plane was seen.falling in flames
Cat @118, At 184L@B six rounds of artillery fire landed in the CP of Battery

HEH . One man, Private Victor Clementoni, 73549008, was killed and four enlisted
men injured in Battery #B1, .

Iarly the next morning at @715B 13 August 1944 the Battalion Commander
and party left on reconnaissance for new position, %Yhe Battalion received Ulose
Station March Order at 145@B from 142nd Field Artillery “roup but the heavy
column was to remsin in the position area until the next morning dus to traffic.
The light column left and closed in the rendezvous area.at 18358, 4t #5308
the next morning the Battalion received orders that the heavy column would

f/i“if"
94?07\ B not march until 11378, Hﬂdvy column closed in rendezvous at 1L5@H, at St,

fj

m':l zﬁ "5 %

ars=Sur~Gulmont, Coor.y¥750800, U[he Battalion was to remain here in rendez—
vous awalting orders to move forward, rather than to occupy positions,

At 22108 the Battalion received Close Station March Order and was to
leave as soon as posgsible for the First Division Zone of Action. “the.Battale
ion was detached from VII Corps Artillery and attached to the First Division
for tactical control, At ¢hh5B the Battalion closed in its rendezvous arssg
north of Couterns., The Battalion Commander reported to the First Infantry
Division Artillery CP, first at ¢8¢¢L and then later in the morning., During
his absence two men of the Bivision Artillery H@adquerters Battbry'werc Kil-
led by snipers. At @945B the Battalion left its rendegvous area for its new
position arwa., Battery WA" which had been attached to the First Infantry Dive
ision during this time reverted to Battalion Control effective 1@LgB, 15

August 1944, Lhe Battalion, less Battery "AY, closed in position at Goor, ¥965- ;

025, approximately one~half mile north of St. MlChcl—LesswAndaln@s at 13@0B.
Battery A" was unable to join the Battalion until 17¢@B because of traffic
conjestion,

The Battalion went into position where the Firdt Infantry Division had a
front line patrol only, YThe entire Battalion was temporarily in front of the
front line, On the afternoon of the 15th the Battalion OP was occupied by

the 5-2 and Babtallon Commarider and the vehicles drew machine gun fire and ~<§

small arms fire from bobth sides of the road each time, The OP was withdrawn
for the night and re=established early the next mornlnb, however, visibility
was poor for the entire day.

By ¢6¢¢B 16 August 1941 the Battalion had fired & total of 16,505 rounds
in action in France, All of the gun tubes were now well worn and Tube No. 7A>
in Battery ¥B" was replaced by a new tube No, 725, Yube No, 745 had received an
unofficial title of "Fhistling Bessie! due to the fact that it dhrew several
rotating bands before being replaced, . ;

At 1808 thnrty enemy planes were reported flying towards the Battalion
area, but were never sighted., At 230FB Battery YA reported small arms fire in
woods to their right front but were unable to determine whether it was enemy
or friendly.

w1l =
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Lt Donald A. Wood, Battalion S«=2. Five round.trips were made to the OF by (}{g?
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History, 980th Field Artillery Battalion, Page 15 Continued.

The next day It Wood was still unable to observe due to the heavy ground %{
haze, A&t 11@5B 17 fugust 1944 the First Division Artillery Commander ordered e
the  gun. crews to be reduced to skeleton crews and start cleaning their mater-
iel in preparation for & new campaign, Orders were received from the Command-
ing General, First United States Army promoting Captain Robert W. Clirehugh to
¥ajor and 2nd Lt Norman J. Furth to First Lieutenante. ‘

&t 1@55B 18 fugust 1944 the First Infantry Division drtillery ordered
all radios closed down except the SCR 193, The Battalion received orders to
maintenance vehicles, equipment and personnel over a 48 hour period commenc- N
ing 1247B 18 August 1944. it

At #3258 19 August 1944 the Commanding General, First Infantry Division
Artillery ordered the guns to march order as the Battalion's tactical respon-
sibility for the position was over and Battalion went into its first rest per-
iod since landing in Franee, S/3gt Mex E. Young, Air Liaison Pilot was com-
missioned & Second Lieutenant upon orders of Gommanding General, First United
States &rmy. ' "

B
,

&t 1445B 20 August 1944 Major General Collins, Commanding General, VII
Corps presented the &ir Medal to lst Lt. Norman J. Furth, Batiery "B", &ir
Liaison Observer and Second Lieutenant Max E. Young, Headquarters Battery, &ir
Liaisen Pilot, at a small formation held at Headquarters Battery area, Iater
in the afternoen the Commending General VII Gorps &rtillery visited the area for
15 minutes at which time the officers of the Battalion were presented to him,
The Corps Artillery Commanding General commented upon the excellent record of
the Battalion, ‘ ’

v

i

First Sergeant Charles W. Barrett was commissioned a Second Lieutenant,
Field Artillery, in the Army of the United States upon orders of the Commanding
General, First United States Army, This made a total of six battlefield com-
missions within the Battalion for the month of &ugust 1944.

The Battalion, less Battery "A" was detached from First Infantry Division
Artillery and reverted to VII Corps Artillery control as of 137¢B 22 August 1944,

' The Battalion remained in rest period until PO@F@B 25 August 1944 when it
was alerted for movement to a rendezvous position, 2% miles eastof Courville
Sur Bure, the Battalion crossed the IP at 1@@@B and arrived at its rendezvous
area at 19@5B. By 223@B all disabled vehicles had been repaired and were clos-
ed in the area, 'Total distance of the march was 110 miles.

On the 26th August 1944 the Battalion left the rendezvous area at 17158
and marched to & new rendezvous area one-half mile west of Bouray, arriving
at P@35B the 27th, Total distance of march was 65 miles. &t 18588 the Bat-
talion was ordered to attach one officer, ten enlisted men and four vehicles
“to the 692nd QM Battalion to help form a provisional truck company.

On the 28th the Battalion remained in rendezvous and the officers and men
attended a USO Show at 142nd Field Artillery Group. area, featuring Dinah Shore,

=15 =
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At (J93@B 29 August 194l the Battalion left for a new rendezvous area and., I} i
arrived at 1410B at Goor.u$3933, L mile south of Villeneuve le Comte, Lhe Yyl
Battalion remained in rendezvous until @821B the 31lst of August 194k, when B
it left for a new position. The Battalion was attached to the First Infant#® ‘
Division Artillery as of 1¢@@B enroute. 'the Battalion went into a previcusly , &yrlf ”ﬁ&)
selected rendezvous position at Goor. $810820, 8 miles south of Soissons, for YD ;”f»JTM
1% hours and then continued its march arriving at its destination at 18378, f%“;ﬁ}tﬁ:ES§éi;
Coor. 0-026092, 3% miles sough of Laon, at 2018 the Battalion was ready to fiFfe.

W' 3N = 382 BT _
History of Battery WAl, 980th Field Artillery Battalion from 3 August 1944

£0°15 August 1944 while attached to the FirstAInfantry Division Artillerys

Battery WAM, 980th Field Artillery Battalion, commanded by Gaptain Byron
W. Todd was attached on August 3, 1944 to the First Infantry Division Artillery
as general support artillery for the First Division drive to the southeast of
Avaranches. Reconnaissance was made from the battery position one and one~half
miles north of Villedieu, on the night of 2 August 19L4. Because of rapid adw
vance of the First Division, the Battery moved into bivouac one mile north of
Brecey, rather than . into a firing position in the same area, Further reconnais-
sance was made, and the battery moved into position late in the afternoon, one
and one=half miles west of the town of Juvigny, which was still in enemy hadds, !
From this position, the battery rendered general support in the form of .
harrasing and counter battery fire. One platoon of BubieriiDiElOsrdaiinywas
attached to the.Battery L August 1944. Considerable asrial actlvity on the
part of the enemy was seen in this ares; and while the battery received no
asrial attack, it was subjected to some counter-battery fire on the afternoon
of 5 August 1944.

On Sunday 6 August 1944 the First Division having gsecured a line running
generally sougheast through Mortain and Barenton, was relieved by the 30th
Infantry Diwisdoen, The Fipst Vivision then marched to the southeast to take
posTETon along the Mayenne river in the vieinity of HMayenne, Battery "A" being
sttached to the 26th Combat Team which was in Pivision Heserve, move to a biv-
ouac area one mile northwest of Ouisseau. finroute, a light enemy air attack
occurad which caused neither damage nor casualty. he reception given the Am-
ericans by theiso recently liberated French people was impressive. The Bat-
tery went from bivouac to firing position in the same area and continued its

missions of general support,

Sunday, 13 August 1944 the Battery moved to a position one-half mile north
of Lassay with the mission of delivering fire to the Horth to protect the First
Division's advance to the northeast of Mayemne,

, Monday the battery again displaced to the Hortheast, and took up a position
two mikes west of Couterne, where it delivered harassing fire to the North,

yuesday, 15 August 19Lk the Battery rejoined 980th Field Artillery Bate
talion one~half mile north of 3t. Michel~lewAndaines.
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History 980th Field Artillery Battalion, Pags 17 Gontinued

Battery "AW, 980th Field Artillery Battalion, commanded by Captain Byron
W. Todd, was attached to First Infantry Division Artillery at 13¢#B 22 Aug-
ust 1944. A billeting party was sent to Division Artillery and the Battery
remained in rendezvous north of St, Michel~Les-Andaines until 165@B the 24th.
It mar;hed to a rendezvous area at Lepl Beuvis, Coor, W098994, arriving there
at 233 Be

On the 25th the Battery left its area at 113¢B and proceeded to a ren—
dezvous area near Bolssy=le-Gutte, Goor. R965004, arriving there at 1807 B,
the Battery stayed in rendezvous the 26th and left at 17453 the 27th for its
new rendegvous area, Goor. S257270, arriving at 230¢B.

On the 28th the Battery moved to a new area to. Goor. Shhlhé2, closing
in the area at 1815B, ©On the 29th the Battery marched again to an area at
Goor. 5578662, arriving at 2@@@B. time of march 2 hours and 45 minutes.

On the 30th the Battery moved to a new position, leaving at 193¢B and
arriving in position at 213@B, Coor. S75489k.

A l5¢¢B 21 August 194, the Battery left to rejoin the 980th Fiéld Arts
illery Battalion at a position three and one~half miles south of Laon. The
Battery joined the Battalion at 168@@B, 31 August 1945,

By this date, 1 September 1944 the Battalion had fired 16,886 rounds
in combat. An OP was established in Laon on top of a water tower at noon
of the First, commanded by Lt Qarlson. At 1545B the First Division Artil-
lery Executive Officer visited the CP for 20 minutes and gave orders for
the Battalion's displacement and at 1633B the Battalion Gommender and Recw
connalssance parties left on reconnaissance. At lBAﬁB»the Battalion wommands
er radioed back, March Order and returned in a few pinutes. ‘The Battalion
left at 192@¢B and closed in the new position at Coor. OL43241, one mile .

east of Pierrepont at 211¢B. 9° 3%%@ Mo %ﬁqﬁﬁg

Early the next morning several "Flying Bombs" passed over the Battalion

aimed in the general direction of Paris, “the Second Platoon, Battery ngn,
22085CHENR),, who had been attached 31 August 1944 arrived and joined the
Battalion. At 1245B the Battalion Gommander left on reconnasissance and the
Battery Commanders and reconnalssance parties left at 133@B, to meet the
Battalion Commander at Fontenelle, The Battalion received orders to move

at 15¢@B, and the march route, from First Division Artillery at 131¢B, The
Battalion left at 15 @B anq?ar;iva at its ! w position near Flamengrie,
Coor. 0265633,at 19%5B. 5&?‘”@@’ e i’fj s (4B TE g{j“?gf%’

At @212B the next morning, 3 September 1944 a message was received from
First Infantry Division Artillery stating that French troops were to be
dropped in Worthern france, but none were cited by the unit, it ¢92¢B the
Battalion received Close Station, March Order, the Battalion Commander and
his party left on reconnaissance ab 1¢2¢B and the Battalion left at 113¢B,
At 14558 the Battalion stopped in a rendezvous position one mile south of
Avesnes until 1825B to allow the Infantry to clear the area ahead of the
Battalion, and then the Battalion continued on to ifs rendezvous position, 2

miles east of Maubeuge, Coor. 0289937, arriving at 2@LJFB. ﬂﬂ&a( Mpng
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.

v The next morning the Battalion drained 200 gallons of gasoline from its

vehicles and turned it over to the First Infantry Division Quartermaster to
help relieve the gasoline shortage. this left the Battalion enough gasoline
for gbout thirty miles of travel, At @750B the same morning, the Battalion
Commander left for First Division Artillery CP, At 1158 men from Headquarters
Battery and Battery "B' under command of Uaptain fichard R. Watson and Capbaln
Kenneth F. Ames capbtured 123 prisoners about 1000 yards northwest of the battal-
ion CP, ‘'hess German soldiers would surrender to the American Army but not

tb the French Forces of the Interior, The prisoners were marched to the First
Infantry Division PW Cage. At the same time the attached 44 unit, 2nd Platoon,
Battery "CY, 103rd AA, under command of Lt Harlan Meyer captured 60 prisoners,
in the same vicinity., <The Battalion Uommander returned to the CP at 11p¢5,

tYhe Battalion Commander left for First Division Artillery CP again at 12508
and the reconnaissance parties left at 14458, and accompanied the Battalion Com-
mander on reconnaissance, While makifg reconnaissance shead of the Battery
Commanders, Lt Colonel Welch, Uaptain McGinty and Lt Wood were shot at whikh
enemy machine gun fire but were not hit. the fire came from bulldings acroww
the open fields about 400 yards in front of Battery 8% pogition area. ‘Lhe Bat~
talion left for its new position at 1615B. 'lhe head of the Battalion colum

crogsed the Belgium border at 17508 and closed in position, in Belgium by 17558, JM%%Q

at Coor. J308086, two and one-half miles south of Mons. the Belgium populat~£§5@3ﬁf:3

ion was extremely happy to see American soldiers and wished the Battalion to = k&@ﬁjq'£§
G

b
stay for two weeks. Lhe Battalion sent nine men and three ,50 caliber Machine™
Guns to the IFaAFHEFEEDTvhsionsPiwstockade to help guard over 4,000 Prisoners
of War. ‘lhe Stockade was attacked during the night and the men fired over

300 rounds in repelling the attack. By 193¢B, personnel of Headquarters and
Battery "AY and "BY had taken 18 prisoners, 4 Battalion PW Stockade was set up
by Headquarters Battery with a special guard, as the prisoners were prought in
too fast to evacuate them during the night, By @6@@B the next morning the

* Battalion had taken 36 prisoners. At @OP@B a Machine Gun crww under com-

mand of Corporal Quinlan, Headquarters Battery halted two German soldiers near
the Battalion Firs Direction Center, who immediately took cover at the roadside,
Gorporal Quinlan fired a burst from the Mgchine Gun and the enemy called out
#Kamerad", Privete Ross moved up on the flank to capture them when one of

the enemy opened fire with & machine pistol, Uorporal Quinlan returned the
fire with his machine gun, killing one and badly wounding the other., It wmas
found that the soldier carrying the Wermen machine pistol was & litber barrier
carrying a Ueneva Uonvention Vard.

While Battery "B'" was capturing some prisoners the same day, one of the
prisoners pulled the release on an Heggl grenade and rolled it towards his
captors after he had surrendered and then immediately put up his hands. Private
Zammit picket the grenade up and threw it to the flank were it exploded, casue

ing no damage,

By @6@@B the same morning, Lt Long Jr had occupied an OP upon a coal mine:
dump near Battalion Headquarters. but did not observe any hostile activity dur~
ing the daye By l@¢¢B the Battalion had taken 197 prisoners in the previous
48 hours.
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At ¢8%¢B the next morning, Enlisted Men of batberies WA" and "C" captured
2 and 8 prisoners respectively. At 120@B the Battalion Uommander end billet—
g party left for a new rendezvous area and the Battalion lOllOW“d at 1745k,
By 2¢¢5b the Battalion had chosed in rendezvous at Coor, J600070, three and £
one=half miles east of Charleroi. The Battalion had received some guarters 2} {
of beef and a steak fry was enjoyed in this position] the first since leaVLnﬂ%
England, As usual the Belgiums were out in great force looking for something
to eat or smoke,

. At 12h¢B the next day, 7 September 194L, the Battalion Commander and
reconnaissance party left to-look for a new biveouac p051tlon and the Battale
ion followed at 152¢B, ‘'he Battalion chosed in its new area &t 20353, at
Coor. 5217109, 2 miles northwest of Huy., the battdllon Wd ing DlVOU%C
th t 1 gt . :
a mill with the guns parked on hard anding o 4} @%f E}@ 3 %%

Lthe nexit day while the Division Executive Officer was ¥isiting the Bat~
talion to give details for its next move, 2 FW 190's flew over the arsa at
1345B, The attached 84 unit opened fire and caused one of the planes to
leave the area trailing black smoke, The Battalion Commander immediately
ordered the guns to pull oubt of the area and disperse along the main road in
case the enemy planes returned for an attack. A&t 1LPPB the Battalion Com=
mender and reconnaisgsance party left for reconnaissance of the new arsa and the
Battalion followed at 154@8, ' Lhe Battalion closed in its new area &b 18@@B,
at Coor, K329282, 9 miles west o{ﬂglege H g the Battalion spent a guiet

ight and the follow:nc dey. Eﬁ}“”’“ﬁﬁi {*3”vw?f;f§”£M*

At 22188, the next evenlng, 9 September 1944, Uaptain Frank Yagin, Bat-
tery "AW, 557th CA(AA) reported to the Battalion Tfor orders, concerning his
Battery whlrh wag on the march to join the Battalion. Battery "AM, 557 CA(AA)
was to replace the 2nd Platoon, Battery "C¢, 103 AA as AA security for the

" Battalion, - The Battery's armament consisted of eight 4Omm Bufor's and eight

.50 caliber M51 mounts on trailers,

At 13158 the next afternoonﬂ%he Battalion Commander eand his reconnaissance
party left for a new posithon area, ‘'he Battalion followed at 15238 and clos~ 27y &
ed in the new position one mile northwest of Herve, Coor. K605299, at lSB%B.;é?
ond Lt R. G, Booth repobbéd for duty from the 92nd Replacement Hattalion )crgﬁﬂ
paragraph 14, SO #56 that organ and was attached to Battalion Headquarters, ™7
unassigned, .

Captain Paul H, Hichards and 10 Enlisted Men who had been attached to
the 692nd Quartermaster Battalion as part of & provisional trucking company
returned from Detached Service to the Battalion at 19f¢B.

The next morning, 11 oeptember 1944, General Andrus, First Infantry

Division Artillery Commender assigned the Battalion a harresing mission on a

railroad overpass in Germany, %he mission was fired by the No. 3 Gun Section
of Battery WAW, 980th FA Bn. The method of fire was No. 3, 3 rounds. 'The gun
nas located ut Goor. K8071538695, ‘he Gun Target Range was 24,130 yards,

fhe first round landed at @829B plus 50 seconds, JLhe Sattery Commander was
Captain Byron W. ‘fodd, the Section Chief was Sgt itobert L., Hayden, and the
operations Sgt was tec 4 Thomas J, Hildago. These three.rounds were believed
by General Andrus to be the first American Artillery Shells to land in Ger-
many in World War IT. v,
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History, 980th Field Artillery Battelion, Page 20 Continued.

4t P825B the same mornimg, Battery "4, 557 G4 (44) which had been march-
ing to join the Battalion arrived and replaced, 2und Platoon, Battery "G", 103
Ci(AL) as Battalion 44 security. Lt Thomas H. Evans Jr., Battalion Liaison
Pilot was evacuated to the hospital because of an ear infection and It Hen-
nricks, 142nd Field Artillery Group, Liaison Pilot, reported for duty at R1@B.

7 A4

The Battalion Commander and reconnaisgance party left gany the next morn-
ing and the Battelion left its position at 83§ and marched to its new pos- , - J
ition 2 miles south of Aubel, Coor.-K673328, arriving at P94@B, without inffii) %é? %{:} ft

cident. The total distance of march was six miles, over a rather winding road, ; e
; , 25 20",
&t P6LPB the next morning, 13 September 1944, Lt R.G. Bgpobh left with ~ ~ ~ 7
three 5th Section trucks to help form a truck train to haul ammnition for
First Infantry Bivision, 4t F70@B Battery "C" captured 4 prisoners who were
walking down a Railroad track and walked into the Battery Area. The prison-
ers were taken to the First Infantry Division, ¥ Cage, :

At 1§30B the Battalion Gommander and reconnaissance party left on recon-
naissance and at 1315B the Battalion Commander eturned and left with the
Battalion at 165@B. The Battalion closed in its new position at 1815 at GCoor, P
VK765328, four miles northwest of Eupen, and was ready to fire at 1844B. &t 5p° 0S¥ %
11758 the next day the Battalicn was given the additional mission of rein- Py d
forcing the fires of the VII Corps. At 15@3B the Battalion fired 48 rounds — -~ ¢ / &=
en a railroad train, which was moving south of Aachen, with excellent results.
Lt Young, Liaison Pilot and S/8gt Kirchner, Cbserver, adjusted the fire on the
train.

The next day, 15 September 1944, the Battalion fired a few missions but
nothing unusual. Between the hours of FER@B and PL3@B 16 September 1944 en- N
emy artillery fire fell in the ares to the rear of the Battalion. .Captain : W

Richards, Battalion S-2 investigated the impact area after daylight and ' ﬁ
found shell fragments which indicated large caliber. The fragments were
turned over to the Survey Officer, First Infantry Division &rtillery, for

further study. It is believed the shelling was from an & inch gun. Tine R
fire from a smaller caliber weapon was alsc received during the early morn- N $§~
ing hours. By Z67#B the Battalion had fired 18,082 rounds in combat, Be- BRI
tween 17558 and 18358 the Battalion witnessed an serial "dog fight" between “i§’ !
P-38's and FW 190's, Three planes were seen to fall, two of which were iden~ ~ A

tified as FW 190's,.

:
A gl

The ne%t morning at Fl1PB the Battalion was ordered to cease fire on
all missions. ALl watches in the Battalion were set back to WRpd at #3ggs. I . &
The new time zone was to be ABLE, el | AR

&t 110@A the next morning theﬁéattalion was ordered to relieve Lt
Hennricks, fsa't 4ir Officer, 142nd Field Artillery Group and he returned to
his organization. &t 12204 the Battalion received orders that it would
revert to VII Corps &rtillery and would work directly under Corps Artillery
control, upon displacement of the Battalio%:j The Battalion Commander and
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History, 980th Field"Artillery Battalion, Page 21 Continued

reconnaissance parties left at 1254 and the Battalion Commander returned
to the Battalion CP at 14314, At 145@A the Battalion received orders to dis-

place anytime after. 153@&, and left position at 15454. The Battalion closed in j
its new position area at Coor, X873338, 6 miles south of 4achen, at 17454. f&Daﬁéftgfj;H“
This was the first positioh occupied by the Battalion in Germeny. At #2314 / D NGty F
the next morning, No. 1 Gun of Battery & was temporarily out of action because™ — ! &
of a frozen elevating brake, At 11P@A an enemy plane flying low over the area

was shot down by nearby 42 units. It Booth who had been on an ammunition haul-

ing detail returned to the Battalion at 15ffA, He reported a successful trip

except for two of: the trucks becoming mired in the mud which had to be pulled

out by the Battalion wrecker, 4t 16334, an enemy plane flying high over the

Battalion area was fired at by the attached AA and driven away, At 2@3f& the

"Battalion was placed under control of the 142nd Field 4rtillery Group,

&t noon the next day thg‘égrps drtillery Commanding General visited the
Battalion for an hour and commented upon the excellent appearance of the men
of the Battalion and the leadership of the officer persomnel, The Battalion
calibrated a gun tube No, 725 which it had received some time Before and
found it to have a muzzle velocity of 53 f/s greater than the rest of the
guns of the Battalion. A&t 21384 the Battalion was notified by the attached
44 Battery that, night-fighter cover would be available and the A& would do
no night firing. &t 223k the Battalion fired approximately 200 rounds in
clese support of a task force of the 3rd Armored Division, 2 miles east of
Stolberg., Paragraph 2, Field Artillery Periodic Report No. 93, Headquarters
VIT Corps Artillery, 20 beptember 1944 reported the mission as follows:
"9g80th F4 Bn (155 Gi fired several close support missions in support of an
isolated task force of the 3rd 4rmd Div., Fire was brought within 500 yerds
of friendly troops with results and accuracy reported excellent!,

Barly the next morning at @@3gA 20 September 1944, the Battalion re-
ceived a small amount of counterbattery fire, Both time fire and percussion
fire was used., One round landed between Battery A" CP and the Executive Of-
ficers Post., There were no casualties nor damage of materiel in the Bat-
talion. &t 113fA the Commanding Officer, 142nd Field Artillery Group vis-
ited the Battalion CP for helf an hour, ,

At @3gfA 21 September 1944 the Battalion received s message from the
attached A4 to be especially on the watch for, and report any large explos-
lons, flying bombs, or any other evidence of new vengeance weapons,

At 13f84 the No, 2 Gun of Battery UBM, Gun #839, started throwing rotat-
ing bands, Gun No., 725, also of Battery "B" was turned in to Ordnance because
of a faulty counter recoil mechanism and was replaced the same day by Gmn
#1721, The next afternoon Gun #1721 was calibrated and found to have s muzzle
velocity of 65 f/s greater than the other guns of the Battalion., A4t 193@4
Battery "A" was designated to work with a direct hook-up with the 13th Field
Adrtillery Observation Battalion for counter battery work., A 5th Section truck

~of Battery "G" returning from the ASP with ammunition dropped its trailer
thru a bridge which had been weakened by the truck passing over it. The
trailer was removed, unloaded and left by the roadside, The Battalion wrecker
retreived the trailer the next morning after daylight. The trailer axle
was sent to Ordnance to- be straightened,
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&t g@1@A 23 Sepbember 1944 the Battalion fired 24 rounds on an sneny
battery two and one-half miles east of Eschweiler, Par 2 Fisld Artillery
Periodic teport No., 96, Hg VII Corps Arty, 23 September 1944 reported the
mission as follows: Wlhe 13th FA Obsn Bn reported from a flash OP a 4 gun
battery active at @@PFli. A shelrep from the 9th Div Arty was received at
@P@54.. ‘The 980th FA Bn (155 G) and 195th FA Bn (8" H) fired 2 volleys each
at @PLPA TOV. FKlash base reported large explosion.and 2 fires started; the
9th Div Arty reported the shelling on them.had ceased®,

At PoPPA the No. 4 piece of Battery WBM, Gun #1721 was sent to Ordnance

to have its carriage changsd. \
2 cet”

At f93pA the next day the -Battalion fired on an enemy. gun position two
and one=half miles east of Hschweiler, Par 2, Field Artillery Periodic Re-
port Noe. 97, VII Gorps Arty, 24 September 1944 reported the mission as follows:
"eround observation from 3rd Armd Div Arty adjusted 980th FA Bn (155 6) on.
a heavy enemy gun, ‘Lhe battalion fired 2 volleys for effect with converged
sheaf, range 16,400 yards; observer reported entire position blown up with
explosions continuing for 5 minutesh, .

‘Aﬁ'llBQR No, 3 Gun Battery-"gw was taken out of action for thres and one=
half hours in order to have the recoil mechanism checked and repaired. Gun
#L721, Battery "B' was returned from Ordnance and wes ready to fire abt 12064,

: the Battalion fired a coneentration on a enemy gun battery, line over
VII Corps Artillery GP, as the Commanding General, VII Uorps Artillery was
being decorated with the Silver Star Medal, at 15154 25 September 194k,
At 16554 2nd Lt Vincent W. Linzmen reported for duty from 92nd Heplacement
Battalion, per Par. 10, SO #100, 25 September 194k, same Headquarters,

By this date No. 2 piece, Gun No, #725, Ne. 4 piece, Gune No, #70L of
Battery "AM" and No, 4 piece, Gun No., #737 of Battery "C" were throwing rotating
bands, -

At 1QLOA the next day, 26 September 194/, Battery "B" reported small
arms fire. and machine gun fire in front of their position area, At 15554
an Alr OP of the First Infantry Division Artillery adjusted the Battalion
on an enemy babbtery at Kinzweilsr, northeast of Aachen, Par. 2, FA Periodic
Report No, 100, VII Corps Arty, 27 September reported the mission as foll-
owst Par, 2t "980th F4 Bn (155 G). while adjusting on a énemy battery at a

- range of 14,000.yards, obtained a hit with the second round on some ammunit-

ion causing largexplosions. ‘iIwo Battalion volleys were fired for effact
and a direct hit was scored on one gun, -the mission was observed by an
Mr OP of the lst Div ArtyM.

At 201@A No. 4 piece of Battery "A" was out for 12 hours because of a
faulty obturator spindle plug. B : ‘

the next afternoon the‘%ed Cross Glubmobile "20th CénturyY served the
Battalion coffee and doughnuts. At 163@4 two ME 109's flew over the Battale-
ion area and were fired on by the attached Al unit, .One plane was reported
to be trailing black smoke as it left the area,
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At 1LPZK the next day the' Battalion received orders to shift one cattery
to the right to cover an additional field of fire due to the displacemsnt of
the 981zt Field Artillery Battalion. Battery "B' was shifted 4OOm to the right,
one gun at s time, .

At 1500A Major General:Collins, presented awards to individuals of the
VIT Corps abt the 296th kngineer Area, one mile northwest of Hoetgen. Gapbain
Kenneth ¥, Ames, lec 5 Marvin:'L, Snydsr, and Pvt Leonard &. Smith Were prege
ented citations for the Bronze Star Medal., Lb Hax K. Young was decorated
with the Bronze Oak Leaf Clusbter to the Air Medal, and Lt George D. Deppen was
decorated with the Air Medal. At 20@PA Battery "A" was ordered to cease fire
on all missions for Sattery #BU, 13th rield Artillery Observation Battallon due
to lack of smmunition. At @75@4 the next mornimyg, 29 September 194L, Batbtery
HAM was relessed to fire missions again for Battery #8%, 13th FA Oban Bn, At
20554 Battery WAM was again ordered to cease firing on.all missions from dattery
mEM, 13th FA Oban Bn,

At ¢919A 30 Septembér Battery "A" was released to fire missions for Battery
B, 13%h FA Obsn Bn. At 2318 Battery "A" was suspended from firing misglons
for 13th FA Obsn Bn for the night. . ' ,

By @6@ps L October 194k the Battalion had fired a total of 20,665 rounds
in combat. The gun tubes by now were very badly worn. At LLAPA the No, 3
gun of Battery "B' was out of .action due to a faulty recoll mechanisms

o 200t » N

The next morning the Battalion fired four counter=flak missions before
the air attack at POPPA and fired preparations for the attack of the XIX
Corps at 1@¥554, Captain Avthur Ji Head was relieved from the dutkes of Babe
talion 8-4 and Commanding Officer, Service Battery and assigned as Battalion
§-2, Uaptain Paul H, Richards was relieved of assignment as Battalion S~2
and assigned as Battalion S=4 and Commanding Officer, Service Battery. At
'l¢h¢A the No. 3 Gun of Battery "B" was back in action. &t 14974 No, L4 gan of
Battery "A" was out of action with a faulty obturator spindle plug until 19124,

At ¢2¢AA 3 October 1944 the Battalion fired a counter=battery mission from
s sound location. Paragraph 2, Field Artillery Periodic Report No, 106, He
VII Dorps Artillery reported the mission as follows: "One counter—battery
mission fired by the 980th FA Bn (155G) silenced the enemy batterys that were
neutralizing the 7th F4 Bn of the First Div, Bn 4 volleys were fired on an
‘accurate sound plot, and the fire immediately ceased on the 7th FA Bn', » i}
. - . . i

Lt Max H., Young, Liaison Pilet and S/8gt Kirchner, Observer were fired ~$‘#3Z§E> {q )
upon from vicinity of K0039 whileon an observation mission. One bullet pene- "af%fﬁfiif‘é;
trated the plane six feet from the occupants. i'he same day orders were recelved * —~
from first United States Army announcing the battlefield promotion of Uaptain
Richard R. Watson to Major and lst Lts Donald A. Wood and Ralph J. Mouw to
Gaptain, effective the 29th of September 1944. :

At 1@31A 4 October 1944 the Battalion redeived orders for Battery "A" to
resume taking fire missions direct from the 13th FA Observation Battalion,

From 14304 to 15@PA 5 October 194/ enemy planes were over the Battalion
area and were fired on by attached and adjacent AA units. Battery %A, 557th AAA
claimed one category II. At 23@fA Battery "A" was ordered to cease.firing on 13th
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Field Artillery Observation Battalion missions, until @9134 the next morn-
ing, Also the night of October 6=7th Battery "AM was suspended from firing
for 13th FA Obsn Bn. ‘ .

At @93¢A 7 October 194k a complaint was received from a Uerman citizen
that one of his milk cows had been killed and butchered in the Battalion area.
Higher Headquarters was notified and 2nd Lt Wm. J, O'Comnor, Company "B, 507
Bn, ¥MP, VII Corps was sent to:make and investigation, <Lhe results of.his
investigation were-that appsarently a. cow had besn killed at the edge of a fisld -

.about 500 yards from the Battalion 'GP, as ‘evidenced by a pool of blood there;

a search of the kiﬁchens'offthe*Battalibn failed.to find any meat or any know-
ledge of a butchery, LThe MP officer was of the positive opinion that the
killing had been done by some other unit, '

. No. 4 gun of Battery MG was out of action from LfAgA until 133¢A when’
the Ordnance finished inspecting it and reported it in satisfactory condition
tQ'continue firing..

Yhe next day, & October 1944 the Battalion received one more package of
cigarettes per man, ‘Llhe Battalion received one days rations of cigarettes
and candy on 1 October 194k and one days rations on A4 October 1944, this made
a total of three packages of cagarettes per man in a total of eight days.

By this time the men's reserve supply, which had been built up in Normandy -
had vanished, All efforts to obtain more cigarettes had been futile dus to
serious shortage at the supply bases., Lo add to this, the Babtalion was ou
WBM rations which had no cigarettes in it as did the H10=14,

- ox : :

About noon-2nd Lt Vince > linzman was sent to the 98lst Field Artillery
Battalion on Special. Duty. At 143¢A the Battalion received instruchbions to
draw only 2% WP shell in the future from the ASP. Previously the Battalion
had drawn whatever it had need for.

At 2@L@A Battery WAW, LLOth AA Battalion, Commanding Officer, -Uaptain

"Raymond &, Bishop replaced Battery WA, 557th AAA Battalion as A4 security for

the 980th Field Artillery Battalion., .lhe roads in the Battalion area and
adjacent area to the north were either restricted or closed for use of the
ASP #127 by joint agreement of the Battalion Yommander and the Uommanding
Officer of ASP #127. ’ :

lst Lt Monfoe J. BEllingson reported directly to the Battalion from the
92nd Replacement Battalion and on Betached Service from the 98lst Field Art-
illery Battalion at 220@A.

At 1¢3@A the next morningngcaeorge 4, Long, Jr, Battalion Assistant
$-2 investigated a rumor that Battery WAM, 557th AAA had removed property from
the factory building that they had occupied, Investigation revealed that some
furniture, and felt packing material was gene,

4t 1@1@A the next day 10 October 194k the direct line between Battery
MAY and the 13th Field Artillery Observation Battalion was taken out and the
direct counter=battery work with them ceased,

w 2L e



\i@ﬁf@ﬁ'ﬁb{'

I\u\l\url\f _'/].f_} - “ - i
o . oot l'.‘,-:- |
DY e M HNW, l)aw:’,__:.“.
B e
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The 240th Field Artillery Battalion (155 ) commanded by Lt Uolonel
Jones, joined the 1li2nd tield Artillery Group which had previously been com-
posed of the 980th ield Artillery Battalion (155 &) and the 195th Field
Artillery Battalion-(8" H). At 18L40@4 the No, 2 gun of Battery YA" was out
of action for one hour and twenty minutes with a faulty equilibrator, the
next day six of the eleven old guns of the battalion were calibrated against
the one new tube, A&n average of six rounds per gun were fired., <The results
showed that although:the older guns were shooting about 500 yards short,
the error was a constant factor however and it was therefore possible to
compute a K factor for each tube.  After completion of the calibration the
Battalion fires werewmassedﬁw*bh'9'@therﬁﬁbmtalions for: a Serenade mission
of First Infantry Division agaihst.a counter attack against the 3rd Battal-
ion of the 18th Infantry. Special Order #274 was received from Headgquarters
First United States Army assigning lst Lt., Lloyd Os Pruett to the Battalion
as a Liaison Pilet as of 6 October 1944, Lt Pruett had been on Uetached Ser-
vice to the Battalion as a pilot to replace lst Lt rthomas H. Xvans who was
in the hospital, : '

A 142@f 12 October 1944 the No, 2 gun of Battery A" was out of action
for a few minutes while replenishing an equilibrator with.nitrogen.

At @53@A 13 October. 1944, the packing, in one equilibrator of the No,
2 gun of Battery "A" was blown so bad that it did not warrant replenishing,
By 1@@FA all the nitrogen in the Battalion had been used up replenishing
the other equilibrators. The Battalién received orders to clear all fire
missions through 142nd rield Artillery uroup due to the ammunition shortage,
" vhe ammunition allowance for the day was 160 rounds. &t 173@%A the No, 2
gun of Battery A was back in action with a new equilibrator, A%t 19254 sev-
eral red and white flares were dropped about 2000 yards northeast of the
Battalien by ememy aircraft, '

On the 15th orders were recesived from Headquarters rirst United States
Army transferring lst Lt Monroe J, Ellingson from 9€lst kield Artillery
Battalion to 980th Field Artillery Battalion and 2nd Lt, Vincent W, Linzman
from 980th Field Artillery Battalion to the 98lst Field Artillery Battalion,
At 14158 Arty/R adjusted the Battalion on an enemy.3-gun battery at Uoor,
K982505, ‘Iwo hits were reported on the guns, Battalion one volley was re=
peated on the Battery at 152@4 to catch the personnel out of their fox holes,
At 151fA approximately four P-47's straffed and bombed in vicinity of the
3rd Argiored Division Rear Echelon, near itaeran, One bomb fell near the Bat=
talion Service Battery Area. %

o .

At 18¢¢A 1st Lt Lander i, Ga%n, 980th Field Artillery Battalion was
placed on Uetached Service with 98lst “ield Artillery Sattalion and lst It
Charles Ackard, 98lst Field Artillery Battalion was placed on Detached Ser-
vice with the 980th Field Artillery Battalion pending transfer orders from
First United States Army. ;X : ,

ot .

At 193¢A the Battalion was alerted for a possible enemy airborne attack,
At 22554 No. 1 gun of Battery HG" was -out of action because of a faulty equil-
ibrator., <Lhe pressure.in the equilibrators of the No. 4 gun of Battery WAV
dropped but as therd was no nitrogen in the Battalion to replenish it the
gun had to be operated as it was, ‘This caused the gun crew %o be slower due

to the extreme trouble in elevating the tube.
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At 232@A Battery ngh and "A™ fired on an enemy counter—attack at Uoor,
K8984L9 to K9O3445. the fire wag brought as close as 250 yards to friendly

troops.

Iy No, 1 gun of Battery Mo left for Ordnance for inspection and repair at
13p@A 16 October 194h. At 162@4 a few rounds lended well in front of the
Battalion area causing no. damages
RN N i

At 15@@A the next day Battery WAN and "Q" received larch Order for their
guns, which were to be ready for movement to Ordnance the next morning. the
Battalion was due to undergOJitSﬁGIass=Vﬂﬂ Ordnance Inspection of all Ordnance
equipment including the guns; vehicles, small arms and fire control instru-
ments. At 163P4 Lt Colonel Jomes, Gommanding Officer, 240th Field Artillery
Battalion visited the Battalion for an hour and a halfs Orders were received
from Headquarters First United States Army for the battlefield promotion of
ond Lts George A. Long, Jre, Elbin K, Polen, and Max B, Young to First Lieuten-
ants, effective 14 October 194L. At 22304 the Battalion S«l, reported observ-
ing a flashing 1ight southeast of his CP, as 1f someone were signaling. It
was impossible to determine who it was due to the distance involved.

At 6554 the next morning, 18 October 1944, Battery "B' received March
Order for its guns and two left for the 516th Ordnance ab.@8LgA. At - g8gpA
the remaining three guns of Battery "C" went to the 255th Ordnance and two guns
of Battery "A" left for the.55%9th Ordnance. Iwenty vehicles of the Battalion
also left for the 255th Ordnance for an Ordnance Inspection, ALl of the
vehicles were sent to the 255th Ordnance except 10 which were ingpected by
3456th Ordnance in fhe Battalion area, A small arms and instrument inppect-
ion team was sent to the Baktalion from the 255th Ordnance, who completed
their inspection in one day. A few items were sent to the 255th Ordnance which
the inspection team could.not repair on the spot.

As of @7PPA the same day, the Battalion had fired 25,583 rounds in combat
and guns had fired a total service rounds as follows3

BATTHRY 4 BATTERY B

{ube No. 701 = 1573 rounds Pube Mo, 839 = 1810 rounds
" nogL e 1611 W " 1 1721 = 248 M
noono o3y - 1672 ¢ wew 782 - 1644 "
4 o735 - 1581 ¥ v 7L = 1686

i BATTERY C PUBES TURNED IN TO ORDNANCE
" noo755  « 1800 M it [0 735 - 2L 3]
woomo72 = 1687 1 Weoon 745 = 087 °

woow 722 -~ 1648 M o

o0 737 = 1665 M

At 123¢A 18 Octobef\l9hh the remaining two guns of Battery "B' left for
the 516th Ordnance, '

{he next few days were spent in house cleaning, repairing camouflage nets,
cleaning the guns at Ordnance, doing lzundry and normal maintenance.

At 215¢A‘on the 19th, enemy planes dropped anti-persomel bombs in Ser—
- vice Battery Area, A few fragments struck the Battalion wrecker and put one
amall hole in the hood, there were no casualties.

/
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At 12154, the next day, the two remaining guns of Battery "AY were sent to
the 559th Ordnance for inspection and overhaul.

Orders were received from VII Corps transferring lst 1t Lander &. Carn,
G80th Field Artillery Battalion to the 98lst Fleld Artillery battalion and lst
It Charles. 8. Ackard, II, 98lst Field Artillery Battalion to the 980th Field
Artillery Battalion.

On the aftermoon of 21 October 1944 the attached &A reported four enemy
artillery shells falling LOO yards in front of one of their guns. ‘this area was
well in front of Battery "AW, 980th Field Artillery Battalion,

Sunday, 22 October 1944 Laptain Joha F, MeGinty the Battalion Assistant
g~3 and also Post Exchange Officer, established a PX with'a ration of one cigar,
one candy bar -and one roll of hard candy per man. A few cans of frait Julce
was also avgilable for the Battalion., , '

the next day Ceptain Mciinty procured 1000 gallons of rather good tasting
beer, non-alcholic Helgium beer, and the besr flowed freely for the next few
days. At 15454, the same day orders were received from the 142nd Fisld Argil~
lery Group for the Battallon to be preparsd to open fire the morning of 25 Qct~
ober 1944. 'he Battalion was £o0 ‘occupy the same positions as 1t had previously

“except that the Batterys werse fo be laid so that the left limit of fire for the
Batfalion was to be an azmuth of 100m and the right limit. azmuth 1300m,

whe Battalion Commander made a reconnaissance of the front lines looking
for positions for CP's on the afternoon of 24 October 1094L. He visited front
line CP's of the 16th -Infantry bubl was unable to find a suitakle location. He
reported Aachen to be virtually destroyed, the Infantry Commanders stated that
they believed the enemy was crossing the lines in civilian clobthes because the
Infantry UP's were always shelled soon after they were occupled. At 17204 the
Battalion was back in position ready to fire but were ordered to remain silent
and not register until further orders. ' v
pc*

‘'he next afternoon the Battalion Commander made a front line reconnaissance
in, and eost of Stolberg area and found a suitable area for an OP. Pernission
was received for the Battalion to calibrabe its guns the next day.

The Battalion Commander agtablished an OP the next day, 26 October 1944 at -
S8tolberg with Lt Sherron, Battery "C" as observer., lhe 6821 Velocity Calibration
team (Prov) calibrated Battery Al guns and three guns of Battery "BY bsfore dark.
Average velocity was approximately 2680 f/s per tube, ‘two of the rounds bracketed
VII Corps UP. ‘'the first round to fall short was fired at 13034 at a range of 15980
yards but landed only 3970 yards from the gin in the area of Battery 3", 266th
Rield Artillery Battalion. The quadrant was 272m, BD207, using Shekl HE, supsrcherge
and gquick fuze. 'he muzzle velocity of the round was 2677 f/s. Four of the rounds
from Battery B! fell short. At 17104 the Battalion recelved cease fire on all
missions and the CP personnel was recalled to the fattalion erea because of lack of
visibility due to fog conditionss

AL 16454 27 October 194/ the two guns of Battery "B" that had firad the rounds
short, guns number 749 and 782, were taken to Ordnance . for new tubes.

the next day orders weré received from First Unibted States Ariy announcing
the Battlefiedid promotions of 2nd Lts william R. Miller, Charles W. Barrett, and

o DT
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George K, Carlson to the grade of 1st Lt effective 24 Uctober 1944,

At 13004 29 October 194k, the Battalion Commander and his reconnaissance
party made reconnaissance for a position from which to finish the calibration
of the Battalion. Ab 12404 the Battalion @P had been preoccupled by.Lt Sherron,
At 19004 enemy aircraft over the area were fired upon by the adjacent AA Units.
The personnel at the Battalion OP wers recalled to the Battalion area at dark,
due to dense fog and heavy shelling of OF area. .

2 E.:}'( :
4t 07004 the next morﬁingf)ége L, guns of Battery "C!' and one gun of Battery
WBY were taken to an alternate position for calibration at Coor. K938377. Ab
13304 the one gun of Battery "BY had returned to the Battalion area and by 15304,
Battery "C" had also completed calibration and was back in position ready %o firs.
At 18254, the two guns which Battery "B" had sent to Ordnence had returned with new
tubes and were in position ready to fire. The new tubes were Nos, 1092 and 1243,

1st Lt Max E, Young and Pfc's Melvin D. Henderson and Jose J, Vellerreal
left at noon the 3lst, for a 48 hour pass in Paris. Lhey ware sent to Paris in
2 ton trucks, along with other artillerymen from the VII Gorps. 1st L& Thomas
H. Evans reported to the Battalion on DS from the 98lst IField Artillery Battalion,
at 2300, . .

On November 1, 1944 the Battalion was still in posttion at K873338, 6 miles.
south of Aachen. By 06004 the Battalion had fired 25,691 rounds in combat. A
message was received from VII Gorps that three ¥/ Tractors were being transferred
to the Battalion. ' -

On the 19th of October an Anti=~Airborne Defense Plan was started in the VII
Corps, Colonel Stevens, lst 1D Group was placed in charge of the Corps Antimpire
borne Section. The Corps area was broken down into several sub-areas with the
senior tactical commender in each area in command. Lt Colonel WELCH the Battalion
commander was in charge bf area A~3 in which the Battalion was located. Najor
Clirehugh acted as his operations officer and also in command of a meobile reserve.
of the Battalion for use anywhere in the area. Major Watson was in command of -
Sub Area "AW, which included the Battalion. On 24 October 1944 an SCE 606 with
operators.was sent to the Battalion Headquarters as part of an Anti=dirborne De-
fense radio net. On 1 November 1944, 1st Lt Lawrence B, Peterson, CA was attached
to Lt Colonel WELCH's Headquarters as a special staff officer for AntisAirborne
Defense, By this time ths Anti-Airborne Defenge Plan wasawell=knit and workable
plan. Main features of the plan was the close llaison established between ad-
jacent units, extensive communications, and a rapid means of employing troops at
any threatened point.

"4t 09004 the next morning, 2 November 1941, the Battalion re-occupied its
OP at Stolberg, with Lts Sherron and Ellingson as observers and using persomnel fr-—
om Batterys "CH and “BM respectively, At 19204, the No 2 plece of Battery "B', gun
No 839 was called out of action by higher Headquarters for an indefinite period be-
cause of a short round landing in the 991st FA Bn (1554~SP) area., At 20124 the at-
tached AA reported enemp aircraft over the area, v .

i B
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At 17154, 3 November 1944, the Battalion was ordered by higher Headquarters
to cease firing on all missions until further notice, this was due to three
rounds falling short, from Ne., 3 plece of Battery "C", Gun No, 737, during an air
observed registration, ' .

At 1805A, enemy aircraft over the area were fired on by the adjacent and
attached A4 units, Anti~personnel bombs were dropped in the Battalion area.
Tec 5 Richard W, Dirks, 37074854 and Private Richard R. Ford, 332458707 of Battery
"AN . were wounded by shell fragments from 37mm AA fired at the eneny aircraft.
4pparently the time fuses on the shell had failed and the shells exploded upcn
hitting the ground. . :

g The men were awarded the Purple Hsart Medal at the Battalion Aid Station by
the Battalion Commander, Lt Colonel Welichs Pfc Herbert E, Swift of Battery "A",
L40th AAA was also wounded by AA shell fragments, : :

VoV
At 09004, the next day the Baé%alion Commandsr and Battery Commanders went
fomward to look for Battery position in the vicinity of Breinig, and returned at
11354, ‘At 1130A an enemy flying bomb passed over the Battalion area at an altitude
of 3000 feet, line of flight northwest, ‘

Instructions were received from 1l42nd Field Artillery Group, the morning of
5 November 1944 that 2ll missions on enemy gun batteries would be coordinated
through Group and that fire for sffect would be placed on the targst by VII forps
Artillery using at least four Battalions,

At 10004, Lt Morgan replaced Lt Ellingson on the Battalion OP using person=
nel from Headquarters Battery and Lt Wilson established an OR at 1545A using
Battery "A! enlisted personnel., <2nd Lt David E., Davis replaced lst Lt Lawrence B,
Peterson.as special staff officer to the Battalion Commander for Anti-Airborne
Defense, Several Flying bombs passed over the Batbtalion area during the day, all
travelling in a north western direction, ’

More flying bombs were over the area the morning of 6 November 1944, all
traveling in a Northwestern direction at an altitued from 4,000 to 5,000 fset,
The gun betterys sent details forward to prepare the new positions at Breinig
for occupetion, Three more flying bombs were over the area between 18404 and
21554 at an altitude of 700 to 1000 feset,

On the 7th, 2nd Lts Reginal G. Booth and Peter R. Andre wsre relisved. from
assignment to 980th Field Artillery Battellon and assigned to 98lst Field Artill~
ery Battalion and 751lst Field Artillery Battalion respectively, and lst Lt,
Thomas H. Bvans, Jr., was relieved from assignment to 98lst Field Artillery Babe
talion and assigned to 980th Field Artillery Battalipn per paragraph 1, Special

" Orders No., 151, Headquarters, VII Gorps, dated and #ffective L Novembsr 194k,

A Battalion Ammunition detail under command of Lt Dmybryk hauled 900
rounds of ammunifion to the new position at Breinig and dumped it on the ground
and relodded the Battalion ammunition trucks with a basic load, This was the
first tim® in combat that the Battalion had dumped ammunition on the ground in
addition to the basic load carried on the trucks,

- 20
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the batterys continued to lmprove their positions at Breinig during the day.
At 1510A guns No, 839 and 737 of Battery "B' and ugh- were given Close Station
March Order for the pumpose of gebting new tubss at.559th Ordnance and left the
following morning., Orders were received for the displacement of the Hattalion
for the following day, Warch Order time being 08 14004 with three minute in-—
tervals between Batberies. Phe Harch Number was J=4l, 1lst Infantfy Division
was to have road prieritye’ ’

A&t 09204, the 8th of November the Battalion fire directiiom center was estab-
lished at Battery "B!'. ~At'l®OQAgm®h@fBattali0n Commander relinguished command of
the Anti-Airbornsg Defanse-Area’ 4=3 to the Commanding Of ficer, Hear Lchelon, 3rd
Armored Division and Lt David §. Davis left to join that command. &bt 12004
(lose Station March Order was given to the Battalion less Ssrvice Battery and
Air Section, The OL was closed at the same bime., At 13304, Battery MA" and "CU
esch sent one gun to the 355%h Ordnance for new tubes, At 14004 the Battaliggjeﬁifé&y
1sft its old position and arrived ab the new position at Breinig, Coor. Ll SR
K926379 at 15154, Lt Sherron replaced Tt Wilson on the OP at CR. 1lst Lt. Lloydégﬁj?’«f@
0. Prustt was decorated with the Air Medal, by lgjor General J. Lawton Collins, & ° 7 =7
Commanding Gensral VII Corps, at the Viviers Kest Camp. At 20404 word was re-
ceived from 1lh2nd ¥isld Artillsry Uroup that the Battalion was to ramain silent,
but that all installations were to be msnned, and the Battalion be able to fire,
using map daba corrected, upon call.

g Ao,

.

The next daywmas spent by the Battalion in improving positions and providing
ghelters for the msn. .

On the afternoon of the 10th the OP reported considsrable sneny traffic in-
cluding half tracks, busses, passengsr cars, wagons and bicycles. At 17304,
gun No, 1108, of Battery "C! having returned from Ordnance was in position and rea-
dy to fire. - : S

Nov.

By 12254 the next day bun No. 2042, Battery "C", Gun No., 1751, Battery "B, anc
(un Ne. 1732 of Batt&ry'"A“ had returned from @rdnance and were in position ready
to fire, Gun Numbers 722 and 755 of Dattery Mg were given Close Station March
Order at 12044 and left for 559th Ordnance at.l3144 for the purpose of obtaining
naw tubss.

On the 12th propelling charges in the Battallon, Lot No, 11386 were frozen
for future calibration. By 17154 the remaining two guns of Battery "C! had re-
turned from Ordnance with new tubes and the guns were laid and ready to fire.

At 08504, 1i November 1944, a faw heavy caliber shells landed near the
_Battallion CP causing no casudliies., [he OP was shellsd at 16454 as the observe
ers, Lts Long, Deppsen, and Ellingson wers leaving., The only route from the OP
was rather exposed and several shell fragmsnts landed among the observers bub
there wers no fnjuries. ;o :

The naext day the Battalion received word that it would receive thwee more
new tubes to. finish equipping the Battalion with new tubes.
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At 03254 the 16th, orders were receIVed that the abtack was to be at 11154
that day, and the Battalion was to begin registration at daylignt. At 03154,
the Command line to Battexy WC" was knocked out by shell firve, ULy 06004 the
Battalion had fired 26,099 rounds in combzt., ‘he Battalion fired counter flak
missions for the bombers and then fired its preparations and interdictions to
maintain neutraligation of counter—battery in support of the attack., The Bat-
talion was the only Corps Babttelion chosen to fire counter—flak missions. ‘lhe
first day of the attack 837 rounds were fired on counter battery and supporting
missions, Lhe enbire Baktalion was ordered to take cover in foxholes and shelters
during the bombing and therefor was unablé to view the bombing as i1t had during
the St. Lo breakthrough. At 11284 five heavy caliber bombs or shells landed south
of the Battery "AY position.

Prior to the attack obther units established OP's in the same building in
which the Battalion OP was located and one hour before H-Hour all the following
Were present;

Major ueneral Rose 3rd Armored Division

Brig General Boudinot 3rd Armored Division

1st Lt George Deppen) o

lst Lt George A Long) 980th Field Artillery Battalion

Corporal Banghard ) .

1lst Lt Stevens 54th F,A, Battalion {3rd Armored Division)
Captain McNeil 7th F,A, Battalion {lst Inf Div)

Mr Ernést Hemringmay - Correspondent, Uolliers Magazine

Mr €im Gorrell Associated Press

During-the early part of the tank advence, Major leneral Hose ordered Lt
Deppen to contact "a nearby tank and request Machine Gun fire be brought on 5 Gerw
mans running across a field in front of the OP. L% .Deppen hugging the hedge line

" ran the forty yards to the tank, delivered the General's orders and returned %o

the OP. Lt Deppen had exposed himself to the fire that wae being directed at the
0P and the tanks nsarby, Lt Deppen's remark of surprise to Lt Long upon return-
ing to the OP building was, "Say, did you sée what I just did? Go out there in
all that fire.¥ .

At 13024 guns Wo, 701, 734 and 784 of Battery "A" were given (lose Station

- March Order. At 1445A gun No, 734 left for 255th Ordnance and guns No., 701 and

78L left ab 1530 for 559%h Ordnance for new tubes, Five men from 50th Signal
Battalion were a581gned to the Battalion by VII Corps and placed on Detached Ser—
vice with 50th Signal Battalion. . 'the next morning Babttery "B" reported a 1l5cm
artillery shell dud in the house next to their CP and requested the BIS to re-
move it, &t 1245 guns No., 1143 and 1194 of Battery "A" had returned from Ord-
nance, replacinggmns No, 784 and 701 and were in position ready to fire at

15324, Gun No. 1397 replacing gun No. 734 of Battery "A" returned from the Ordnance
at 13504 and was in position ready to flre at 15354,

In compliance with First Army directive all men in the Battalion in excess
of T/O except eight were transferred to.the Army Ground Forces Heplacement 5ys~
temon the 18th. 'The eight men were retained by verbal authority of G=l, First
United States Army for use as drivers and assistant drivers of the three i
tractors and one RD=8 bulldozer authorized the Battalion as special equipment by
First United States Army. The total of men transferred was fourteen, ‘

u-31>~
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Gounter flak missions were fired by the Battalion fromlIl554 to 12154 with
neutralization being mainbtained from‘1245A to 12554 and ag@iin ab 13354, At
14454 the Battalion CP and adjacent areas were subjected to enemy time fire
but there were no casualties. At 12304 enemy alrcraft were over Battery "BY
and "C" areas dropping anti=persotnel bombs and-strafing, Slight. damage to.
vehicles was caused in Battery "GM.. '

Early in the morning of 19th November 194 approximately 50 rounds of
light caliber artillery shell fire fell in an area about 600 yards to the
rear of Batbtery PMAW,: starting a fire in some. powder charges of another unit.
From 0600A 18 November 194k to 06004-19 November 19kk the Battalion expended
816 rounds in support of bombing missions and the infantry atbtack., the Bat—
talion had two successful Arty/R missions, The first target was an enemy bate
tery in the open, the Goor. of which were transmitted to the pilot., UThe Bat~
talion was adjusted on the target by the pilot who reported the fire to be
very effective with the area well covered. On this mission only 11 minutes
elapsed between the firing of the first round and receipt at the IFire Direct~ -
ion Genter of the pilot's report on the effectiveness of the second fire for
effect, IMollowing the first mission the pilot picked up an emplaced enemy
battery and again adjusted the Battalion. Upon completion of the mission the.
adjusted Goor. were sent to the 75lst Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How) -
and the 195th rield Artillery Battalion (8" How) who joined the Battalion in
repeating fire for effect., The pilot reported four direct hits on the emplaces=.
ment, ‘hese missions were reported in the Field Artillery Periodic Heport No, .
154, VII Corps dated 20 November 194k,

From 06004 19 November to 0600A 20 Novembsr the Battalion expended 909
rounds, the record 24 hour expenditure of ammunition since the Battalion's
entry in combat. At 13204 20 November 1944, Battery "B" adjusted by an Air OP,
on an enemy battery at a range of 26,213 yards with effect reported as ex-
cellent., :

On the morning of the 21st the Battalion Swi notified the gun batterys
that when using time fuzme with smoke shell, to use fuze M67 with unmodified
booster. - '

Early in the morning of 22nNovember 1944, the Battalion received a Warn-
ing of hostile activity in gun positions of neighboring artillery units and
all batterys were notified to report any suspiclous activity to the Battalion,

~ On the 23rd, the No, 3 gun of Battery "B" was out of action at 07054 with

low nitrogen pressure in one equilibrator, Ior thanksgiving dinner, roasb

turkey was served and plenty of it, The menu included roast turkey, sage dres—

sing, mashed potatoes and gravy, cranberry sauce, peas and carrobs, bread, butter, -

coffee, beer and hard candy. i 7#/

: : . 55)9 (&’}

142nd Field Artillery Group displaced to a new UP at Uoor, K9L3422 ab s P

11004 the 2kth and the Battalion went under direct control of VII Corps fArtile ]L¥!/} hatl

léry. I'elephone communications were established by Gorps Artillery at 1100A.

Gorps Artillery requested thst a report be telephoned in immediately after

12004 each day coverning .the number and type of missions fired and the rounds

expended for the preceeding 24 hour period. &t 120LA the No., 3 gun of Battery

WBY was back in action. o
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‘the Battalion reconnaissance parties went forward on the afternoon of the
25th to look for positions in the vicinity of Mausbach, Battery "A" was to occupy
positions southeast of Mausbach and Battery "BY and "GY to the south of Mausbach,

the Battalion was given Close Station March Order at 08004 the next morn-

ing 26 November 1944 and Battery WB'" left its old position at Breinieg at 10304,

Battery "A" at 1100A and Battery "C" at 11304, tThe Battalion ¢losed in its new

position near Mausbach, Uoor. K971409 at 12454, the Battalion reverted to control

of 142nd Field Artillery Uroup upon occupation of position at Mausbach. Siﬁ’?gﬂjggvﬂf
&5

v i 4] g

Between OL06A and O41LA the next morming the 27th, six heavy caliber sheiisiﬁ
1anded near the Battalion GP, The only casualty was the "Cadet Bag" of Captain
Elmer McGraw the Batbtalion Surgeon which was pierced by a. shell fragment,

On the 28th the powder lo£ which had been reserved for calibration was re-
leased by the Batbtalion S=3 for firing.

At 11234, 29 November 194k, the No. 2 gun of Battery "&" was out of action
with a faulty equilibrator, '

. At 09154, 30 November 194 Battery wAW, 4L0th AAA was relieved from attach-
ment to the 980th kield Artillery Battalion as AA security and Battery "AM 438th’
AMA commanded by Uaptaim Snyder joined the Battalion, Several rounds of Heavy ‘
caliber artillery time shells burst in the vicinity of the Battalion GP between .
16304 and 18004, : '

By 06004 1 December 1944 the Battalion had fired 33,716 rounds of ammunit-
ion in combat. At 08404 the No., 2.gun of Battery "A" was out of action for several
hours with equilibrator trouble. Ab 12204 enemy aircraft were over the: area,
apparantly on a reconnaissance mission. 1he planes were fired on by the surround-
ing AA units, At 16304, the Battalion was ordered to occupy an OP at: Goor. -

WFO039429. this was a tower OP that had been constructed by the Engineers.,

Cn 2 December 194k, about 4O percent of the Babtalion attended: a USO show

in Stolberg featuring Marlene Dietrich, lhe show was greatly enjoyed by the

persannel of the Battalion. - At 14004, lst Lt Max B, Young was decorabted with

the Second Bromze Oak Leaf Uluster to the Air lMedal by the Commanding General, VIL
- Gorps, S/8gt Kirchner. of Battery "B was also decorated at the sams time with the

Mz Médal, <The ceremony took place at the VIT Corps Forward Hegdquarters. from

14054 to 144O0A enemy aircraft over the Battalion area.were fired on by the ad=-

jacent AA units. At 17L5A Battery WAY was bombed by a single enemy plane using

fragmentation bombs. Pfc Harvey J..(lefisch was killed and five men were wounded,

One of the wounded, Pfc Falcon was evacuated to the hospital and the other four

weré treated at the Battalion Aid Station and returned to duby. <Lhe four men,

Pfc Snow and Hiciardi and Privates Giambattista and Buso were decorated by the

Battalion Gommander with the Order of the Purple Heart.

Orders were also received the same day from VII Gorps awarding the Bronze
Star Medal o Tec 4 John W. Chec, Tec 5 Lloyd O, Yyers and Tec 5 Howard G. lc-
Guire all of Headquarters Battery, 980th Field Artillery Babtalien.

At 1200A 4 December lQLh the Battalion was debached from 1li2nd Field Artil-
lery Group and attached %o the 188th Field Artillery Uroup., <Lhe Battalion how-
ever was to continue firing for the 142nd Field Artillery Group until 1800A.
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During the afternoon of the 4bh the Battalion was visited by Lt Colonel Uulehan,
Assistant Inspector: General, VIL Gorps. Lt Colonel Culehan was inguiring into the
mzbter of unequal Officer-Enlisted len relations, such as officers getting the
pick of the rations for their mess;: officers living in:buildings while the men
slept in pup tents or whether the officers were getting more passes than the men.
Lt Colonel Gulehan report for ‘this Battalion was satisfactory. At 16154 enemy
planes were over the aresa and were fired upen by the adjacent AA units.

. By the 6th, the gun bubes had been worn to such an extent that a few of the
guns were beginning to throw rotating bands, particularly Gun.No. 1721 of Bat-
tery "B, ' : '

 On 8 December 19kl the Battalion Uommander, Lt Uolonel Welch made an in-
spection of the Battalion OP's and a reconnaissance for more observation, He
found the front areas to be heavily mined by the enemy., He was strafed once
by enemy aircraft. lhe Battalion began experimenting with a 11 Flash Reducer.
the ¥lagh Heducer consisted of two strips of red cotbon cloth. fitted with silk
tie strings for tying the Heducer to the powder charge. <Lhe cotton strips were
divided into three channels filled with Potassium Sulphate and black powder.
the Flagh Reducer was also suppesed to increase the muzzle velocity slightly,
After firing several rounds the follewing data was obtained: On the first
round from the gun, the reducer was not effective, the second was partially ef-
fective and from the third round on the muzzle flash was reduced about 95 per-— )
cent, both in daylight and darkness., At the same time the muzzle blast was
reduced correspondingly. <Lhe use of the reducer produced excessive amounts of
s white smoke which tended to disclose the position area during daylight hours,
When using supercharge, the muzzle velocity was inereased slightly, but decreas«
ed when using normal charge. <The effect of the reducer on the range was so ex-
tremely erratic that it was impossible to be sure where the rounds would land.
the speed of the recoil meshahtominndeased which resulted in & muich greater
shoek o the recoil mechanism and caused the gun to buck violently., ‘The Bat-
talion Commender recommended that the L1 Flash Reducer not be used because of
the extreme range error., At 2130A Battery "A" was subjected to 19 rounds of 170mm
Artillery fire., Most of the rounds were air or tree bursts. However, four
- rounds burst on impact within 15 to 20 feet of the No, 1 gun. Lhere ‘were no

casualties or damage bto materiel, :

At 07454 10 December 1944 the VII Corps made an attack on the entire Uorps
fromt, ‘'he Battalion supported the attack by firing counter=battery missions and
concentrations on towns from H Hour minus 36 minutes to H Hour plus 42 minutes,

At 09404 Yo, 2 gun of Battery "C" was temporarily out of action due to an eguilib~
‘rator leeking nitrogen. WNo. A4 gun of Battery "B" went out of action at 16224, be-
cause of an obturator spindle bushing burning -out, . At 17254, some 28 enemy planes
over the Battalion area were fired abt by the attacked AR unit, [No. 4 gun of Bat-
tery "B' was repaired by Ordnance and back in action a2t 1800A, On the afternoon of
10 December 194/ a school of fire was established by the Battalion Executive QOf-—
ficer, Major Richard K, Watson, for the purpése of instructing the new officers,
that had been commissioned by battlefield commissions, in the methods of precis-

ion fire. The school was aleo a refresher course for the older officer«of the

Battalioen, 7
During the night of 10-11 Uecember 1944, one of the Battalion Liaison alr-
plafies No., 4330116, was torn loose from its moorings by a high wind and thrown

over on its back, completely demolishing the plane, Investigation disclosed that
the mooring stakes were torn loose from the anchors by the force of the wind.

aB[‘,ﬂ
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At 0840A 11 Vecember 194L the No. 3 gun of .Battery "' was temporarily out
of action with a faulty equilibrator. At 23554 a robeot bomb passed over the
Battalion area at an elevabion of 2300 feet, travelling in a northweuterly dir-—
ection,

On the 13th the Battalion received authorization from First United States
Army to increase the basic load of the Battalion by 60 rounds as long as the
Battalion was equipped with the three M=l tractors, 'Lhis addition brought the
aubhorized basic load to 1308 roundss

- On the afternoon of the 13th, brigadier General Palmer, Commander VII
Corps Artillery visited the Battalion for 20 minutes, speaking to the Battalion
Staff and Battery Gommanders,

On the morning of the 14th, the Battalion fired preparations and counter—
battery missions in support of the Infantry attack at 07154, lhe Battalion
Commander and Bxecutive Officer made a reconnaissance to the north and east of

the Battalion for possible future occupation,

By 0600A the next day the 15th the Battalion had fired 40,027 rounds i
combat, ‘lhe Battalion Commander attended a demonstration of a new type artils=
lery fuze in Holland, <This new type of fuze was designabted Drvmﬁrlly‘for how—
itzers so this B ttalion did not have the use for it. ;

Gun Mo, 2042 Bf Bat er "G threw a rotating band the morning of the iéth
and Gun No, 1143 of Batbery‘"A" threw a robating band in the afbernoon. At 20 QFieS
en : : ?@ghe,area were fired on by the 90mm A4 units, o

At 00504 17 December 1944 gnemy aircraft over the ares were sgain fired
on by adjacent 90mm AA units, y.5 O5L0A the Battalion received word that at
03304 90 transport planes were heading west 25 miles south of Aachen and at
the same time 25 JU88's were flying towards Aichen also 90 other unidentified

ie

theif‘@iea. lhe lOAth Inﬂantry DiViSion sent lnfantry patrolo to inve stigate.
“ihée attached AL unit report that the Pritish had.inbercepted a berman radio -
essage, stating that &ermaniparatroope“‘”.ould be droppsd.near. A&Chen 2t 0530&
“One bom%, ‘apparantly a delayed fuze type, exploded near the No, 2 plece of Bat~
tery "A" abt 05254, causing four casualbies. Lhree of the wounded, Uorporal John-
son, Private Lessard and Private Martin were evacuated bo the hospital whike
Private Bassuck was treated at the Battalion Aid Station and returned to duty.
He was decorated with the Order of the Purple Heart by the Battalion Uommander,
At 10304 Gun No, 1751 of Battery "B" threw another rotating band., A 11454 &
fight! took place ober the Battalion area with a large number of planes taking
park, At 19004 the Battalion established road blocks in the three gun battery
“areas, ‘lhe 4386h. MM reported that ten pﬂratr a z
at 2130A. At 2?36A, 2& hostile aircraft“

At 00254118 December 194, 20 to 50 white flares were reported being drop-
ped south of Battery "CM area, Battery "B" reported anki-personnel bombs to their
left rear and Battery."A" reported anti-persomnel bombs to their left fronmt,

At 1030A enemy aircraft over the area were fired abt by 90mm A& units,

! dog,
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At OLOOA one JU 88 was snot down_in flames and crashed approximately one mile
south of Battery "C ‘srea, ‘he pilot though badly burned, parachuted to safety
and was captured by.men of the 90mm AA unit in positien to the rear of Battery
"o, Battery WAM 438 AAA also captured an enemy pilot who had been shot down
during the night. Approximately 15.e nemy'vlrcraf were over the area at 09054,
unumy dlrcraft were-over the arsa again at 095;A, lOOAA and 1020&. Personnel
of the Battalion Air Section captured two German paratroopers ,near the Battalion
Air Strip at 11004. During the aftermoon the Ba abtalion commander and Battery
Commanders' parties made a reconnalbuance for occupatnon of p051t10n one mllﬂ
north o Hel

At 11254, 19 December 194k, he Bittalion Gommsnder left the area w1th com=—
plete reconnalssance parties bo reconnoiter for poaltlona gouth of.i i
the V Corps Sector, An enemy plane over he aren at 13454 was “shot
adjpcent 90mm Ak units., At 15254, the Battalion Executive Officer reported to
the VIT Corps Security Officer to recelve plans for the formation of a provis-—
ionsl Task Force to beused as a Corps Keserve in case of emergencies, Lhe
Battalion GCommander and his recommaissance parties reburned to the Battalion
ares at 1530A. At 19204, persomnel of Battery "B' halted a quarter ton G&R. car
approaching a road block., After the second command & alt was giveh to the
oeclpants; the vehicle was brought to a stop and one 'of the eccupants fired two
'shots at the sentries and the vehicle was immediately turned around and driven
off in the opposite direction. ‘lhe back=up guard fired two rounds from his car-
‘Hlne without visible results. . 1t was impossible to use the .50 caliber machine
glin covering the road block because of lack of visibility,

By 0800A 20 December 1944 the Battallon had formed a Provisi nml Lagk Force
consisting of ‘a Lask Force Headquarters and Three Task Force bompanies for use
“"ag & mobile reserve for the VII Corps. ‘lhe Force was get up with the Bsttalion
1 * Commander, Lt Colonel Welch as Task Force Commander and the Three Uun Battery
Commanders as Company Commanders. At 08204 the reconnaissance partles left to
make a reconnalssunce for positions north and west of Hotgen, bubt returned to
the Battalion ares at 10304 when it was learned that the contemplated.move.had-

_been. caneeliledy™

The Battallon Commander left the area at OSOOA 21 December wlth complete
© reconnalssé&nce partles to reconnoiter for positions in an area " approximately
six miles. north of Marche, Belgium., Until the arrival of the Battalion the re-
connalssance parties were the only American trToo ,op0031ng the Ugrman lines
along the L'ourthe Hiver from the towns of N01séux% Grand ﬁnnellle to Petite
Ernneille, At O8LOA the Battalion received the orders to cease firing and %o
place the guns on hard standlng. jovement . orders; were received from VII Uorps
at 12OOA » : 3t ‘eft“the area to . pegin its 89-milecounter-
. Belgium.in support of the VIL Uorps counter— 'ui

. et 2 ol sl
attack agalnst the Uerman break»through the Battalion marched from its pos— .3& X
ition at Mauabach, through Stolberg, Aacher; Supeny and Liege clearing ‘there at ;ﬁp g#
23004%: From thére the Battalion turned. south passing near Emptimne (boor. Plh95 “?ﬁ :

and arriving ab.Marche, Belgium at O7OOA 22 December 1944 and went into tempor— l} Lol

ary rendezvous at O740A on the highway two miles north of Marche. At 11454 the é}

Battalion went into a Wivouac position nerth of Noiseux, Coor. P3291. 1The Bat- )
talion established a position defense with a perimeter guard, goordinating W1ﬁbz;9 v?
the 2nd Battalion, 290th Infantry., On arrival into-the area the Battmllon re- ’lﬂy
" @geived orders to malntain radio silence, fawnﬁi'if;‘#

o i

w36 -



a2

\i\"-.EmssxﬂED'ﬂ ‘

C puthort _'/.I;K;} K
oy i, B2 =
Dyl e

Histoty, Headquarterimg980th Field Artillery Battalio._.’age 37 Uontinued.

At 2020A the Battalion received orders to ocecupy positions in the near vicinity

with an Azimuth of fire of 3400 mils. ‘the Battalion made a night reconnaissance

night survey and night occupation of position; this was the first night survey.

for the Battalion since its entry into combat, = By 0150423 December 194L,the %ﬂ;
Battalion was layed and ready to fire, The Battalion UP ‘was .established in the @°j‘?"’i.’3@ e
town of Urande fnneille, Coor. P321934. At 0930A orders were received from the Qﬁvqg%@g’éj
Commanding General, VII Corps Artillery that the Battalion would neither reg- °C sl 7
ister nor fire except in an emergency, ‘he Mission of the Battalion was to hold

at all costs. Lhere would be no withdrawsl. A.limitation of Air OP's was es—

tablished allowing only one Air OP in the air at a time from the Uorps Artillery.

vhe Babbalion Bxecubive Officer investigated a rumor that the enemy was foreing

s river crossing near the Battalion area. Investigation revealed that a Bel-

gium civilian had been shot while crossing the river in the company of four:

other civilians. It was impossible to determine from whence the shot had come.

At 23L0A the Battalion shifted two guns to a compass of 2300 mils to handle mis-

sions on the left flank of the Battalion. he guns shifted were Battery "C" No,

3 snd Battery "BY No. 4. .

On the morning of the 24th the Battalion established an OP south of Harche
on the Infantry OPIR. At 12304 a P38 was shot down over the Battalion area
by an enemy jet propelled plane., ‘Ihe P38 crashed to the rear of Battery "C" area,
setting the UP of the Attached AA unit on fire, A FW190 flew down to strafe the
aréa of the crash wnd was shot down by an American P51, ‘the FW190 ecrashed approx—
imately one and one~half miles from the Battalion area. The remaining three
guns of Battery WC!" were shifted to a cemter of field of fire, 2300 mils and the |
‘No. 4 gun of Battery "B' shifted back to Azimuth 3400 mils. Battery "A" was moved -
%o the flank on an Azimuth of fire of 3400 mils so that the dangerously.crowded
conditions of the Battalion area could be relieved.,

lurkey was served for dinner the next day, Christmas, and most of the Bat-—

terys invited a few Belgium children to dinner in true American spirit, Ab

‘14304 Battery "GV was shifted back to a compass of 3200 mils, Guns No, 1243 threw
geveral robating. bands during the afternocon and evening. four P38's bombed and '
strafed an area 1000 yards northwest of the Battalion GP. It was apparently
misidentification of target. ‘At 16354 the Battalion was warned to be on the

wabch for a Major Davis claiming to be from the XVIII Corps and advising civilians
to evacuate the ares. ' ' ‘ '

During the 24 hour peried from 0600 25 December 1944 to 0600A 26 December
1944 the Battalion fired 1034 rounds of ammunition; the record expenditure for
the Battalion during any similar period. Yhe Battelion fired so much ammunition
for supporting fires and counter-attack missions that the normal fifth section
smmunition train could not resupply the Battalion fast enough. A second ammunit-
ion train of six 74 ton gun trucks was formed and used. 4 third train of seven
2% ton trucks and one ton trailers was also formed and used t6 haul ammunition.
Three of the 2% ton trucks were borrowed from the attached Al battery. At 20104
the Battalion was warned to expect enemy bombers in support of the 11l6th Panzer
Pivision from 2100A to 0L00A 27 December 194k. Authority was given the Battal-
ion to fire on an L4 airplane flying over the Battalion area during the hours of
darkeess. Lhis plane was captured plane being used by the eneny. At 21554 an
enemy airplane dropped four HE bombs 0 the left rear of Battery "B' and was fired
on by the adjacent AA units. . : -
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The 84th Uivision reported that an American 1/L lon vehicle was operating
in the ares with five Yerman soldiers in it, VIL Corps reported that an
Américan 2-1/2 Tom @G loaded full of enemy soldiers had been spotted in the
towns of Maffe and Failon, ’

On the 27th the Battalion furnished a 3/l -Lon weapons carrier to carry
the body of a Belgium civilian, that had been killed at the river crossing,
to the graveyard. T/Sgt Heath of Headquarters Battery was in charge of the
vehiéle and acted as guard of henor during the funeral ceremony. Ab 17354
the road blocks were warned ko be on the lookout for a 2-%/2ron vehicle >
stolen from the 116th AAA Bn. Iwo patratroopers were reported descending in the
vicinity of F1890 ab 23134 flashing red and green signals during the descent,
No airplane had been shot domn at that time, Lhe 84th Division Artillery re-
ported that two paratroopers were also dropped in the vicinity of P230950 some-
time before midnight. ' '

The 84th Division Artillery observers reported that the Battalion had
'knoeked out and set on fire three enemy tanks with concentration No. 247 fired
" at OL35A 28 December 1944. Uolonel Jones, 84th Division Artillery reported
that the enemy infanbtry attack had been stopped.

A Wflying bomb" landed between Batterys "A" and BT, Coor. P38LLI9L3L at 1545A
on the 29th, The crater was nine feet deep and 33 feet.in diameter. Parts
and fragments were sent to higher headquarters, <There was no demage nor cag-
ualties, 4 3/L4 ton C&R car of Battery "C" skidded on an iey road and went over
a seven foot embankment killing Yec 5 James Peterson and injuring Tec 5 Musick
and Pfc Humphrey all of Battery "C". ALl batterys reported guns throwing an
oceasional rotating band, ,

General Palmer, Gorps Artillery Officer visited the Battalion at noon
for -about 15 minutes. He expressed regret at not being able to have visited
the Babtalion on Christmas day but wished the Battalion & Happy New Year and
good shooting. He remarked that the Battalion was the best dammed artillery
unit that he had ever been around.: Guns No, 2086, 1108 and 1143 each threw
a rotating band during the afternoon,

A British "Spitfire! airplane strafed near the road block of Battery UMAH
at 10154 31 December 194k, Corporal Hdward Davig, Battery "B' Agent was wounded
by shell fragments from the plane's 20mm guns, . At 22154 the Battelion Gommand-—
er was notified to meet the Group Commander at 0900A the next morning, prepared
to go on a reconnaissance. As a New Years Ureeting to the Germans, the Babt=
talion fired three volleys, at 24004, on a selected target, along with other
Field Artillery Battalions of the VII Corps.

the Battalion fired a btotal of 45,986 rounds of ammunition in combat dur-

ing the year of 194L. The peesent tubes have been worn %o such an extent thab
they have thzown a total of 20 rotating bands %o date.
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At 00014 1 January 1945 the Battalion was in position at Noiseux,
Belgium, Goor. P32193L. The Battalion was attached to the 188th Field
Artillery Group and in support of the VII Corps Uounter-attack. against
the German thrust into Belgium through the Ardennes.

fired upen by an adjac—
lﬁfﬁ'gnﬁrebonnaissance

eceived - Ulose Station
ported: b ve: L

An enemy plane over the
ent AA Unit. At 08454, the
with complete partiess At 09
March Order and the B 13
Command Post to receive: i _ ,5./\)
be 1400A and the IP was the Noi : nber was J=5. YT I
yhe Batbalion left the area ab L1400 and reached the release point ab .2 fg ‘
16104, The Babbtalion closed in position south of "Fanzel Goort“Phhenfggy IR ES
918, at 16LOA, the Battery "B was laid and ready to fire at 17304, {”’%ﬁ)
Batbery "G was unable to occupy & position within the Battalion area -
-and went into biveiliac for the night pending assignment of a new area
by VII Corps Artillery.

area st OL25A was

Babtery "C! occupied position outside of the Battalion area early
the next morning, Lhe Battalion was refused permission to register and
remained silent throughout the day. <Lhe Battalion received an addition-
a1 allowance of 8 gasoline beadons per prime mover over and above 1/0
and &, from First United States Army.

During the morning of the 3rd, the Battalion supported the attack
of the 2nd Armored Yivision, without registration. After the preparab-
ion for the attack had been fired the Battalion received permission to
regisber, After registering the following data was found to be: Babw=
tery "B' = the initial elevation and adjusted elevation were identical.
Ihe deflection was 20 yards right of the target, Battery "AY, the init-
1al round was 20 yards to the right of the target and 50 yards beyond
it, bBattery WC", the initial round was 20 yards left of the target and
50 yards beyond. During the afternoon, Gun No. 1108 threw two rotating
bands and bun Ny, 1194 threw one. .

At 22304 4 danuary 1945, a "Flying Bomb' passed over the Battalion.
srea at a very low albitude, travelling West. :

the Babbalion continued to support the abback of the 2nd Armored
Division on the 5%th. Several guns of the Battalion threw rotating bands
during the day. '

During the forenoon of the 6th, the Battalion fired several missions
in support of the 2nd Armored Division abtgck, ‘Iwo B-26 Bomber Urews
visited the Babtalion on a Ground Force Orientation course, *The gun
crews. of the Battalion explained the workings of guns to the Bomber Crews
and a Battalion volley was £ired with the visitors in the gun pits.
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During the forenoon of January 7th, the Battalion Commander made a
reconnaissance for new positions in the vicinity of Cdeigne.

During the 24 hour period from 0600 7 Jsnuary 1945 to 0600 8 Jan—
uary 1945, the Battalion fired 1097 rounds, the greatest 24 hour expend-
iturs to date. At 06124,: warylGhSy the Battalion fired its 50,000th
round in combat while flrlng a harrassing mission of Battalion 3 volleys
on an assembly area.one and.one half miles North of Laroche. At 07334 the
Battalion received Ulose Station March Order. <The Battalion marched to its
new position by Battery, Babttery "G" leaving at 09304, Battery "B' at
10154, and Battery WA" at 1100A. .the Battalion experienced some difficulty
. on the ice covered roads in braking the guns, It was felt that chains were
necessary on the gunh wheels to provide better braking surface, <The liw)
Lractors with rubber treads could hardly make the trip even with no towed '
load, due to lack of tractlon. Prior to the arr1Val of B@ttery HAY in its

g.$}

Vﬁ
gy 15oou 50° 1S~
all the gunﬁ had arrived in the new position at Odeigne, Goor P538862 and
were ready Lo fire, <the Battalion shared its new position area with an go l// Cy7 “’
- Infantry Gannon Gompany that was in position firing.

TEver talion 4id Station by the Battalion “ommander.

At 02004 ‘the next"morning 9 Januvary 1945, the Battalion was ordered
to shift 5 guns of the Battalion to a compass 3800 gl to provide close sup-
port for the 2nd Armored Division. At 02354, the Battalion was ordered
to cease firing aen all interdiction missions for the night to same ammunit-
ion for ite scheduled fires in support of the attack. At 0345A the Bat-~
talion was ordered not to fire into its new field of fire until a new min-~ : RAAE
imum elevation could be obtained, which was not obtained until late the %
next morning due to the heavy snowstorm and resulting lack of visibility. L
At 11384, two 88" duds landed between the gun positions of Battery WB' b;““
and Battery ngh, - T/Sgt Iriggs, Yervice Battery, was wounded and evacuat- <
ed when the Battalion wrecker ran over a lellermine while attempting to re-
treive the Command Var of Battery "AY which had been wrecked the previous
day, Tec s Winegar, Service Battery, was slightly wounded at the same time,
and was treated ab the Battalion Aid Station. He was decorated with the
Order of the Purple Heart by the Battalion Commander, Sixteen Lellermines
had been found and fetonated in the immediate area by the Engineera,@nd
they had abandoned the area as it was impossible to detect all the mines
because of the snow, A 3/4 ton Weapons Uarrier had the left rear wheel
and ‘gasoline tank blown off at the rear echelon of Battery "C" at Manhay,
Belgium at 16054, The vehicle had returned from hauling water and had been
parked in the Battery Area about 20 minutes, The left rear wheel was sit-
ting over a small wooden drain which apparently contained some sort of de-
layed fused mine, 1st Lt Thomas H. Evans, Jr., was assigned Battery Lom-
meznder of Battery #4", It #Ackard was transferred to Battery "B' and It
Deppen was transferred to Battery "A' as Executive Officer.

n-ah_O-—’
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On the morming of the 10th, the Battalion supported the 2nd Armored
Division with scheduled fires, GO#L,. VII Corps, dsbed 10 January 1945
was received awarding the Oak Leaf Uluster to the Alr Medal to §/8ghb His-
erman, and the Alr Medal to lst Lt Carlson. A4t 15504, the Battalion shift-
ed the five guns that were laid on an azimuth of 3800f back to an azimuth
of 3300 #. During the period from 8 Januery to 10 January the Air OP's
were unable to operabte due to the heaviest snowfall of the season,

(At 23154 11 January 1945 a YWX was received from First United States
Army stating that the Flash Reducer M=l would not be used in the guns
when firing supercharge, nor would supercharge be fired without first fir=-
ing two warm-up rounds of normal charge when the temperature was 20 degrees
Farenheit or lower, -

At 19504 the next day, Battery "A" and "Bls" ¥ Azimuth of center of field

of fire was shifted to 2500 #. Gua No, 1721 of Battery "B" was back in action
‘at 14354 the 13th, after being out of action for. 48 houra. - During the
afternoon the Battalion Commender and his reconnalissance parties made a
yecomaissance for position to the west of Bihain, '

Yhe Bgttalion received Close Station March Urder for Battery "B" and "C"
and Headquarters Bgttery at O700A 1L January 1945 and the Fire Uirection
Center wag taken over by Battery HAY under direction of the Battalion ASS't
§-3, Laptain Read, The Battalion marched by infiltration with the first

elements leaving at 0800A, Battery "B was 1aid and ready to fire at 1130A.
Battery "A" received Ulose Station March Order at 12154 and left its posit- _ & f?%
ion area at 12454, The Battalion was closed in its new position at Lesyz f;iP -

Tailles, Uoor, P580827 at 1505A. Gorporal Penn and Pfc Wallace, Heade Ay %té
quarters Battery, were slightly wounded by shell fragments at. the kitchen
at noon. lhey were decorated with the Order of the Purple Heart by the
Battalion Uommander. Lt Colonel Campbell, VII Corps srtillery S-3 visited
the Battalion Fire Direction Genter for 10 minutes at 14554, The No 1 Gun

of Babttery "B" and No 3 Gun of Battery "GM went out of actlon at 20504 with
equilibrator trouble, Gun No. 1143 of Battery WAM went out of action at
01154 the next morning with a gtuck breech block,.. Ueneral Palmer, Uom-
manding General, VII Corps Artillery visited £he Battalion during the after~
noon for half an hour. Yhe no., 3 bun of Battery "C" was back in action

at 17054, S

the No., 1 Gun of Battery A" wae back in action ab 11354 on the 16th.
- 'he Babbalion Uommander made & reconnaissance during the afternoon to the
South and Bast, but the Battalion did not occupy the new positions. Lhe
Bgbtalion received verbal authority from the Signal Supply Officer, Mrst
United States Army to retain an extra PE~75, Lthis extra PE-75 was to be
on 2 losn basis.

he village Priest in whose house the Battalion P was locabed, re-
quested the Babtalion Gommander to have the Armored Unit teke their pris-
oners from out of his Church. 'he Battalion Commander made arrangement s
to have the prisoners taken out the following morning, Prior to the ar-
rival of the Americen Yorces, the enemy had stabled their horses in the

Ghurch, ~
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The Battalion was detached from 188th Fi Group at 13554, 19 January
1945 and attached directly to VIL Uorps Artillery. 'Lhe Battalion was .attached
to the 142nd FA Group for Administration only, except Ulass V Supply.

the No. 1 Gun of Battery B was back in action on the affernoon of the
21lst.

At 11454, 22 Jenuary 1945 the village Priest noticed two young civilian
men walking down the road in front of the Battalion GP, whom he didn't re-
cognize, He called attention to this fact to the Battalion Commander who no i-
fied the Battalion 82 to pick the men up, UCaptain Mouw and T/8gh Ferguson
placeddthe men under arrest., Lhey carried no identification papers and were
unarmed, They stated they had escaped from Germany and had passed through the
lines, ‘he two men were taken to VII VYorps VIC where they related they were
Frenchmen who had been taken to Germany as forced laborers on duly 20, 1944.
‘they had escaped and were on their way to Strasbourg whn they were apprehended.
YII Yorps evacuated them to *irst United States Army for further questioning.

: Since the village in which the Battalion was located, was too small, to

have its own Givil Affairs officials, the Battalion wommander, Lt Golonel
Harold O, Welch contacted VII Corps G=5 for food for the hunhgry villagers.
twenby-two cases of HGM rations, L4 cases of "CM ration biscults and 20 blankets
were procured which were distributed to the villagers by the priest. A&t 20314,
the same day, the:Battaliom, along with 21 other.artillery battalions, fired
Battalion five volleys at the Divisien Artillery Headgquarters of the 2nd 83 -
Pangzer Division. ihe target was located at P776795, four and one half miles
southwest of lhommen.

) A _Jpon
At 02554 the next morning, Uun No. 1092 of Battery "B' was out of action

with the obbturator spindle bushing burned out. ‘the Babttalion Yommander left
with billeting parties for each of the batterys at 1050A to make a reconnals—
sance for bivouac positions at Ciney, Belgium. The Battalion Gommander re—
turned at 18354 leaving the billeting parties at.(iney.

the Batbalion executed Ulose Stgtion Mgreh Order at 09004 the 24th and
left the position areas at 1200A. Ihis constituted the first complete withe-
drawal from action on the continent after over seven monthes of combat and
55,555 rounds had been fired agadinst the enemy, <The March No. was J=125 and
the route of march was from the position to Manhay, Erezee, Hotton, Marche
and then to Pessoux arriving at the release point at 15404, ‘the Battalion
was closed in its new area at 16454, Batterys "A!' and P were located in
Chabeaux, Battery "C" and Headquarters Battery were stationed in the town of
(iney. Service Battery was located st Leignon, the Battalion UP was in Uiney
at Voor, P123915. Lt Yolonel Welch was- placed in temporary commsnd of the
142nd Field Artillery Uroup, while Golonel ‘hompson was on leave to London,
England. ‘'the Battalion was to remain in this position until further notice,
repairing and maintenancing its equipment and rehabilitating its persomnnel,
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The 25th and 26th were spent cleaning and .repairing materiel. At
18004 26 Janusry 1945 two road blocks were established to check all mil-
itary and civilian personnel coming into the Corps hrea. . Yhe town of
Giney was placed on Limits to the 980th Field Artillery Battalion with
curfew set at 24004 each night. Small srms firing, footdrill and mot~
ion pictures were schedulednin addition to the care and maintenance of
materiel and rehabilitation of personnel. '

A LWX was received from First United States Army dated 25 January
1945 appointing Yec 3 Fred W, Lyree, HMedical Department Detachment a Sec—
ond Liéutenant in the Medical Administration Corps, AUS. He was sworn
in as a 2nd Lt AUS on the morning of 26 January 1945 by the Battalion. Com-

mander., 2

 Battery "B' moved to a new bocation at noon, into a Chateau which
the British had vacateds At 13304 General Palmer, VII Gorps Artillery
Commander decorated members of the Battalion before a formation composed
of & representative pattery of #nlisted Men from the Battalion and all
of the Battalion Officers. At the close of ceremony, he gave a short
speech on the excellence of the American Artillery and the excellent rece
ord that the 080th Field Artillery Battalion had established. He stated
the Battaliom had never peen given a job which they Hadn't accomplished
in a superior manner, thoge being decorated were as follows: Bronze
Star Medal: TLec 4 Chec, Tec 5 ¥clutks, Tec 5 Meyers and Pfc Burlingame;
whird Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal:. 1st Lt Max E. Young; First Oak
Leaf Cluster to the Air Medaly 1st Lt Lloyd 0. Pruetd .and 8/5gt Hissrman;
Air Medal: 1st Lt Carlson and 8/Set Hiserman, '

Gaptain Head, Battalion Ass't 5«3 left on a three day orientation
tour with the 9th pactical Air Force, The Battalion established its own
provost tuard in the town of Ciney. '

" On the 28th, Colonel O'Meara, Lgsistant VII Corps Artillery Officer
visited the pattalion GP to gain informetion to help in securlng new gun
tubes for the battalion. The average number of service rounds per tube
ot this time was 1768 rounds.

On the 26th the drill schedule was cut to four hours with the remaind-
er of the time taken up in shows, recresbtion and trips to the shower point,

On the 30th the Battalion CP was moved to an adjacent house, Head-
quarters Battery was moved into other billets in town. Captain Read re-
turned from his orientation tour with the 9th Tactical Air Force. He re-
ported an interesting time and that things in the Alr Gorps were also roughe

On the 3lst Service Battery moved from Leignon to the building in
Ciney which had been vacated by Headquarters. Battery. 1wo Fipst United
States Army Ordnance Officer visited the Battalion inspecting gun tubes,
for the possibility of replacement. - .

- -
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At PPF1 1 February 1945 the Battalion was in bivouac in and around
Ciney, Belgium, Coor. P123915 for the purpose of rehabilitation of personnel
and maintenance and repair of equipment, & four hour drill schedule was
in use, with the afternoon being taken up with recreation.

&t 1734 2 February 1945 the Battalion was placed on a 25 hour alert
for movement back into action. 41l the equipment in Ordnance repair shops
was to be withdrawn immediately,

At #17@4 on the 3rd, the Battalion was ordered to be ready to leave
on two hours notice anytime afier #73@h, A three truck reconnaissance party
was to be at VII Corps Forward CP at #73p4, prepared to stay and not return
to the Battalion at Ciney. Previous arrangements had been made %o have ten
0ld tubes exchanged for ten new tubes at the 516th Ordnance Company at Namur,
Belgium starting at @93k on the 3rd. &t 1ff114 the 3rd, the Battalion re-
ceived orders to check with the Assistant Gorps Artillery Officer at #7gfa
for verification of the exchange of gun tubes. The Battalion Commander and
reconnaissance parties left the area at #6304 to report to the VII Corps For-
ward CP, At #7454, a message was received from VII Corps Artillery to re-
place the old tubes as planned. Three guns of Battery "C" left the area at
fogda, three of Battery "A" at F93@4 and the four guns of Battery "B" left the
area at 1fg3f@a for the 516th Ordnance Gompany at Namur, Belgium for the pur-
pose of obtaining new tubes. &t 11pf4 the Battalion received orders to
send the remaining two guns to Ordnance as the orders had been changed and
the Battalion was to received a complete set of new tubes. The two .guns
left the area at 113pgA. A salvage drive was held to recover gasoline bead-
ons in and around the Battalion area at Ciney, Some 1200 beadons were
found and turned in at the. gasoline railhead at Barse Station near Modave,
Belgium, Major Robert W. Glirehugh left the area at F9@@A to report to the
Information and Education School at Paris, France.

The Battalion Gommander and reconnaissance parties returned to the
Battalion area at 190#&, with the word that the oceupation for position
had been postponed for this Battelion. At 23p@4 the Battalion Commander
received orders to make & reconnaissance of three possible position areas
in the vicinity of Gressenich, At 233@k, Captain Relph J. Mouw, Battalion
8-2 was sent to VII Gorps &rtillery Section as Liaison Officer. The Bat-
talion GCommander left on reconnaissance with Battery Commenders at F7454
the next morning, and returned to the Battalion area at 2@P54.

&t FLpgh, 6 Februaty 1945 the Battalion was ordered to move at F8FFA
with all available guns and the remeining guns at Ordnance would go direct
to the position area as soon as the guns were ready. At F71#A Close State-
ion March Order was given and the Battalion crossed the IP north of Ciney
at @8174. The Battalion traveled north on Highway N36, crossing Highway
N4 at 8234, The Battalion continued north, passing through Hauvelange at
gofsh and arriving at the junction of Highway N35 and N36 at f#95f4. From
there the Battalion continued on to the junction of Highway W36 and N43 ar-
riving thereat at 1gR44. The Battalion turned east on Highway N43 and travel-
ed to Liege, Belgium arriving at 11g@A. The Battalion then marched northeast

- L4 -
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On Houte N3 to Aachen, (lermany arriving at 13304, From there the Battalion
marched to its position area at Gressenich passing through Stolberg at 14154
Mausbach at. 14294 and arriving at the release point at 14354. the total
distance of march was 76 miles, Only three guns of the Sattalion made the

\ /{e,!"u
N N N = K 4 Z/’{/, /
mazeh as the other nine were still in Ordnance. The Battalion GP was locat— &7 { &

made the march, were ready to fire at 17284, Considerable difficulty.was

A

"

ed in Gressenich, Germany, Coor. K999423.' The three guns of Battery "A" thatéghm fﬁ?ﬁaiﬁfgéz
TN SR T :
F

experienced in emplacing the guns due to mud conditions. Ihe fourth gun of
Battery ﬂA" arrived from Ordnance and was. in position feady to fire at 19304,

fhe four guns of Battery "C! returned from Ordnance and elosed in the
position area at 09454, the'next morning, 7 Bebruary 1945 and the four guns
of Battery "8" clesed in the position area at 10LO0A. Battery "C" was ready to
fire at 11204. At 1150A Ne, 3 gun of Battery "CY was out of action with trave
ersing trouble. At 12304 Battery "B" was ready to fire. tThe No. L4 piece of
Battery WA was out of action at 13L5A. Nitrogen was leaking past the floatw
ing piston.in the recoil mechanism, o

Yhe Battalion Commander left on régbnnaissance at 08454 the next.monns
ing and returned to the Battalion area at 12054, ‘The Battalion went under
control of the 18th Field Artillery Group at 12004, the Battalion Conmmander
made & reconnaissance for positions in the vicinity of Welsweller and Langes=
rwehe during the afternoon. Service Battery closed station at 17154 and
moved Lo their new area southeast of Eschweiler. ‘lhe No. 3 plece of Bat=
tery "CW was repaired by Ordnance and was back in action at 17004

The Batterys were given March Order at 05004 on the 9th and Close State
ion at 0600A. The Battalion was to march by infiltration starting at 06004
and clearing Schevenhutte by 68304, Lhe route of march was from Gressenich
to Schevenhutte to bangerwehe and from there to the position areas in the
vicinity of Weisweiler. Lhe Battalion was attached to the 188th Field Art-
illery Group at 05004. The first gun left the area at 06554 and the Babe .
talion less Battery HC" had tlosed- inrthesneWoareasbyr09304; ~The position
area of Battery "C!" had been taken over for the GP loeation of. the 10Ahth In=

fantry Division Artillery. A new position area area for Battery "C!" was obbtained

and the Battery closed in position at 1030 A, ‘The Battalion CP was.located
in Weisweiler at Coor, FO02486, Orders were received from 188th Field Art=
illery Group to draw from the 4.5.P, one unit of fire (600 rounds) over
basic load at once, At 17004 the Battalion was restricted from firing on
targets of opportunity until further notice. :

During the morning of the 10th the Battalion Commander made a reconnais- m

cance in the vicinity of Mariaweiler=Hoven for pessible future occupation.
At 19154 the Battalion was detached from the 188th Field Artillery Group and
was attached to the 1h2nd Field Artillery Group. ‘the Battalion was notified
by the CIC that one of the five civilians that the Battalion had stopped at
s road bhock and turned over to the CIC while the Battalion was at Ciney,
Belgium had turned out to be a German counter—espionage agent wanted by both
the American and Belgium Governments. This agent had worked his way into
the Belgium underground who were alding Allied fliers to escape after they
had been shot down. The agent would notify the Germens, who, when, where
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and how the escape was to be managed, and armed with this knowledge, they
would appear on the scens and shoot all taking part, including the fliers,

Btry "AW, 438th ALA which had been providing-44 protection for the
Battalion left the Battalion at 13@@4 11 February 1945, At 12144, two
ME 109's over the area were fired upon by adjacent 44 units. One of the
44 shells either 37mm or 40mm caliber burst on striking the ground direct-
ly in front of the Battalion CP. ' The No, 2 piece of Battery "B" was out of
action at g9508 12 Febrvary 1945.

Major Robert W. Clirehugh who had been attending an Information and
Fducation School in Paris, France returned during the morning. General
Palmer, Gommending General, VII Corps &rtillery visited the Battalion for
ten ‘minutes during the afternoon.

The No, 2 plece of Battery "B" left the Battalion and after hav1ng been
repaired by Ordnance was back in action at 1135& on the 13th.

: Enemy aircraft were near the Battalion area, dropping flares and bombs,
between 193fA and 2@3@4 the l4th. Some of the flares were dropped over
Battery "C" position area but none of the bombs landed in the Battallon area,

4s of P6@Ps 15 February 1945 the Battalion had fired 56, 331 rounds in

- combat,

The First Unlted States Army Veloclty Calibratioh Team began cdalibrat-
ing the Bettalion's guns at L4ffA on the 16th.

The Battalion Gommender and Battery Commanders made a reconnalissance
for position areas in the vieinity of Mariaweiler-Hoven during the morning

of the 17th. .

The Wo. 4 piece of Battery "A" came back from Ordnance at 1f3fA the 18th
and was ready to fire at 12154, The Velocity Calibration of the Battalion
was completed by 16g@Ai, the results of the Calibration were as follows:

TUBE NO. . MU ZZLE VELOGITY CORRECTIONS -

| in £/s Tds Mils
Btry & 3013 v 2809 © minus 58.7 minus 2
3018 2796 plus 29,2 - . plus 1

3067 2806 minus 43.8 minus 1.6

, 3072 2824 ninusl75,.2 minus 6.3
Btry B 1079 2827 minusl97.1 minus 7

1201 2803 minus 21.9 minus .08

1700 2803 minus 21,9 minus .08
3021 : 2815 minusl09.5 minus 4

Btry C 1121 . 2826 ninuslg89,8 minus 6.8
1199 ‘ : 2808 minus 58,4 ~  minus 2

1364, 2825 minugl82,5 minus. 6.5
1739 2799 plus 7.3 0

Fired with Super-charge at a range of 17,000 yards and 2800 f/s talken
ag standard.
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On the 21lst Lt Colonel Miles N, Culehan from the VII Corps I.G. Officer
visited the Battalion. It was a followsup visit that he had made previouge
ly, He was checking on the morale of the men, whether they had the oppor-
tunity for showers or baths, laundry service, mail service and whether or
not they were receiving Stars and &tripes regularyy, He'was very well- satw
isfied with the condition of the men in the Battalion, At 2000A enemy alrw
ecraft over bhe area were fired upon.by adjacent A4 units,

At 07504 22 February'l9A5,'enemy»airdraft over the Battalion area were
fired upen by adjacent AA units. Pfe Logds Manzi, Battery "A' was wounded
in both legs by a 37mm or 40mm AA shell which burst on striking the ground
near him, He was evacuhbed to the 102nd Evacuation Hospital. Lwe 37mm Ak
pronectiles burst on striking the ground, within 10 yards of Majors Glire=
hugh and Watson, while they were observing German jet-propelled airplanes.
Neither officer was injured. One of the enemy aircraft, a JU 88 was observed
leaving the area trailing smeke and apparently on fire, At 1105A; an enemy
jet=propelled plane dropped two.bombs, 200 yards firem the Battalion CP, how=
ever there were no casualties among the personnel of the Battalion. iajor
General Collins, VII Corps Commander and Brigadier Ueneral Palmer, VII Corps
Artillery CGommander visited the Battaliom at 1127A and talkefl to the Battalw
ion Commander, Senior Staff Officers and BatteryCommanders. Lhose present
were; Lt Colonel Harold Q. Welch, Majors, Hobert W, Glirehugh, and Richard
#. Watson, Captains, Kermeth F. Ames, John ¥, Mctinty, Paul H. Richards,

_ Donald A. Wood and lst Lt thomas H. Evans., Ueneral Collins quoted UGeneral

_ Palmer as stating that the 980th Field Artillery Battalien was the best gorps
in the Army. Général Gollins furbher-&tated that the Department of the Bat-
talion had been.excellent. Also that the Battalion always presented an exw
cellent appearance, He stated that one way to judge an outfit was by its
appearance; better the appearance the better the outfit,

Enemy jet—bropelled aircraft. were operating over the Battalion areas
from 16558 to 17254, .

At 02154, the next morning, 23 February 1945, a flying bomb passed over
the ‘area at an altitude of 500 feet, It was traveling from northeast to
southwest., Starting at 02454 the Battalion fired a preparation in support
of the atbtack of the First and Ninth Armies at 03304, At noon, enemy air-
craft operating over the Battalion area, were fired upon by adjacent AA units,

Nine prifates were transferred from the Battalion to the 1255th bngin~
cer Gombat Battalion on the morming of the 24th by order of First United
States Army. Captain McGinty, Lt Sherren, S/Sgt Peterson, Sgt Hargraves,
Cpl Williamson and Tec 5 Schumacker were injured at 1400A the 24th in the
vicinity of Mariaweiler-Hoven, when the 3/L ton C&R vehicle in which they
were riding struck four American Anti-lank Wines. .S/Sgt Peterson, Sgt Hare
graves and Cpl Williamson were evacuated to the hospital. ‘Lhe other three
occupants of the vehicle were treated at the Battalion Ald Station and re=
turned to duty. “Fhey were decorated with the Order of the Purple Heart by
the Battalion Commander.
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the Battslion received Glose Station March Order at 18104 and were _A~7%
to leave the area at 2200A. The Battalion marched to Mariaweiler-Hoven, s
Germany, Coor JWK089L71 arriving there, at 23154 with nine guns. One gun ;
was at Weisweller being repaired by Ordnance and two of the gun prime (D
movers stalled with engine trouble, but were repaired and closed in the '
area at 2340A.

Al]1 eleven guns of the Battalion were laid and ready to fire at 03004
the next morning 25 February 1945. The last gun arrived at the position
area at 11004 after being repaired by Ordnance., An OP was established in
a church tower near the CGP, OGhurch serviees were held in the church while
observers were firing missions-from the tewer. BEnemy jet-propelled air=
craft were operating over the Battalion area throughout the day.

the Battalion Uommander made a reconnaissance with the Battery Com-
‘manders during the morning of the 26th in the vicinity of Merzenich.

The Battalion received Vlose Station March Order at 04304 the next
morning and a March time of 08304, 'The Battalion infiltrated with elements
of the 3rd Armored Division, 8th Infantry Division and 104th Infantry Div-
ision and arrived at its new position area #t .0940A. The Battalion ¢P.was
located at lierzenich, Uermany, Coor,VFl5848L. ‘Lthe No, 1 plece of Battery
A, Gun No, 3067 was out of action at 10254 with emulsified oil in its re-
coil system and left for Ordnancs at 15504,

« Battery A" [38th ABA Battalion rejoined the Battalion at 10004 28 Beb=
ruary 1945 with.the missien of providing AA security. At 13004 the Bat—

talion Gommander and Battery Uommanders left on reconnaissance to recon- ' A
noiter for positions in the vieinity of EtzWeiler. ihe Battalion received - ﬁyfl”f?"y“
Close Station March Order at 15404 and left the area at 16454, YThe Batw C;f) E}W g z:

- Y
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talion closed in its new position at HBtzweiler, CoorMWF173571, at 18214, e
At 1730A, Battery WB'8Y M=) tractor struck a land mine near Blatzheim as it if? S
was abtempting to turn.around, after having missed a turn in the route be-

cause of darkness., the front part of the tractor was burnt but the ammunit-

ion in the back~end and in two M~10 trailers being towed by the tractor were

not damsged., Lec 4 Bland, Pfc's Zammitt, Battistella, Zerkowski and Babb,’

who were riding in the M4 tractor were slightly injured and were treated

at the Battalion Aid Station and returned to duty with their. Battery,

(x

¢
At 00014 March 1, 1945 the Battalion was in position at Etzweiler,
Germany, Coor. F173571 supporting the rapid advance of the VII Corps., At
0300A the Battalion fired preparation fires for the attack of the 10ith
Infanbry Uivision., At 09204, an enemy plane strafing in the Battalion
area was shot down by adjacemt AA units, At 12054 enemy aircraft were
again over the area and drew a barrage of fire from the A4 guns,
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At 06554 the next morning, 2 March 1945, the Battalion Uemmsnder, Lt
Golonel Harold O, Welch left for a seven day leave to London, England. -
Major Robert W, Clirehugh took command as acting Battalion Commander. bur~
inf the afternoon the Acting Battalion Commander attempted to make prelim-
inary reconnaigsance for position near Huchelhoven but could net because
the ares was still under control of the enemy. Yhe No, 4 piece of Battery

A came back from Gridnance and was in position ready to fireat 1L554.

Major Roberth.1Qlirehwghtmadé;anothér'reConnaissance for position
during the morning of the Brdjbutgwas;unable'to'reach’ﬁhe assigned area
as it mas still occupied by enemy forces. Gtun No, 1700 of Battery "BU threw
a robtabing band at 09224, By noon, Liaison Flane, No. L48B0345, that kad
been hit by falling anti-aircraft shell fragments at 0,,00A the 2nd, had been
repaired and was ready for operation again. the Acting Battalion Uommander
and Battery Commanders attempted to reconnoiter in the viciniby of Huchel-
hoven during the afternoon but were unable to reach the assigned area. the
Battslion sent an M4 tractor and the HD8 Bulldozer to the 635th ¥ield Artillery
Battalion (155mm Gun ML) to help The Battalion emplace its guns. the No. 1.
plece of Battery "BY, Gun No, 1079 was sent to Ordnance at 1LL5A to have the
recoil repaired or replaced, as nitrogen was leaking past the floating
piston, Uuns No. 3013 and 3018 of Battery "A" each threw a rotating band at
approximately 174OA. : ' ‘

the Batterys were given March Order at OLOOA the 4th, and Close Station
was given abt O4L5A. ‘the Acting Battalilon Commander and Battery €ommanders
1eft the area at 05304 to make a reconnalssance for position in the vici-
nity of Nelderaussem. Jhe Battalion passed the Initial Point at Elsdorf

‘at 06004, arrived at the rekease point at 07004 and had closed in the area

At 07204, Uoor. of the UP wasW25065L. The Battalion was resdy o fire at
08554, )

At 0830A on the 5th, the acting Battalior Commander and Battery
Commanders left to make a reconnalssance for position in the vicinity of
Stommeln and Sinnersdorf and returned to the area at 12104, While five men
of Battery "B' were loading gravel into a 24 ton truck near Elsdorf, Germany
Goor. FL6717000, a pile of German explosives detonabed, killing Vorporal
Rensink, Pfc. Uardner, Pfc. Whitten, and badly injuring Pfc. Lovvold, who
was evacuated to the hospital, ‘he bodies of Gorporal Rensink and Pfec.
Gardner were not recovered. Pfc, Lovvold stated that all five of the men

were present at the time of the explosion but he didn't know the cause of it.
Glose Station March Order was given at 14354 to Battery WA', Fire Direction*

Genter was taken over by Battery "G" to direct the fires.of Batterys "B' and

HoW remaining in position. Battery nAM left the areg at 16124 and was in the

new area ready to fire at 168154, Yhe.Battslion #ire Direction Uenter, 5 ' v é;
Headquarters Babtery and Seryfce Battery also displaced at 16004. the forwar%gi Zﬁq 2»
CP was established at Stommeln F319698 and the rear UP was established at the e
P of Battery WCH, March Order was given Batterys HEH and WC" at OLDOA the aaﬁﬁ;; ’fj%f
next morning, 6 March 1945 and they left the area at 0700A.. they made the é? b

trip to their new area North of Sinnersdorf in 55 minutes. ' An OP was establish~—

ed on the West Benk of the ghine River by Lt. Morgan, Headgnarters Battery.
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A report was received from the A4th Uavalry Group the morning of the 7th,
that concentrations 842, 844, and 845, fired by this Battalion in support of
the Lth Cavalry Group was the most accurate firing that they had ever seen in
the VII Corps., Orders were recelved from the french Government at Paris, that
the Order of the Armee, Croix de Guerre -with Palm, had been awarded to Lt.
Colonel Harold O, Welch; the Grder of the Corps d 1'Armee, Croix de Guerre with
Etoile Vermeil had been awarded to Major Richard k. Watsonj; and the Order of the
Regiment, Uroix de Guerre with Etoile de Bronze had been awardad to Corporal
Leo, . Garter, Headquarters Battery; all for meriiorious service in action
against the enemy in France. .lhe Number 4 plece of Battery "B, Gun Number 1079
back from Ordnance and ready to fire at 13304, The Battalion was detached '
from 142nd Field Artillery Group and attached to 176th. Field Artillery Uroup
at 15304, Lhe Battalion Uommander, 5«3, Commbnications Officer, and three Gun
Battery Commanders, plus. several Enlisted Men from the 635th Field Artillery
Battalion visited the Battalion during the afternoon, taking notes on the
Battalion's method of operations. o '

At noon of the 9th, the basic load of ammunition of the Battalion was

 reduced by one third until noon of ‘the 10th, Lt, Golonel Harold O, Welch
returned from leave at 1300A on the 10th. During the afternoon, the 1h2nd

Field Artillery Group reguésted 100 rounds of HE ammunition, but the request
was not approved by highbr headquarters, so the transfer was not made. the
following message was received from Headquarters ETOUSA and Headquarters,
First United States Army dated HMarch 10th:

he whole Allied Force is delighted to cheer the
First United States Army, whose speed and bold-
ness have won the race to establish our first
bridgehead over the Rhine. Please tell all ranks
how proud I am. '

Signed, Hisenhower

Lo the men of the First Army who won this race, I
extend my congratulations. I share the pride of
the Supreme Commander in your fine achievement,

Signed, Uourtney H, Hodges; Gommanding

Jhe Battalion Gommander with his reconnaissance parties left the area at
07104 the 1lth to report to the Commsnding Officer of the lst Infantry Division
Artillery and make a reconnaissance for positions in the lst Infantry Division
zone of action. <Lhe Battalion was deteched from 179th Field Artillery.Group
and attached to the lst Infantry Division Artillery as of 0800A, with the
mission of general support. the Battalion was given Glese Station, March
Order at 07304 and left the area at 10004, The Battalion marched South
arriving at the release point near Breinig, Germeny at 14024 and closing in
position at 1428A. 'he Battalion CP was located at Breinig at Uoor. FL59=
395, General Palmer, Gommanding General, VII Gorps Artillery visited the
Battalion for a few minutes at 15054. 'Lhe Battalion was ready to fire at
17154, “The Batterys had a difficult time occupying positions because of
the soft, muddy terrain. At 23204 the Battalion joined with the 32nd Field
Artillery Battalion and the entire 188th Field Artillery Uroup in a fire
mission on a concentration of enemy vehicles in the town of Bevel,
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At 14504, the next day, an enemy aircraft over the area was fired at
by adjacent AA units. The Battalion adjusted a Battalion of the 188th field
Artillery Group on enemy persomnel implacing mertars at: ¥559358, obbaining
two direct hits, Battery "B', 153rd Field Artillery Battalion (8" Gun) was
attached to the 980th Field Artillery. Battalion at 17004, for tactical
operation., Gaptain Gurtis, the Battery Yommander reported to-the Battalion
Gommander for orders..at.17304 and the Battery c¢losed in the Battalion area
at 21004 but did not occupy until the next day due to darkness.

Battery "BY, 153rd Field Artillery Battalion was laid and ready to fire
at 11304 on the.l3th. Yhe Battalion received onb 1-83 (155mm self-propelled
gun M=l) from the 55@th Ordnance Company at 1930A for experimental
purposes. 'lhe Battalionwas to operatedthe: gun under various conditlons and
make suggestions for changes and improvements. At 1800A the Battalion.
received orders from the 142nd Field Artillery Group to displace the follow~
ing morning to a position area on the North edge’'of Bormn, Germany, anmd that
the Group was moving to the South of Bonn and that the Battalion would be
attached to them on their arrival. ,

At 06004, on the 1l4th, March Order was given to Battery "CM. Orders were
received from 188th rField Artillery Group that the Battalion was to be under
their control as of 08004, Batterys MA" and "B" were given March Order at 08004

" and Glose Station was given all Batterys at 08254, UThe Battalioen left the - ?‘?\)
area at 10004 and arrived at the release peint by 11004 and was ready to fire, Qiizq‘?/’{fg* {
at 1207A. tLhe Battalion CP was located in Uransdorf, Gemmeny Uoor WM'517378. [ S e
Battery "BY, 153rd Field Artillery Battalion closed Statiom at 23154 in o L;*;"} %Zf?*é}
preparation for an early move the next morning. : ﬁ A

As of 06004, 15 March 1945, the Battalion had fired 65,688 rounds in ~ \gg.ﬁg{bw“
combat, Battery "B', 153rd rield Artillery Battalion was detached from this [5M\T ‘
Battalion at 08004, . Golonel Jerome I, Thompson, Uommanding Officer, 1i2nd ngmi\
Field Artillery Uroup visited the Battalion at 13154 on the 16th with orders ~
that the Battalion would revert to control of the 142nd Field Artillery Uroup

as of 1600A, : :

The Battalion remained in-position for several days firing to the North-
east across the Hhine Hiver, on enemy batterys and road junctions, - During
this time the guns and vehicles were washed and cleaned up. A letter was
received from VII Corps dated 19th March 1945, addressed to all units, quoting
the following message from the 12th &Army Group: .

WThe Supreme Commander desires the following message to be transmitted
to all ranks under your command.

The following message received from the Secretary of the
United States Navy: - )
PFor General of the Army, Dwight D, Eisenhower, Supreme
Al'lied Gommander, Supreme Headquerters Allied Expddition~
ary Force. The United States Navy joins the nation in
admiration for the feats of Armies under your command
and particularly sends its congratulations to the tirst
United States Army on its historic crossing of the Rhine.
Regards and all personal good wishes,
James Forrestal.

- 5L =
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the following message received from Speaker fayburn of the United States
House of Hepresentatives: ) :
MAth the request of the House of Hepresentatives unanimously
expressed, I send to you, the Officers and men of all
services under your command, our congratulations and
thanks for the magnificent victories recently achieved an
* the Western Front."

No Shell HE for the guns was available on the 20th at any of the ASP's,
the Battalion Commander made a very detailed inspection of the Batterys,
much to the sorrow of some of the Battery Commanders. On the 20th and the
21st, the carbines of the Battalion were modified by the 516th Ordnance
Uompany. 4 new type sight, which included a windage scale and adjustable
sight leaf, replaced the old type sight. the carbines were then taken and
zeroed in, by the men on a rifle range at Battery "C's" CP, using an allotment
of training ammunition,

During the afternocon of the 2lst, the Bgttalion Yommander made a pre-
liminary reconnaissance for position East of the EHhine.

ihe Battalion Yommander made another recomnaissance for position tast
of the Hhine on the morning of the 22nd, Yuring the afterncon, the Battalion
Commander brought back the message from the l42nd Field Artillery uroup
thgt the Battalion woukd not move for a few days, but would remain in position
and fire to the Northeast across the fhine in support of the 4th Cavalry Groups
Wire communication was established with the 87th Armored Field Artillery
Battalion and the A4bth Cavalry Group.

The Battalion was given March Order at 1000A on the 24th and Ulose Station
was given at 10254.. The Battalion passed its Initial Point at 12004, crossed

the Hhine River on a treadway bridge and arrived at the Release Point at _%%ﬁg
13304, By 13504 the Battalion had clesed into position at Ober pleis, Germaﬂg?ﬁ@ éfaﬂ M
Coor. F6773L46, ‘the 1-83 crossed the Rhine Hiver on a ferry on the second \ & , g éﬂ"

attempt, Uhe first time across the ferry grounded off shore, so the U~83 was P ke
brought back and transferred to a larger ferry which made the crossing 7
without incident., ‘Lhe b=g bulldozer crossed the Ehine an a heavy pontoon

bridge to the South, as.the trailer was unable to cross the treadway. Five or

six shells of medium caliber landed in the Battalion CP area at 14254, but

caused no casualties within the Battalion.

Lt. Golonel Parsley from the Field Artillery Board visited the Battalion
from 10304 to 15154, on the 25th, inquiring into the performance of the 1«83,
shethier or not the Bsttalion favored it, and what suggestions for improvement
"the Bsttalion wished to submit. The Battalion Commander, Lt. Colonel Harold

O, Welch left the CP at 1250A with his driver Corporal Bonacei, to make s
preliminary recomnaissance for position area in the vicinity-of Bullesbach,

Coor. F752349., ‘hey returned at 14504 with five German Pi¥s that thiy had
captured in the position area. Tthe Battalion Commander left with the Battery
Commanders at 15304 to complete the reconnaissance of the area and returned

at 17404, Battery "B" captured a priscner while recommoitering for gun positions.
Gun Number 1364 of Battery "C! threw a rotating band at 22394,
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March Order was given at O700A the next morning, 26 March 1945 and the
Battalion Commander left on recomnaissance for position near Kircheib, Germany,
Battery "B" captured 3 prisoners and Service Battery Captured 17 whide recon-
noltering their positions. The Battalion left Cberpheis at O?OOﬁ; arrived
at the Release Point at 1010A and closed in the position at 10504. ‘lhe )
vicinity of the Helease Point was shelled by enemy smoke shells, just as theﬂggf}'w;WJ
Battalion finished clearing, Lhe Battalion Uommander and the Executive g?ﬁﬁ ] Wl
Officer, along with a few knlisted men present, took to the deepest and = b
muddiest ditch available, <Lhe Battalion P was established in Eirchieb, k
Goor, F806345. The Battalion area was shelled intermittently during the after-
noon with both smoke and Hi shell, Uun Number 1121 of Battery "C" threw a
rotating band at 18304, '

At 130Q4 on the 27th, l42nd Iield Artillery Uroup closed station and
communications were established by radio, 4t 13154, a terman soldier in
civilian clothes surrendered himself at the Battalion UP, Ueneral Palmer,
Commanding General, VIL Uorps Artillery, visited the Battalion for 10 minutes
at 14054, ‘he Battalion Commander left the Bsttalion at 1425A to make
s recomnaissance for position in the vieinity of Altenkirchen, Yhe Battery
Commanders left later and met the Battalion “ommander near the new position
area, 1he Battalion Yommander was injured in the right knee by falling debris
when two shells struck the house in which he had taken cover.

#arch Order was given the Battalion at OlOO& the next morning, 28 HMarch
1945 and Close Station was given at 01454, Lhe Battalion left the area at
04,004 and arrived at the Release Point Northeast of Altenkirchen at 05254,
Ihe Battalion closed in position at O545A and was laid and ready to fire at VI
07004, <The Battalion UP was located at ¥9L42326. &t 21454 the 1-83 was @%ﬁﬁbifiam:ﬁgl %J
displaced forward to Coor MG1234342L to fire on the town of Siegen (G2053) =& &% T 7
at the rate of 12 rounds per hour until relieved the following morning by ==<p . 1oyt
the 98lst Field Artillery Battalion. ' f j’f} "f 8 o

At 08154, 29 March 1945, the Battalion was attached to VII Uorps Artillery

#ire Uirection Uenter for fire missions only, ‘he Battalion fired on

personnel and vehicles north of the Sieg River during the morning for the

Fipgt Pivision, As of 12004 the Battalion was relieved from the li4Rnd field

4rtillery Group and VIIL Vorps Artillery Fire Direction Uenter and attached

to the lst Infantry Division Artillery, ‘the Battalion Vommander left on

recomnaissance. for positions near Lippe, termany at 11354, Yhe T-83 returned

from its mission at 12254, Close Station darch Order was given to the

Battalion at 14104, Yhe Battalion was to follow the léth Infantry Hegiment

and did not pass the Initial Point until 18154, Lhe Battalion reached the

Release Point at 20454, closed into the area at 22154 and was ready to fire fﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬁ*?%%?g

at 23304, Ihe Battalion UP was located in Lippe abt coor. (R27346. Service &7 I =

Battery captured a prisoner in their area while on reconnaissance at 17004. . N
° 5y BE

Battery MA", 438th AAA AW Battalion received Ulose Station March Order
at 0440A 30 March 1945 and left the area at 05004 with a new assignment, As
of 06004 the Battalion fired 68,555 rounds in combat., Battery "A" captured
a prisoner at O700A, At 09004 the Battalion was given the mission of rein~
forcing the fires of the 32nd Field Artillery Battalion, in addition to
general support of the First Infantry Division. Battery "AY, L74th AAA, AW

" Battalion (SP), commanded by Gaptain Brothwell, assumed Al protection for
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the Battalion at 14304, +‘he Battery was equipped with 8 M-15's, and 8 l-16's.
Golonel Waters, Yommanding Officer, lst Infantry Division Artillery visited
the Battalion GP. for a few minutes at 14454, - Battery "B" captured 3 prisoners
on the airfield near their position, 'Lt. George Long cepttired a Uerman
prisoner at Hof, Germany at 18004 whils on a reconnaissance for adjacent
units, Battery WG", 980th Field Artillery Battalion captured L prisoners at
09004 the 31lst, in.the woods near thelr gun position area.

At 0001A, 1 April 1945, the Battalion was in position at Lippe, Germany,
Goor. GR27346, abttached to and im direct support of the First Infantry Div-
ision, Glose Stgtion March Order was given to the Battalion at 09004, lhe
Battalion Commander and Battery Vemmanders left the area at 1000A with their
reconnalssance parties, to march with the reconnaissance elements of Division
Artillery, ‘he Battalion was further attached to the 12th Gombat Team for
the march only and transported 100 Infantry men of the 18th Infantry Regiment
on the Battalion's trucks, LThe Hattalion marched from its area at 15304, and
crossed the Imitial Point at Haiger, Germany, at its scheduled time, 16204,

The 9«83 was marched at the head of the Battalion column for use as direct

fire weapon in case of an attack upon the column by ground troops, %The Bat-—
telion was forced to detour from the scheduled route due to enemy armored ele-
ments holding a section of the road, %The Battalion marched 108 miles and arriv-
“ed at the Release Point at Hagensdorf, Germany, at 0950B the next day. dust
prior to arrival at the Helease Point, two ¥ 190's flew over the cdlumn but
were fired on and driven away by Battery WA"y L74th AdA Battalion, marching with- '
in the Battalion column. ‘the Battalion, less two guns of Battery A", closed in l!
position at 11008, Lhe Battalion UP was located in Hzgensdort, Uoor.@B620259.j§gar5§31%\}
he two gun trucks of Battery "A! were damaged in the radiator by running into ‘ .
the gun tubes in front of them.in the blackout, ‘Urucks were sent back after ?ﬁkmggfiﬁb
the guns and they were brought up during the evening. : g‘ “;}.35 Lo’

On the afternoon of the Ath, two prisoners were taken by the Air Section
and one: by Battery "BY,

Orders were reéeived from VII Corps on the 5th, awarding the 4th Bronze
Oak Leaf Uluster to the Air Medal to First Lieutenant Max ®, Young and the
2nd Bronze Oak Legf Cluster to the Air Medal to First Lieutenant Lloyd O, Pruett.

March Order was given the Battalion at 0800B 7 April 1945 and the Bat-
talion Commander and Battery Yommanders left on recomnaissance for a new pos—
ition at 0830B, Ulose Station was given the Battalion at 1000B and it left
the area at 1035B crossing the Initial Point at Warmenberg at 11008, Battery
mAN, L74th AAA Battalion (SP) was detached from the Battalion upon the Battalion's
displacement at 10358, the Battalion was detached from First Infantry Divis-
ion as of 1200B, and attached directly to VII Corps drtillery, ‘Lhe Battalion y
reached the Release Point at 1345B and was closed in osition at lABOB-¢*fg%5 M
Battalion CP was located at Dalhausen, Germany, Coor.pLO78378. 1;!9i57qi?‘fif .

. : D b e

he Battalion Gommander and Battery Uommanders left on recoéiéigjaﬁ%e
for position at 0600B the next morning 8 April 1945. Headquarters Battery
captured a prisoner at 0735B. The Bgttalion Uommander'repurned“frOm recon-
naissance at 0830B. B, ttery "B' was given Ulose Station March Order at 1000B
and left the area at liBBB. ‘Lthey closed in their new position gt 1330B and
were ready to fire at 14158, March Order was given 40 Byttery "AM at 1030B and to
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Battery "C" at 1530B. Close Station was given to both battefyu at l7lOB and

the Batterya.left the area at 1730B, Battery "A" was prevented from marching e

earlier becéhse the 3rd Armored Miwvision -had road prlorltJ. Batterys "A" and <7 ?‘ew\

"G closed in the new position area at Deisel,* Germany, Uoor. $159338 at. 1920B

and were ready to fire at 2000B, ‘ ‘ ﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁufiié
the Battalion Air Section took three prisoners on the afternoon of the

9th, after a short fire fight in which two Germans were wounded, but there

were no American casualties.

the Battalion was detached from VII Corps Artillery at 0600B, 10 April
1945, and was atbtached to the 1lst Infantry Uivision Artillery. blose Station
March Order was given to the Battalion at 0600B and it left the area at
0800B, the Battalion Vommander with his reconnaissance parties precseded the
Battalion and met it in a rendezvous position in the vicinity of Hienover,
Germany, <The Battalion crossed the Weser Hiver and arrived at the rendezvous
area at 1007B and was closed in the area by 1100B, The Battalion Commander
left the rendezvous area at 1300B with his reconnaissance parties and the
Battalion left the area at 1500B, - the 2nd Platoon, Bettery “B', 103rd AAA
Battalion was attached to the Battalion at 1400B with the mission of provid-—
ing Anti Adrcraft security, +The Battalion arrived at the Release Point at
1552B and was closed in its area at 1615B, ‘the Battalion occupied a position

of readiness by placing the guns over the gun stakes but did not uncouple “'ﬁ

J

L

the guns from the prime movers, <The Battalion CP was located at Vahle, :>f3 {ﬁ} 9= "
Germany, Coor.f4332437. All ‘Batterys joined in rounding up a total of 1'7wg e ab fgr’
prisoners in the Battalion area. 7w i

March Order was given to the Battalion at 0825B, the 1lth and the
Battalion Yommander and the Battery Uommanders left with their recomnaissance
parties at 0900B, 7The Battalion left the area at 1000B, arrived at the Lo
Helease Point ‘at 12008 and was closed in g positien of readlness at 1228B, . i agig ig
Ihe Battalion GP was located in foltensen, Germany, boor.§%575h9h Battery
WAW captured 12 prisoners at 1300B while going after water. the Battalion P j§!4£§fti
Bxecutive Officer took four prisoners while on reconnaissance for éstabllshw-%ﬁ et
ing road blocks at 1315B, Iour more prisoners were taken during the after-
noon to bring the total for the day to 20. Battery "AM captured five more
prisoners during the might, Special Order No, 24, Headquarters, VIL Corps
dated 11 April 1945, awarded the Fifth Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air.
Medal to lst Lt Max B. Young, and the Second Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the
Air Medal to 8/Sgt Richard Hiserman.

he Battalion received March Order at 0830B the next morning, 12 April

1945- and the Battalion Uommander and the Battery Uommanders left with their O L%
reconnaissance parties at 0840B, The Battalion closed station and left the ,— F%
area at 1000B. ‘the Battalion closed in & position of readiness at Osterode, 2
Germany, Goor. U739501, at 1145B. Personnel of Battery "A" were engaged in a l !;
fire fight with the enemy in a woods in front of the Battery gun position,
during which Corporal R.H, Hutchins was killed and Pfe Fred Guyer was wounded.
Pfc Guyer was returned to duty. #ield Artillery Report Numbee 94, Headquarters
VII Gorps Artillery, dated 13 April 1945 reported the incident as follows:

On 12 April 1945, the three firing Batterys of the 980th

Field Artillery Battalion (155G) were each in a small arms

fire fight and took prisoners. Battery "A" received small .

arms fire while oceupying position at C747488. A patrol
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was formed immediately and the woods searched. In searching
the woods, the patrol ran into a well defended road block
and was forced to withdraw. Une man was killed and another
wounded in the action and one Prisoner of War was taken.
Battery WB" took 27 prisomers, without loss to the

Battery while occupying positions at U743489, Battery -
HEM received a report from a Polish worker that enemy
troops were in the woods in the rear of the Battery
position at C740487. A patrol was sent out to investi-
gate and brought in 7 Prisoners of War. tThe Battalion
total for the'day was 35 Prisoners of Wer,

S#3 Periodie Report, Number 99, Headquarters:lst Infantry Uivision,
dated 12 April 1945 reported the incident as follows:
the 980th kield Artillery Battalion in their new position
just southwast of Usterode had several running fire fights
with enemy infantry, capturing over 4O prisoners of war
by 1800B,

At 1900B, the Battalion was given orders by the lst Infantry Uivision
Artillery to occupy firing positiens and.at 19158 the Battalion was ready
to fire, ftield Artillery Heport Number 95, Headquarters VII Uorps Artillery
dated 1. April 1945 reported an Alr OB adjustment at 19258 as follows: .

' At 19258 on 12 April 1945 an air observer of the 980th
Field Artillery Battalion (155G) saw 3 tanks, a staff cary
and a group of Infantry moving west along the road at Goor.
819495, tThe Battalion, not yet registered, fired one round
at a road junctien across the path of the column. UThe aid
observer was prepared to adjust the fire but the first round
hit the road junction, Iire for effect was started at once
and 42' rounds were fired, When the dust and smoke cleared,
the Infantry had dispersed, the 3 tanks were stopped, and
the staff car was racing down the road in the direction from
which it came.

The Battallon took a total of Lk pfisoners during the day.

Brigadier General Palmer, Commanding General, VII Uorps Artillery,
visited the Battalion for 50 minutes during the afternoon of the 13th.
2nd Lieutenant James B, Terry was transferred from the Battalion to
Military Government, First United States Army.

" Yhe Battalion received orders at OBL4LB, 14 April 1945 to change

- the direction of fire to an azimuth of 1600 mils and by 0902B the Battalion
was ready to fire in the new direction, Brigadier Ueneral Palmer visited
the Battalion for 20 minutes during the afternoon. Battery "A" captured

5 prisoners during the day. .

Battery M"C" was given March Order at 0545B the next morning and left
the area at 0700B. The Babttalion Commander left on recomnaissance at 0640B s
to reconnoiter for a position area for Battery "C'. Battery "CW closed inifE?%§ P -
their new position area at Herzberg, Germany, Uoor. CBLLL28 at O7LEB and 'y
was ready to fire at 0820B. The Battery captured two prisoners in its o) |
new area at 0830B. The ©~83 (self-propelled 155mm Gun) was attached to ﬁ)‘ Lo
Battery "C! at 1630B. ¢
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Battery "A" took two prisoners and Service Battery one, at 0800B
the next morning, 16 April 1943. Phe Battalion was given March Order at
08358 and Close Station at 0900B, The Battalion crossed the Initial Point

at 1000B, closed in the area at 1210B and was ready to fire at 1240B. . F%ehwj'ﬁé‘&
Battalion CP was located at St Andreasburg, Germany, Coor, 092LL95, { ﬁ?! F;Tigifﬁ
. e " "\&1‘ E\ke
M &R

Battery "AU captured four prisoners at 11208, the 17th. 5-3 Periodicgég
Report Humber 104, Headquarters 1st United States Infantry Division
Artillery, dated 17 April 1945, contained the following report on the
Battalion. ' ‘

"During the afternocon, donsiderable enemy vehicular and
troop movement was observed and adjusted upen, on the

road from 025529 Nertheast to Rothehutte. The 5th,a7th
and 980th Field Artillery Battalions conducted observed
fire onm the enemy traffic with excellent results. In
addition, the 980th Field Artillery Battalion fired lime
on Largetbs on possible assembly and traffic bottlenecks in
rothehutte, Elbingerode, and tlend,"

At .about 1900B, persomnel at the Battalion CP were started by a
great series of gmall arms fire coming down the main street.  After the
Battalion CP guards and other persomnel had taken cover, they discovered
that a man (German Prisoner) was trying to make a get away from the
Military Police. UYhe man was shot dead a few yards from the Battalion
CP. ‘lhe (-2 Periodic Heport Number 299, Headguerters VII Corps, dated
17 April 1945 reported the incident as follows: . _

"One more notorious small time Hitler received better
than he deserved when he was shot to death as he was trying
to escapt while being evacuated to rear areas., Lthe man was
a minor ofﬁicial in the town of 3t Andreasburg, well known
for his brutality toward foreign workers and hesitant local
citizens. This man shot and killed a captured American
“aviator, who refused to divulge military information. His
guilt was unguestionable in the face of many sworn state=
ments by eve witnesses,"” .

the Battalion Commander and Battery Commanders left on reconnaissance
with their recommaissance parties at 1000B, 18 April 1945 to reconnoiter
in the vicinity of lanne, Germany. The Battalion Commander returned from
reconnaissance at 1320B, The 5=3 Periodic Heport Number 105, Headquarters
1gt Infanbry Division Artillery, dated 18 April 1945 contained the follow—
ing report: - '

Konigshof was marked by the 080th Field Artillery
Battalion for an Air mission and in addition, received
harrassing fire. Hany vehicles parked along side the
Weriningerode Forest Hoad, from 03551 to 060560 were
observed and adjusted upon by the 33rd and 980th Field
Artillery Battalions. several hits were reported and '
the column disperseds

Captein Kermeth F. Ames was transferred from the Battalion to Headquarters
VII Corps and assigned.to the G—4 section. the pattalion rounded up a
total of 18 prigoners during the day.

~ 50 -
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the Hattalion was given Harch Order at 06008 the next morning 19
April 1945, and Close Station was biven-at 06453. ‘The Battalion left
arsa st 0800B and arrived at the new position at’ Tanne,. Germany, Coor.
D063485 at, 10158, Battery "CW capbured two prisoners at 09108, The
Wattalion Gommander arrived at the new P, complste with two prisoners
that he had captured enroute, The Battalion was ready to fire at 1100B.
Brigadier General Waters, Commending General, lst Infantry Division
Artillery, visited the Battelion for ten minutes during the forenoon,
sattery "G captured ten male prisoners at 10303 and one female nrisoner
of war. Headquarters Battery captured three prisoners ab 11308 and four
at 1430B,

March Order wes glven the Battaldion at 06008, 20 April 1945 and Ulose
Station was given at 0705B., The 2nd Platoon, Battery "B7, 103rd AA4
Battalion was detached from the Hattalion at 0800B, Lhe. Babttalion was

detached from the 1st Infamtry Division Artillery at 0800 and attached P mff
to VII Corps Artillery Fire Direction Center., The Babtalion left the areas, | g

2t 0S00B and closed in its new ares at 17L0B, ‘Uhe Battalion CF was S =
located at Mosingkau, Germany Coorﬁ%E04265l. he Battalion CF was shelled, gﬁ?”ﬁ }
ab 17558 and 18258, ‘'the Air OF adjusted on ths suspected location from i EW\“

which the selling was coming and all shelling of the CP area ceased and
was not resumed., At 20L0B orders were received that the Battalion would
fire only on orders of -VIL Corps Artillery Fire Direction Uenter., Pfc
Stanley W. Anderson was Killed during the evening in a train accident at
Liege, Belgium, on his way back from a pass to Paris, France,

At 22L5B, 21 April 1945, the Battalion. received orders that there
would be no firing Kast of the Elbe Hiver because of the Advance of the
Russian Army. )

1st Lt Pruett, Battalion Liaison Pilot with $/Sgt Hiserman as an
observar sighted what they believed to be the Russians at Willenberg,
. Germany at 20008, 22 April 1945. AL 22008 orders were received that
thepe would be no firing West of the Mulde River and South of the Elbs
River. ’

v 4 one-quarter ton Command” and reconnaissance vehicle of Battery "B
which had been capturad at Tanne, Lermany on the 19th, was recovered by
the lst Division Military Police, two miles ezst of lamnne and reburned
to Batbtery WBY on the 23rd. Tt had been abandoned because of a flat tire.
The liaison plane piloted by lst Lisutenant Pruett with S/Sgt Hiserman
as observer was forced down at 17308, with a broken rocker arm, No one
was injured. ‘lhe Alr Strip was moved in th.the edge of town nsar the
Bottalion CP at 21008 due to gsecurity reasons as all the troops were
moving'from‘the'area in the vieinity of the old air stripe.

On the 25th, the Battalion Fired some expirimental fires to
determine the effect of Quick and Delay on desbtruction missions. 38
rounds wers fired with fuze Dmlay from the (=83 (155mm Gun SP) at a
range of 16,000 yards, obtaining one hit. 50 rounds were fired with
fuze Quick from an M-l gun (towed) at a range of 13,000 yards obtaining
seven hits which set the target on fire, subsequently destroying ita-

'
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M/Sgt LaVerne M, Iriggs was discharged on the 25th and commissionead
2 2nd Lieutenant in the Army of the United States by battlefield commission
on the. 26th. ‘The Burgermeister of Mosingkau brought five German soldiers
dressed in civilian clotheg to the Battalion GP at 0930B on the 26th,

In-request of the 9th Infantry Division Artillery, through VIL Uorps ‘.vféﬁﬂﬂ
Artillery, the guns of the Battalion were -displaced forward to a posj_tj_on ﬁg/f 0;5’
near Alten, Germany, Coor.JiEE075667 to fire on a bridge being used by the §$§ ) F
enemy, Harch Order was given the gun Batterys at 18558, Battery "A" dis- a (§ P
placed at 1956B, Battery "B' at 2001B, and Battery "C" at 2014B. Only the )

guns and Battery Executive Posts were displaced. lhe.Batterys CP, Battalior

CP and Service Battery remained in their positions. Permission to register

from the new position was requesbed from the VII Uorps Artillery rire

Direction Uenter at 2005B but the request was not granted. 'lhe Battalion

was ready to fire with all guns at 2100B.

{he Battalion Commander made a recommaissance with the Battery
Commanders for a rest area for the Battalion at Zorbig, Germany during
the morning of the 27th. ' » , ‘

March Order was given the Battalion at 07008, the next motning, 28
April 1945 to move to a rest area, The Battalion was being withdrawn from
action after more than ten months of combat, Uthe Battalion had fired
71,141 rounds and had the gun tubes replaced twice. Close Station was
given to Battery "B" at O750B and to the remsinder of the Battalion at

. : gy L{
0800B. ‘'the order.of march was Headquarters, Service, HAN, wpH o NG Batberyg, éae?5%§ 53 '

the Battalion closed at Zorbig, Germany GQOT.QEO28A61 in.a position for
rehabilitation of personnel, repair and maintenance of equipment at 10308,
The Battalion was detached from VII Corps Fire Direction Center and
attached 4o the 142nd Rield Artillery Group on arrival ab Zorblg, Germsny. g

bl
p2 Do~

A5
i

“Battery "AM took one prisoner at 23458,

At 0730B, the 29th, the Battalion Gémmsnder left with his reconnaissance
parties to make a reconnaissance of Weissenfels Kreis, Germany to billet
the Battalion. - ‘‘he Batbtalion was ziven March Order at 1030B and left the
area.at 1130B., ‘'he Battalion closed in position at Weissenfels Kreis at
1400B, The Battalion CP was located in Wsissenfels at Goor.?@963977. The
Battalion was given the mission of Security Guard and Military Uovernment
in the area occupied, Headquarbers Batbery, Service Battery, and Battery

_#B yere billsted in Weissenfels, Battery "A" in Langendorf, and Battery

#gt in Gross Kayna.

‘On the 30th, the Battalion established road blocks and security guard
in the Battalion area.

He Battalion at 0001B, 1 May- 1945 was billeted in end around the
town of Weissenfels, Germany. <The Battalionwas occupied by manning
road blocks, transporting ex-prisoners of war, screening the cigilian
population, capturing German prisoners of war, end conselidating and
guarding German ammunition dumps.

4t 11008 on the 2nd, an FWL90, "belly lended" in Battery "G's!
area, carrying a German pilot and mechanic, who were deserting. from the

German Army.
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History, 980th Field £ :llery Battalion, Page 60 onti :d

On the evening of the Lth, an FWL90 attempted to land in the
Battalion area, but was unable to do so, :

8/Sgt Richard Hiserman was discharszed on the 6th of May 1945 and
commissioned by a battlefield commission in the Army of the United States
on the 7th of May 1945,

4 Ju 87 circled the CP area and landed on the 142nd fleld Artillery
Group airstrip, whers the crew of three aurrendered themselves at 21103,
7 May 1945. General Order No. 37, Heddquarters, VII Corps, dated 7 May
1945 was received awdrding the Third Oak . Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal To.
1st Lieutenant Lloyd ©. Pruett and the Air Medal to lst Lieutenant Charles
B. Ackard II. - :

Brigadisr General Williston Palmer, Commanding General, VII Uorps
Artillery, prssented the Bronze Star Medal to nine Officers, one Warrant
Officér and thirtywnine tnlisted Men of the Battalion for meritorious
service, _in support of combat operations against the enemy, at 11158, 8
May 1945. The medals were presented at a ceremony which included the
980th Field Artillery Battalion, the 981st Field Artillery Battalion, the
195th Field Artillery Battalion, the 660th Field Artillery Battalion, and
the 142nd Field Artillery Groupa Three enemy ME 109's flying over the
Battalion area at 14508 were fired upon by Anti Aircraft units stationed’
nearby. '

Germany surrendered unconditionally at .O00LB, 9 May 1945, but since
the Battalion had been withdrawn from action on 28 April 1945, there was
no change in the Battalion's duties. By this time the Battalion had

1

captured 492 prisoners of war since landing on the Normandy beaches.

At 0800B on the 10th, It Colonel Harold O, -Welch, who had been
commanding the Bsttalion since February 1943, left the Battalion end
took commend of the 188th Field Artillery Group. Major Robert W,
Clirehugh assumed command of the 980th Field Artillery Battalion. At
0830B the new Battalion. Uommander and the Battery Commanders left the
area to make a recommalssance for billets for the Battalion in Sonders=-
‘hausen, Germany, and returned at 1723B. ' y

. . L
the Battalion was given Glose Station March Order at 0600B the next . i}yi
morning, 11 May 1945 and it left the ares abt 0800B. 'lhe Battalion marched @ﬁ%fk" -~
to its new position in end near Sondershausen arriving there at 1330B §'§ B g )
without incident, ‘The Battalion CP was located at Coor, P182123, The ./ Q.W’”éw &

980th Field Artillery Babttalion was relieved from assignment to the First §€> Ty W
United States Army and sssigned to the Ninth United States Army, per |
Paragraph L, lroop assignment, Letter No. 47, Headquarters, first United

States Army, dated 9 May 1945. '

Saturday, May 12th, was amnounced as Hedeployment Day by the Wer
Department and the point values were announced for the Adjusted Service
Hating Cards, Lhe Battalion men spent the day, totaling up their points
and seeing if they were eligible for discharge. '

Captain John . Clark, 0414898, was transferred to the Battalion from
the 142nd Field Artillery uroup end assigned to Battery "B' as Battery
Gommander on the lith.
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History; 980th Field srtillery Battalion, Page 64, Uoncinued

Warrant Officer Junior Grade Elwin’M..Jacstn was transferred from
the Battalion to the 142nd Field Artillery Group on the 15th,

Brigadier General Palmer, Gommanding General, VII Corps Artillery,
visited the Battalion for twenty minubes during the afternoon of the 16th,

On the 17th, Special Order No., 129, Headqparters,kFirst United States
Army, dated 11 May 1945 was received officially transferring Lt Col Harold
0. Welch to the 188th Field Artillery Group-as of the 16th,

, At 15L5B on the afternocon of the:19th, Pfc J.A. Seelandt, Battery "EBY,
was fired upon from ambush and wounded in the lower part of a leg, while ,
he was on guard on Post No, 7.

At 0800B, 21 May 1945, the first ®en men to leave the Battalion under
the point system left the Battalion bound for the States, At 0900B, the
guns left the Battalion to be tagken to the Ninth Army Ordnance Proving
Ground at Hillersleben, Geriany, by a crew of three Officers and eighty
six (86) bnlisted Men, ‘he guns were to be calibrated and to undergo a
¢lass WA Ordnance Inspection.

tapt Halph J. Mdouw departed on temperary duty, 25 May 1945 (par 1
Ltr 011, Hg 980th Field Artillery Battalion) to the Information and
Kdueation Staff School at Paris, France.

Onéﬁhe 26th two more men left the Battalion, bound for the States,
. under the point system. ‘

" General Order No. 48, Headguarters, VII Uorps was received on the
27th, awarding the First Bronze Oak Leaf Uluster to the Alr Hedal to lst
Lieutenant Thomas H, HEvans Jrs, and the Sixth Bronze Uak Leaf Uluster to
the Air Medal to 1lst Lieutenant Max &, Young. Warrant Officer “unior
Grade Klwin M, Jackson was transferred to the Battalion from the 1li2nd
Field Artillery Group, per Par. 5, Special Urder No 79, Headquarters,
"VII Uorps, dated 25 May 1945.

The guns of Battery "A" and "BY were returned from the Ninty Army
Ordnance Proving Grounds:-abt.2110B, 28 May 1945.

the guns of Battery "CY were returned from Ordnance at 1900B on the 30th,

.. Persennel of Battery "B7, 980th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm Gun)
were awarded the Bronze Service Arrowhead for assaulting the Normandy

Beach ofi 7 June 194k, by authority of Par. 2, Letter, Headquarters, Luropean
Theater of Operations United States Army, Subject: "Individual Service
Award, Bronze Service Arrowhead,® dated 9 May 1945. .

Between 9 May 1945 and 31 llay 1945 the Battalion captured 1183
prisoners of war, bringing the Battalion total to 1662.
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History, 980th bieldfﬁ @illery Battalion, Page 6% Uontuwled

the Battalion at O001B, 1 June 1945 was billeted in and around the
town of Sondershausen (Coord D182123) Germany., The primary mission was
security guard for the area. :

Gaptain Halph J, Mouw returned to the Battalion on 4 dJune 1945 fropg
the Information and Bducation School at Paris, frances .

Promotion of lst ‘Lt Thomas H. Evans Jr. to Uaptain (AUS), effective
1 June 1945 was received 5 June 1945 (par 3, SO #152, Hg. 9th U.S, Army).

On the 7th June 1945 Lt, General Gollins, Uommsnding Genemal VIL Uorps
arrived in the Battali@nfareaﬁat~1350B°to'addresS'troops of the 1li2nd kield
Artillery Group. Later the same day at 1950B Colonel thompson, wommanding
Officer 142nd rield Artillery Group arrived at the Battalion GP for a short
visit, :

Orders were received from VII Gorps (Sect II, 4, 0. #52, 1945, Hq VII
Gorps) on 9 June 1945 awarding lst Lt Max E, Young 0887816, lst Sgb Richard
L.t. Davies 3923181, 8/5gt Edouard W. Gonzell 20917968 the Silver Star
Medal. On the same order Major Hichard K. Watson 0414992 was awarded a
Bronze ‘Oak Leaf Gluster to the Bronze Star Medal and Corporal Leo il. Uarter
20954495 was awarded the Bronze Star MMedal. .

' A weapohs carrier in which Gorporal Burdette L. Treloar 20918722, "c!
Battery was riding rolled over an embankment killing him almost instantly
~on 10 June 1945. :

Battalion was relieved from attachment to VII Corps and attached to
XXI Corps at OOOLB hours on 11 June 1945, Later in the day at Altern,
Germany, 1100B hours, the Croix De buerre was awarded Major Richard K.
- Watson and Gorporal Leo M. Carter by a French Liaison Officer. At the
same place at 1400B hours Brigadier General Palmer, VII Corps Artillery
 Commander awarded Lt Max E. Young the Silver Star Medal. 1st Lt Marvin
W. Sherron was transferred to Headguarters, VII Corps Artillery (par 2,
S.0. #50 Hg VII Corps Artillery 11 June 1945)

The category of the Battalion as of O00LB hours 12 dJune 1945 in its post
V-E Day job was established as Category IV by a letter dated 1R June 1945
Headquerters XXI Corps. ‘

As of 0010B hours 15 June 1945 the Battalion was relieved from assign-
ment to the Ninth United States Army and attached to the Seventh United
States &rmy. Colonel Jerome F, Thompson, Uommanding Officer, 1li2nd Field
Artillery Group made a group of awards to men of the Battalion at, 1430B
hours, The Silver Star Medal was awarded lst Sergeant Hichard L.G. Davies
and S/Sgt Edouard Gonzell; Major Richard &, Watson received the Qak Leaf
Cluster to the Bronze Star Medal; Corporal Leo M, Carter was awarded the
Bronze Star Medalj; Captain V.H, Bvans received the Air Medal and Bronze
Oak Leaf Gluster; and Lieutenant Max E. Young and Lieutenant Lloyd O.
Pruett were awarded Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters to the Alr Medal,

Per Par 2, Journal #20, Warning Order, Commending Ueneral, XXT Gorps
dated O00LB hours 19 June 1945 the Battalion was to be prepared for move-
ment to VI Corps Area after 21 June 1945 and upon arrival to be relieved
of attachment to XXI Corps and abtached to VI Corps.
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History: 980th Field E&millery Battalioﬁ, Page é@vGontﬂ%Med

On 21 June 1945 Ltr "Categorizations of Units", Headquarters, Seventh
United States Army dated O0OLB hours I5 June 1945 (Par 2) was received which
placed this Battalion in Category IT correcting Ltr "Categorization Units¥,
ELOUSA, 5 June 1945 placing Battalion in Category IV,

On 1 July 1945 the Battalion gtarted movement by infiltration to new
area at Alsbach, Germany (Nord de Guerre Wil626269). VA" Battery, a portion
of WGW Battery and 43 Officers and Enlisted Men from Headquarters and

in th area, - The following day, the march
was made Service Battery, Medical Detachment and R Battery. . It was cloudy
and rainy as Service Battery and the Medical Detachment departed 08008
followed by "B' Battery at O845B, After a march of about 220 miles Service
Battery closed. in the new area at 1810B, Medical Detachment 18308 and BN
Battery at 1930B. ‘ : -

A detachment was left behind to meet the Russian oceupation troops who
were entering the area, On 3 July 1945 Major Richard R, Watson and the
detachment met the Russian troops, tThe details of the change over having
been completed the detachment rejoined the Battalion at Alsbach the follow=
ing day 4 July 1945«

 Upon arrival in Alsbach the battalion was attached to the L422nd Field
Artillery Group. ‘At this position the entire Battalion was quartered.in
tents, '

In order to prepare the Battalion for its mission as & Gategory II unit
high point personnel were transferred to category IV units and an equivalent
number of low point men were transferred to the Battalion, Plans were started
pefore the move from Sondershausen but the first exchange was made on. 4 July
1945, On thiszdate Captain Ralph J. Mouw 01171294, Captain John R, Clark
0414898, Captain Paul H, Hichards O11722h4L, Uaptain John F. McGinty 0391205,
Captain Elmer A, McGraw 01693760 MC, lst Lt Elbin K Polen 0887362, lst Lt
George D. Deppen 01166041, lst Lt Charles. W, Barrett 0887395, lst Lt George
E. Carlson 0887373, lst 1Lt Normen J, Furth 01169969 were assigned to 283rd
Field Artillery Battalion (par 2 80 41, Hq XXI Corps Artillery). Also to
the 283rd Field Artillery Battalion went lst Lt William R Miller 0887374
(par 24, S0 41 Hgq XXI Corps Artillery). With the officers 79 Enlisted Men
were transferred to the 283rd Field Artillery Battalion (par 13 S0 41 Hg
XXI Gorps Artillery), Ceptain Frank S. Cohen 0470782 MG was assigned and
joined the Bettalion k4 July 1945 (par 3 S0 4l Hq XXI Gorps Artillery).
Assigned and joined to this Battalion were 83 Enlisted Men from the 283rd
Field Artillery Battalion (par 1 SO 58 Hg 980th Field Artillery Battalion).
Withih the Battalion on this day lst Lt Monroe J, Ellingson Q01175423 was
relieved .of assignment with "B" Battery and assigned to "C" Battery. Major
George A, Aubrey 023110 joined.and assumed command of 980th Field Artillery
Battalion at OOOLB hours 4 July 1945 (par 22, SO L1, Hg XXI Corps Artillery
dated 30 June 1945)

On 5 July 1945 WOJG Elwin M, Jackson W2122931 departed for the 283rd
Field Artillery Battalion (par 35, SO 41, Hg XTI Corps Artillery)., lhe
same day the following officers joined the Battalion and were assigned
as indicated (par 2 SO 58 Hg 980th Field Artillery dattalion). Captain
John U. O'Quin 01179562 "B B,ttery, Captain #ichael F, sullivan 01168486
ngw Battery, lst Lt George. 5. Ltundgren 01178550 Headguarters Battery,
1st Lt Phillip L. Lull 01168344 Battalion Headguarters, lst Lt Herman N,
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History, 980th Fiewss Artillery Battalion, Page 6§ Usatinued

Grafe 01178165 A" Battery, lst Lt Fred B, Whitt 01176851 "A" Battery,
lst Lt Gidrence.D, Croft Jr, 01178112 A" Battery, lst Lt Roy A. Granger
0469900 "GH- Battery, 2nd Lt Donald F, Silvertooth 01182711 "B Battery,
B0 William 1. McCloskey W2110358 Battalion Headquarters; (par 1 S0 60
Hq 980th Field Artillery Battalifin) lst Lt Robert U, Campbell Jr.
OL175665 Battalion Headquarters, . , v

Gaptein Ulifford 8, VgnValkenburgh 01168502 joined the Battalion
6 July 1945 (par 2 SO 58 Hq 980th Field Artillery Battalion) end was
agsigned to Service Battery..

On 8 July 1945 98 Enlisted Men left for 7th Armored Division (par 6
80 40 Hq XXI Corps Artillery) and 64 Bnlisted Hen jolned the Battalion -
from the Tth Armored Division.

At 0930B hours 12 July 1945 the Inspector Ueneral VI Uorps arrived
‘to make an inspechion of the Battalion., 'The inspection was completed by
1630B, During the aftermoon the Battalion goftball team defeated the
3,8th Engineers to win the 422nd Field Artillery Uroup chempionship., &
great deal of the success of the team was due to its pitcher, Pfc James
Everidge, Headquarters Battery,

Bsttslion received writhen order on 13 July 1945 fwom Headquarters,
7th United Statés Army dated 8 July 1945 attaching Battalion to VI Yorps
effective of 24008 July 1945. In the afternoon the Bdttalion soft ball
team defeated 9915t Field Artillery Battalion in one of the play -off Zames
for the VI Gorps Soft Ball Championship.

‘MenwﬁdmwmeBﬁiﬁimAMMWMM*mngiwyUmmm&wslﬁtUwi
area at 1005B hours to recomoiter new area. Reconnaissance parvies re-
‘turned at 1240B, In the afternoon the Battalion won the VI Corps soft
‘ball championship by defeating the 13th Field Artillery Observation Bat=
talion 4=0. . . _

On 16 July 1945 Battalion closed station 0830B in preparstion for
move to new area. At 0900B WAl Battery crossed the IP followed by wBEt
Battery at ‘0930B and WCY Babttery at 10008, Battalioen closed in new.area
after & 10 mile march, at Ober Ramstadt (Nord de Guerre WM723376) at
1130B. Communications were astablished with the 422nd Field Artillery
Group at 10003,

. Before dawn 21 July 1945 at 0330 hours the Bgltalion started on its

| part of the famous Tallyho exercise of the 7th United States Army to

apprehend German and other civilians with improper identification and make
o check on black market activities. During the operation the Battallion
checked approximately 7200 civilians and (terman military personnel,

‘'he training schedulebwas set into motion to fit the Battalion for
its role of Category II unit at 08308 on 25 July 1945.

The Battalibn Uomménder on 28 July 1945 began a battalion inspectiom
st 10008 hours and completed it at 12008 hours.

\“a- 6!‘. &
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History, 980th Field Artillery Battalion Page 65 Gontinued,

{he Battalion was stationed at Ober Hamstadt (Nord de Guerre WM
723376) on 1 August 1945 with a primary mission of training personnel
for their mission as a category Il unit.

The first day of the month Captain Arthur J. Head, O~411883, was
transferred to Headguarters, L6th Pileld Artillery Group (S0 #65, Hg 980th
FA Bn dated 1 Aug 1945) and Capt. Nathaniel P, Hanna, 0=l 66721, CAC, was
assigned to and joined the Battalion (SO #47 Hq L6th FA Group dated 1 Aug
1945)s & physical inspection of all personnel was completed.

During the month the Battalion was continually in the throws of
readjustment with trensfers in and out of the organization (Ltr, Hq Seventh
U.5, Army dated 28 July 1945, Subject: "Personnel Readjustment")., On
2 August 1945 nine enlisted men from 55lst Field Artillery Battalion were
assigned and joined (Par 1, 50 #66, Hq 980th FA Bn).

Eightywone'enlisted men joined the Battalion from the 793rd field
Artillery Battalion on 4 August 1945 (Par 1, S0 #68, Ho 980th FA Bn). ‘The
Battalion transferred 5 enlisted men to the 793rd Field Artillery Battalion
(Par 1, SO #67, Hq 980th FA Bn) and 3 enlisted men to 3rd Infantry Division
Artillery (Par 2, SO #67, Hq 980th FA Bn) the same day. o ,

On 9 August 1945 taptain Donald A. Wood, 01170256, was transferred to
Headquarters, 46th Field Artillery Group (Par 1, SO #70, Hgq 980th FA Hn,
dated 9 August 1945) and Captain Warren D. Sower, 0425487, joined the
Battalion (Par2, SO #70, Hq 980th FA Bn, dated 9 August 1945).

Effective 15 August 1945 Battalion was relieved from attachment to
XXI Corps and attached to XLTIT Gorps.

& group of 41 enlisted men were transferred to the 69th Jnfantpy Division
Artillery on 21 August 1945 (Par 2, SO #72, Hq 980th FA Bn, Dated 20 August
1945) along with Major Robert W. Clirehugh, -O-414897, lst Lt Robert C.
Campbell, 01175065, 2nd Lt Richard Hiserman, 02008788 and 2nd It La Verne M
triggs, 02008647 (Par 1, SO #72, Hq 980th FA Bn, dated 20 August 1945)%

Within the battalion lst Lt Clarence D. Croft, 01178112, was relieved from
assignment to "AW Battery and transferred to Service Battery (Par 1, SO #74,
Hg 980th FA Bn)e ‘

on 23 August 1945 lst It Philip L. Lull, 0-1168344, devarted for the

802nd Field Artillery Battalion (Par 3, SO #Th, Hq“980th FA Bn, dated 21
August 1945)a ‘
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#istory 980ﬁh FiéTﬂ‘Artillery Battalion Page 66 Comtinued,

Ma jor Richard R, ‘atson, 0=, 11,992, and Ggpt;ig Thoma§ H, Zvans gr.,
0wl L,2002, were assigned to the 7Oth‘Infantry'D1v151onJArtlllepy on 2 .
August 1945 (Par 2, SO #75, Hq §80th FA Bn, dated 24 Aug 1942) along with
78 enlisted men from the Battalion (Par 3, SO #75, Hq 980th FA Bn, dated

2L hug 1945).

Battalion was placed in category IV on 27 dugust 1945 (Station List
#2, Hq XXIIT Corps Arty dated 27 Aug 19L5). ~

0 August 1945 Major George A, Aubrey, O=23110, was agsigned to
Headqggrgeré,g79th Field irtillery Group effective 29 August 1945 (?ariz,
80 #69, Hq 422nd FA Gp), Captain Warren D, Sower, 0425487 (Par 7, bOﬂﬁ 9,
Hg 422nd FA Gp) and 2nd Lt Donald F. Jilvertboth, Of%l?Z?ll,'(Pgr 5, §O
#69, Hq h22nd FA Gp) were assigned to 3rd Infantry DlVlglon Artillery
effective 29 August 1945, Within the Battalion lst Lt George A.1Lundgren,d
0-1178550, assumed command of Headquarters Battery as of 26 Quﬁust l@hg an
1st Lt Herman N, Grafe, 0=1178165, assumed command of Battery "AY as of 29

August 1945, , :

On 1 September 1945 the Battalion was stationed in Ober Kamstadt (Nord
de Guerre WM 723376) preparing itself for eventual shipment to the United .
States. Captain Clifford S. Van Valkenburgh Jr., 0~1168502, assumed command
- of the Battalion (Par 1, GO #l4, Hq 980th FA Bn dated 29 Aug 1945). Lst Lt
.Clarence D, Croft , O=~1178112, assume®d command of Service Battery as of 29
August 1945,

the Battalion S-4 turned in the 155mm guns on 2 September 1945,

On 3 September 1945 the personnel records of the Battalion ware
checked by the personnel section of the 690th Field Artillery Battalion,

dbout 0500 on 10 September 1945 a small fire broke out in the "C" Battery
area, As the entire Battalion was quartered in the same building the.
ensuing confusion woke most of the men, The fire was quickly brought under
control by the local German fire Department and volunteers from the battery,
Lthree men from "C" Battery were slightly injured. " During the day the
Battalion was alerted for movement to the Assembly Arvea,

Bighty=elght enlisted men were transfered to the 2nd Armored Division
Artillery (par L, SO #79, Hg 980th FA Bn) and 17 enlisted men to the 27th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion (par 3, SO #79, Hqg 980th FA Bn) on 11
September 1945. ‘The same day 127 enlisted men were assigned and. joined to
the Battalion from 27th Armorsd Field Artillery Battalion (par 1, SO #80,
Hg 980th FA Bn dated 11 Sept 1945). ‘the following officers were assigned
and joined to the battalion (par 1, S0 #111, Hg 291lst FA Obsn Bn): Capt.
William L. Boosa, 0~305695, Uapt. Joe M, Proffer, 0=37685L, lst Lt Orville
L. Williams, 0=1175007, lst Lt Leslie K, Carrara, 0=1175397, 1lst. Lt Alfred
LUrew III, 0=~34,0198, 2nd Lt Peter De Witt, 0=1180166.
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On 12 September 1945 the following officers departed for 1lst Armored
Uivision Artillery (par 2, SO #79, Hg 980th FA Bn dated 10 Sept 1945):
Gapt., Johm C. 0'Quinn, 0-~1179562, Gapt. Hichael ¥, Sullivan, 0-1168486,
Uapt. Frank S, Cohen, 0-L70732, MG, 1st Lt Herman N, Grafe, 0-1178165,
1st It feed B, Whitt, 0-1176851, lst Lt Thomas J. Wilson, O-449082, lst It
George A. Long dr., 0-237373, lst Lt George A. Lundgren, 0-11785501, lst Lt Kloyd
0. Pruett, 0~1130668, lst Lt ldward J. Dmytryk, 0=460970, lst Lt Hoy A. Uranger,
0469900, Captains William L. Boosa, 0=305695, assumed command of the
Battalion (par 1, GO #15, Hq 980th FA Bn, dated 12 Sept 1945)s The following of-
ficers were assigned to the batteries indicated (par 1, SO #8l, Hq 980th FA Bn):
Capt Joe M. Proffer, Battalion kxecutive; lst Lt Orville L. Williams, Battery
Commender, Battery MAM; lst 14 Leslie K. Carrara, Battery "A"; 1st Lt Alfred
Crew ITI, Battery Commander, Battery "B'; 2nd Lt Pester De Witt, Battalion Motor
Officer. 1st Lt Gustave P Morgan assumed command of Headquarters Battery and
1st Lt Monroe dJ, Ellingson sssumed command of "C" Battery. The same day 72
enlisted men were transferred to and joined the battalionifrom the 78th Infantry
Division (par 3, SO #8l, Hq 980th FA Bn), ,
the following day Capt ClLifford S. Van Valkenburgh Jr., 0~1168502, was
assigned to lst Armored Division Artillery (par 1, SO #76, Hq h22nd FA Gp,
dated 12 Sept 1945)s Three enlisted men departed for the j22nd Field Artillery
Group (par 2, SO #77, Hq 422nd FA Gp) and 3 enlisted men joined the Battalion
from the 422nd Field Artillery Group (par 1, SO #82, Hq 980th Fa Bn). A1l the
men of the Battalion were advised that they were under movement orders
involving service within the preview of Article of War 28.

The Battalion left Ober Ramstadt at 0500, 15 September 1945 (ltr 370 5=
0-478, Hg Seventh U.S. Army Sugj: "Movembnt Orders - Hedeployment" dated 8
September 1945) on its march to the Assembly Area. The day was overcast and
rainy. A&t 1400 hours the (erman-French border was crossed in the vicinity of
Saarbrucken. ‘lhe entire Rattalion pulled into the Metz Bivouac area at 1800
hours., Upon leaving Ober Ramstadt the Battalion was relieved from the L22nd
Field Artillery Group and pas@ed into the Control of the Assembly Areas

A reddiness date of 25 September 1945 for departure fromvthe Assembly Area
Command, was glven in the letter of instruction, Final destination was to be

Camp San Antonio.

During the night 15-16 September hhe clocks were set back one hour. Verbal
orders were received that the Battalion would report to Cemp Bhicage instead of

Cemp San Antonio.

At 0805 on 16 September 1945 Battalion left the Metz Bivouac Area and
arrived Camp Chlcago (0167160) 1700 hours.

the following day the Battalion began to change the German Marks and
other monies in the possession of the officers and men to French francs.
Work was started to prepare a1l records and supplies to enable the Battallon
to proceed on its way to the FPort.
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History 980th Field Artillery Battalion Page 68 Gontinued
On 18 Sept 2nd 1t Peter De Witt was transferred to oW Battery (par
1, SO #83, Hg 980th Fa Bn). DBattalion persommel were given & physical

examination,

The following day the persomel records of the Battelion were checked
and found to be in good condibtion.

The Inspector General inspected the Battalion Personnel roster-for
points and age on the 21 September 19L5.

On the 25 September 19L5 the mattalion was ready for shipment but no
call was received from the Port Authorities.

‘he Battalion personnel received influenza immunizetion on 29 September

1945,
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