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HISTORIC.L B.CRGROUND i TikI.L lhith FIZLD RTIIIERY GROUP

Hi DL ULRTERS SEVENTH sRaY ,rﬁh

The luhth Field srtillery Group, commanded by Colonel Clifford Be Gole of
Pagifiec Grove, California, has its origin in thc lhhth Ficld artillery Regiment,
known as the Californie Grizzlics in world «er I. The last fully volunteer
regiment in the United States ~rmy the Grizzlics werc mustered in at the old
Tanforan race track and begen their training at Canp Keamy. sfter service on
the Liexican border the regiment moved to France where they went into action
ncar lietz and moved on to the Rhinc with the amy of Occupation. Over 1,000
officers werc graduated out of the rogiment &nd when 1t was mustered out of
service at the Presidio of San Franeisco formcr members organizad the 1L4th
Field srtillery -~ssociation. The latter organization is still active and
numbers among its members Frank Jordan, Sccrctary of State of Galifomias
_Fletcher Bowron, Mayor of Los sangeles, and many other notebles.

ihen the War Department accorded to the l4hth Ficld artillery Regimen*®
(155mm Gun) of the Califomisa National Guard thc colors end honors of the
ier I organization the Grizzlics were again a part of the amy of the Unl.
States. 4n outgrowth of Battery E, 143rd Ficld artillery, which was organizcd
about 1932 at Santa Barbara, California, thc 1lh4th Regiment was activated in
august 1940 with Headquarters at Santa Barbara and subordinatc units at Santa
lieria, Ventura, Oxnard, Santa ilonica, Riverside and Bakcrsfield. The 1l44th
was indwted into Fedaral Scrviece on Fcbruary 3, 1941 and moved to Fort Leéwis,
washington for training.

With the outbreak of hostilities on December 7, 1941, the First Battalion
of the regiment was placed on coast defense in the Gray's Herbor Sector of
Washington, and the Sccond Battalion was rushcd to defend vital points along
the coast of Southern California. Thc rcgiment rcmeined split in this manner
mtil October of 1942 when the Sceond Battalion was rclicved of coast defanse
duty in California and joincd the regimental hcadgquarters and the First Bat-
talion, also relicved of cozst defensc duty, at the Ficld artillery Firing
Center at Yekima, weshington, s

On February 17, 1943 the regiment was rcorganized as the liAith Ficld
artillery Group with its two battalions bccoming the 980th Ficld artillery
Battalion and the 981st Fiecld .rtillcry Battalion attachcd to the Group. On
april 16, 1943 the Group hcadguarters and its two attached battalions along
with othcr units of the 76th Ficld .rtillery Brigade moved to thc California-
arizona mancuver arca. «ftcr an intensive training period of four months on
the desert the group and its battalions moved to Fort Lconard wWood, kissouri,
where it was stationcd and traincd for sbout threc months.

On Novcmber 20, 1943 thc group moved to a staging arca in prcparation
for ovcrscas movement, and sailcd from thc Port of Boston for the United King-
dora on Deceomber 29, 1943, arriving in Liverpool, ingland in Jenuery. Lcaving
the 980th and 981st Field artillcry Besttalions in England the Group Headquei-—
tors moved to North Ircland on Jenuary 11, 1944 aftcr four months of train-
ing among thc pcat bogs and et the firing rangc of the Sperrin lountains in
North Ircland, thc 1lh4th moved to Wigpool Common, ncar Ross-on-iyc, Ingland.
Scveral trips werc made to the Sennybridge Firing Rangc in Walcs and on July
16, 1945 thc group lendcd on the coast of Normendy, Francc.

Upon its arrival in thc Unitcd Kingdom, thc lh4th was assigncd to XV
Corps and boesuse of its long cxpericnee with heavy artillory bccame the long-
range groyp of the XV Corps sartillery. It landed in Francc as part of the XV
Corps and the Third army at Uteh Becach on July 16, 1945. The Group with the
208th, 731st, and 989th Ficld ~rtillery Battalions, and thc 999th Ficld srtil-
lery Battalion as attachcd battalions went into @ bivouac with other corps
artillery units in the vieinity of Sortosville, Francc.

The Corps beceamc operational on July 29th, &nd on sugust hth, the Group
with the 208th, 989th, and 999th Ficld artillery Battalions attached moved out
the Coutenccs — avranchcs break—through with the XV Corps and the Third armye.
The 270th Ficld artillcry Bettalion was attached on august 5, 1944, The
corps artillery marchcd with the 79th Division on the cntirc "cnd run" through
Fougcrcs, Laval, Lo liens, and thence north to closc the so-called "Falaise Gap."
The 999th Ficld artillery Battalion was detached from the group on sugust 9,
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The first fircs sgainst thc enemy werc placcd in the Foret de Perscigne on
august 12, 1944. Up until this time thc fires of thc hcavy artillery had not
bcen necdede The 989th Ficld artillery Battalion was dctached on august 13,
1944 and the 208th Ficld artillery Battalion on sugust 17, 194k,

On wugust 15, 194) the group with the 270th Ficld artillcry Battalion at—
tached, egain following the 79th Division, pulled out of thc "Falaisc Gap Sce-
tor"! and on august 19, 1944 rcached the area in the vicinity of Mantcs-Gassi—
court end possitions wcre occupicd to herass the enemy crossings of the Seine,
- end interrupt traffic on the other sides The 208th Ficld artillery Battalion
was again attached on august 24, 194k ‘

Commencing ~ugust 27, 1944 the XV Corps was relicved by XIX Corps, and
corps troops moved to a bivouac arca to the south. On Septembor 1 the 270th
Ficld artillery was detached from the group and on Scptember 8th, the group
hcadquartcrs end the 208th Field artillery Battalion moved south and east of
Papic o Buiamno lo.Chatean ond thones 1o Feoeoonhopoathe 2600k REEda copt i 1o
lory Battelion was attached to group. From there the group and its battalions
moved to positions ncar Diarville to support the Moselle River bridgehead o%
Charmes.

On Septcmber 19 the group moved to positions to support the atteck of
Luneville and latcr the Forct de Parroy.

The group has had under its control a total of over twenty battalions and
has operated under assignment to the First, Third and Seventh armics. It has
been attached to the XV Corps srtillery most of the time sincc arriving in the
Europcen Theater, except for a short period of assignment to XXI Corps artil-

lery in January, 1945.

The Group participated in the ZV Corps drive which liberatcd Strasbourg
in lovember 19L4L. Following that drive it took up positions ncar Enchenberg
where its battalions playcd a prominent part in the reduction of the forts
surromding Bitchc. Wwhaen thc XV Corps wes moved westerly following the Gorman
counter—attack of Deeember the 144th Group moved to Puttclange. In March
1945 the group left Lewviller and shortly thercafien wae manching with-the
rost of the XV Corpu artillery in thc drive thrOuDh Saarbreucken to the
Rhlnc. 5 )
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WwiTH THE YALth FIELD ~RTILLERY GROUF OF TH: SEVENTH aR.Y, GERLANY: "We do not
Inow whon this mecting will takc place but we feel confident that the Californies
Grizzly and the Russien Bear will mocet soon somewherc in Gemmany." This was

the sentiment expressed by morc then one member of Headauartcrs Battery, 1L4th
Field srtillery Group, a former California Netional Guard organlzatlon, as

they crossed the Rhine rceently.

& recomnaissance perty led by the Group Commander Colonel Clifford B.
Cole, 53, of Pacifie Grove, Califormia, and including thc Cormending Officer
of Headquarters Battery, Captain lierlin ii, sanderson, 28, of lidland, Hichigan,
had reeeived a little "88" firc and somc airplanc strafing while waiting to
cross ebout an hour earlier but thc mein convoy made the erossing without
encmy intefference. ThHe hcavy pontoon bridgc and probably half a mile or so of
the river was well sercencd by artificisl fog from smokc generators on the neer
shore so that thc Grizzlies could see very llttlc of thc river. They didn't
need to sce much, howovcr, to fecl that this was 2 momentous occasion for each
one of them and one vehicle displayed, fluttcring from its radio anteana, the
flag of the Ca=lifornia Republie, the so-callcd "Bear Flags"

Twenty-scven years 2go the Bear Flag was carried to the Rhine by the Cali-
fornia Grizzlies of World War I but this time it is going forther, much farthor,
4s they push into the heart of Germany the vehicles of Headgquertcrs Battery
bear the insignia of the orgenization, a golden bear on a background of artil-
lery red, whilc the flag which was flown daring the Rhine crossing is held
"in reserve" to be flown zgain in Berlin.
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XV CORPS ARTILAERY
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