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s 40th Infantry Division (Mechanized)

Division Structure

The mission of mechanized divisions is to close with and
destroy the enemy by firepower, mobility, and shock effect.
Armor and mechanized units and teams move, attack, and
defend to defeat the enemy in close combat. Armored and
mechanized forces fight as a combined arms team. Their
mobility, armor protection, and lethal long-range, direct

firepower contribute to the shock action required to defeat
threat forces. These characteristics also enable mechanized,
and cavalry forces to apply their combat power through the
depth of the battlefield, to disperse forces over wide areas,
and to concentrate combat power at the decisive place and
time to win.
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% 40th Infantry Division (Mechanized)

Division Engineer Brigade
40th Infantry Division (Mechanized)

Colonel Gregory C. Peck, Brigade Commander

The engineer battalion's mission is to increase the combat effectiveness of the division
by accomplishing mobility, countermobility, and survivability tasks and to perform in-
fantry combat missions when required. The engineer battalion: prepares and maintains
essential combat routes in the forward battle area to include access and egress to block-
ing positions and river-crossing sites and expedient repair of essential bridges, fords,
and culverts; provides, maintains, and emplaces shortgap assault bridges for the divi-

Photo Not Available sion; assists in the assault of fortified positions; assists maneuver units in the assault
breach of obstacles; performs obstacle reduction as part of breaching operations; con-
ducts engineer reconnaissance and provides military geographic information; provides
field engineering advice to all divisional elements and assistance and equipment support
to maneuver units in preparation of selected strong points and battle positions for
weapon systems; emplaces and assists in the emplacement of mines; creates other ob-
stacles to degrade enemy mobility including berms, ditches, abatis, and wire entangle-
ments; prepares targets for demolition, such as destruction of bridges and cratering of
roads, railroads, and airfield runways; spans a wet gap of up to 144 meters or provides

Colonel Gregory C. Peck four class-60 rafts; provides construction works, including construction of landing
strips; and repairs and maintains airlanding facilities.

40th Engineer Brigade, Santa Barbara

Headquarters and Headquarters Company Company B Manhattan Beach

132d Engineer Battalion, Sacramento Company C Brawley

Company A Redding Support Platoon Manhattan Beach

Company B Mt Shasta

Detachment 1 Co B Yreka Headquarters and Headquarters Company

Company C Oroville 579th Engineer Battalion, Santa Rosa

Detachment 1 Co C Susanville Detachment 1 HHC, Santa Rosa

Support Platoon Sacramento Company A Chico
Company B Eureka

Headquarters and Headquarters Company Company C Lakeport

578th Engineer Battalion, Manhattan Beach Company D Petaluma

Company A San Diego Detachment 1 Co D Camp Roberts
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A Short History of the National Guard of the United States

Whenever a strong arm and valiant spirit must defend the
Nation, in peace or war, whenever a child cries, or a
woman weeps in time of disaster, there I stand... I am the
Guard.

--from I am the Guard
(author unknown)

Since the earliest colonial days,
military forces from local commu-
nities have been instrumental in
winning and defending American
Independence. The origins of the
modern-day National Guard are
found in the detachments of able-
bodied young men who manned
the defensive perimeters of the
early colonies. The National
Guard is actually older than the US
Army.

What is now known as the Na-
tional Guard was initially the Or-
ganized Militia. The term “Na-
tional Guard” was first associated
with the militia in 1824 when the
2nd Battalion, 11th New York Ar-
tillery (later the famous 7th Regi-
ment), was selected to serve as
guard of honor for the visiting
Marquis de la Fayette. The New
Yorkers renamed their outfit the
“National Guard” in deference to
his “Garde Nationale” which he
had organized in 1789 to defend
Paris during the French Revolu-
tion.

The National Guard called up
159,000 men in 1916 for duty
along the Mexican Border and in

World War I it furnished 17 divisions for the American Ex-
peditionary Forces. In August 1940, President Roosevelt
called on the Guard. Some 300,000 men saw service in all
theaters. During the period 1950-1953 in what was called a
“partial mobilization” for the Korean War, 183,000 men
from the Guard answered the call. In all of these wars, the
Guard was able to double the strength of the Regular Army
in one stroke.

In 1961, the call went out again.
This time it was the Berlin Crisis.
Nearly 450 Army Guard units of
company and battalion size, a sepa-
rate regiment, and two divisions
totaling 44,000 Guardsmen quickly
answered.

National Guard organizations
have also served in support of the
Vietnam Conflict; Operation Just
Cause, the United States’ invasion
of Panama which led to the ouster
of Manuel Noriega; and Operation
Desert Shield/Desert Storm, the war
for the liberation of Kuwait.

The National Guard has also al-
ways served the emergency needs
of the states in which they serve.
Thousands of National Guard
members are “called-up” for duty
every year for state emergencies,
such as floods, forest fires, torna-
does, snow emergencies, earth-
quakes, civil disturbances, and pub-
lic service walk-outs.

For three centuries a soldier in
war, a civilian in peace -- of secu-
rity and honor, I am the custodian,
now and forever.... I am the Guard.

Early History of the National Guard in California

(from the book, Historical and Pictorial Review, 40th Infantry Division, Army of the United States, 1941, author unknown)

In recording the history of the 40th Division, United
States Army, one must reckon back to the stirring “Days of
‘49” -- “Gold Rush Days.” Many of the present-day units of
the 40th Division can trace their beginnings to independent
bands of citizen-soldiers -- “Militia Men,” whose exploits

22

and deeds of valor figure so prominently in the “Winning of
the West.”

In the “Days of ‘49,” boundaries of states were very elas-
tic, and little heed was given to border-lines. Early-day
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When American troops barred the way to the enemy at
Chateau-Thierry, men of the 40th Division were there.

Seventh California, served as Company Commanders of the
Lost Battalion. Both were wounded in action, Captain
Holderman suffering severe wounds on four successive
days, October 4, 5, 6, and 7, 1918.

With the 26th (“YANKEE”) Division, replacements from

the 40th Division stood in the
trenches in the Toul Sector;
fought in Foch’s epic battle of
mid-July; stormed the Bois des
Eparges at the Battle of St. Mi-
hiel; raced down the Grande
Tranchee de Galonns on the fa-
mous night march that brought
junction between the two Ameri-
can armies in attack, and cut off
thousands of German prisoners,
and fought to the last in the op-
erations of the 26th Division,
North of Verdun, which ended
with the Armistice, November
11.

Our machine-gunners gained
the highest commendation of
their commanders in the 32nd
(“RED-ARROW?™) Division,
composed originally of the Na-
tional Guard of Michigan and
Wisconsin; they fought with this
Division in its brilliance and glo-
rious storming of the Krienhilde-
Stellung line, the last organized

Medal of Honor
World War 1
Nelson M. Holderman

Rank and organization: Captain, U.S. Army, 307th
Infantry, 77th Division.

Place and date: Northeast of Binarville, in the forest
of Argonne, France, 2-8 October 1918.

Entered service at: Santa Ana, Calif.

Place of Birth: Trumbell, Nebr.

G.O. No.: 11,W.D, 1921.

Citation: Capt. Holderman commanded a company
of a battalion which was cut off and surrounded by
the enemy. He was wounded on 4, 5, and 7 October,
but throughout the entire period, suffering great pain
and subjected to fire of every character, he continued
personally to lead and encourage the officers and
men under his command with unflinching courage
and with distinguished success. On 6 October, in a
wounded condition, he rushed through enemy ma-
chinegun and shell fire and carried two wounded men
to a place of safety.

Although he received his Medal of Honor for valor
while a member of the 77th Division, he was a re-
placement officer sent from the 40th Infantry Divi-
sion, as noted in the text of the story, and we honor
his bravery and intrepidity.

For “Conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the
call of duty,” Captain Holderman
was awarded the Congressional
MEDAL OF HONOR. He was
also awarded the PURPLE
HEART MEDAL, and received
decorations for valor from France
and Belgium.

Captain Stromee was awarded
the SILVER STAR CITATION
for wvalor, and the PURPLE
HEART MEDAL.

Both Captains Holderman and
Stromee were awarded the Cali-
fornia State Medal for valor and
distinguished service while serv-
ing with the California National
Guard.

Another “SUNSHINER,” Cap-
tain Arthur King, of Company C,
old Seventh California, was
awarded the DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE CROSS, while serving

line of the enemy defense, south
of the Meuse.

with the First Division, A.E.F.

Four thousand of our beloved “SUNSHINERS” went to
fill up the ranks of the 77th (“METROPOLITAN”) Divi-
sion, form New York, and drove forward with the 77th Di-
vision in its remarkable advance through the Argonne For-
est, to the left bank of the Meuse, southeast of Sedan. The
officers of this Division testified in glowing terms to the
splendid deportment of these men from the West.

One thousand “SUNSHINE” replacements went to the
81st (“WILDCAT”) Division; 2,000 replacements went to
the 28th (“KEYSTONE”) Division from Pennsylvania;
2,000 each to the 80th (“BLUE RIDGE”) Division, and the
82nd (“ALL-AMERICAN”) and the 89th (“MIDDLE
WEST”) Divisions.

In all --- the “SUNSHINE” Division sent more than
27,000 replacements to the Combat Divisions of the A.E.F.

Our officers and soldiers were with the famed “Lost Bat-
talion” of the 77th Division in the Argonne. Captain Nelson
M. Holderman, of Company L, of the old Seventh Califor-
nia, and Captain Leo A. Stromee, of Company K, of the old
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Many other “SUNSHINERS” service with honor and dis-
tinction, with the Combat Divisions of the AEF. Many
paid the supreme sacrifice in service to their country on the
field of battle.

We of the 40th Division saw Division after Division leap
forward to the battle, advance gloriously against stout resis-
tance and enormous obstacles, and retire form the line with
great gaps in their ranks. The battle must go on. The enemy
must not be given a moment. Two hundred replacements
here -- three thousand replacements there --- in groups of
hundreds and thousands -- they were thrown into these gaps
-~ these men of out “SUNSHINE” Division. Well trained,
as we knew them to be, and inspired by an especially high
morale that characterized our Division, these “SUNSHINE”
replacements brought confidence and encouragement with
them, wherever they were sent. Their graves are on every
battlefield that bears witness to the valor of the American

Army in Europe. As they carried away from us our abiding '

and affectionate interest, we knew that they bore with the an
abiding faith and affectionate loyalty to the organization that
trained them and sent them forth to battle.



















































