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which had so precarious an ex-
istence for

ome years after the
s to eclipse all other
organizations in pro-

gressiveness and efficiency. Not
’ only has the N, G. C. demon-
strated its practical knowledge of the
war game in actual campaign tests,
sometimes against picked regiments of

the regular Army, but it has out-

stripped all other military organiza- 7 ¢ -

tions in the country in the latest AND \,JSEELESS TELEPHOH
branches of electrical and aviatory -

science.

The National Guard of San Francisco
has the first aeronautic detachment in
America, consisting of traired military

n who are also aviators and sle
triclans. While the regular Army offi-
cers are taking lessons in flying from
Curtlss, the Wright brothers and other
birdmen, the members of this latest and
most progressive militia organization
are scooting about San Francisco and
contiguous counties in their aeroplanes,
making wireless telephone tests and
demonstrations which astonish sclen-
tists and developing new systems of
wireless communication with moveable
aerfals, such as kites, etc.

This aeronautic detachment is a body
ot skilled men, including a nuntber of
noted aviators such as Bugene Ely,
who was one of the first to enlist and
who is now in active service on the
Mexican border. The squad is now
known as the aeronautical detachment
of the coast artillery corps, but
effort is being made to have the State
create a special signal company and
assign it to aeronautic duty. This
would assure the young aviators and
electrical experimenters a regular fund
from the State military appropriation
and enable them to carry on their work
to much better advantage.

At present the aviation squad s
supported largely by private donations,
for the small portion of thescoast ar-
tillery fund allowed the former branch
s not enough even to purchase the
necessary equipment. As it fs, the
detachment possesses two flying ma-
chines and the latest wrinkles in wire-
less apparatus, all of which is very
expensive.

To a young man named John Me-
Henry Jr. belongs the principal credit
of organizing the aeronsutic detach-
ment. McHenry is a nephew of the
late  Willlam  Kei California’s
famous landscape painter, and bears
the same relationship to Captain Pond
of the Unitad States cruiser Pepnsyl-
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tion and workings of an airship. In

drill work it will be taken apart and

.
vania. He is an aviation and wireless " ut together, and irs modus operandi .
A additional “rolling stock,” including P! & nan P
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and for mnlt.a uses. Of the two automoblles, one will
o ith the searchlight communica- s i i
e e hellogragn - There ang| STV SLBuIunie wipleen flte 1ud

other signaling apparatus, while the
other will be utilized as a moving re-
palr shop, equipped with all needful
machinery ‘and placed in charge of ex-

¢ of these men at present, expert
electricians, telegraph and telephone
operators and linemen.

mento he discovéred that little in iHid
way of finanélal ald might be ex-
pected, and a bill drawn for the pur-

| aerial

pose of creating z special| branch of
the militia devoted to aviation znd
wireless signaling was too late to re-
ceive consideration at the hands of
the recent Legislature.
SECURES PRIVATE AID.

Nothing daunted, however, McHenry

Of the thirty-two men in the aero-
nautic detachment three are profes-
sional aviato: They are Iugene B.
Ely of {nternational fame; George H.
Loose, who made some fine demon-
strations at the recent Tanforan tour-
nament, and J. C.' Handy, a well-
known birdman. They compose what

pert mechanics.

Aviator Georg

It is confidently expected that the
military aeroplanes just completed. in
the Oakland shop will make aeronaut-
ical history under the
H. Loose.
chine is of the Curtiss type except.that
it is what aviators term “headless,” the

St

operation of
This ma-

secured the indorsement of Colonel |is known as the flying detail, and some %

George Schastey, head of the coast|8reat work is expected of them. Of ?iih‘:“"n"i‘l“si ld“!fttyxzsr;raorn:nsfgag i

artillery corps, and of the militia|cOUrse, Ely will not be able to be here | . Tt IS0 GRers £rom the Gurts

chiefs, and he enlisted the finan-|much of the time, but he will prove a|gfq  n¢ M IECEE ¢ Farman landing ¥
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its progressive character made a|being on.the ground, will carry on P e i g

strong appeal, and the ever-lingering
war bogey helped a little as well; so
it was not long before McHenry found
himself the commander of the first
aeronautic branch of the militia in the
United States and the possessor of

most of the aviatory experiments, and
some remarkable records arc expected
when active operations begin.

After the flying detail come the eight
skilled mechanicians, who will have
plenty of work cut out for them in con-

several thousand dollars to Dbe used |Structing and repairing the apparatus
in running the detachment and pur-|of various sorts. A complete shop is
chasing instruments. Aeronaut Ely,|maintained in Oakland, at Eighth and

who met McHenry aboard the cruiser
Pennsylvania, became an ardent sup-
porter of the ambitious scheme. He
not only enlisted in the detachment
forthwith, but donated $1000 as a sort
of nest egg.

Being thus propitiously launched,
the aeronautic branch of the coast ar-
tillery corps thrived and prospered to
an amazing degree. A portion of the
Fontana home at 825 Francisco street
was set aside for a wireless laboratory

Center streets, where machines may be
built, assembled or put in condition by
the mechanical force.

R. G. Fontana is chief of the wireless
operators. Though quitc a young man,
he is an. expert and a daring experi-
menter along new lines. His three as-
sistants are also skilled men.

OTHER DIVISIONS,

There are, as well, two photograph-
ers and two topographers. The former

bearings.

The weight of the complete
power plant, including the propeller,
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R Ty al was erected near|l0ons and aeroplanes and the latter mands is effective not only because oF
by, and almost @aily experiments are|construct maps from these photo- individual me but because of the
made there in the use of the wireless|8raphs. This, while it may not be excellent “team worl’ as well. He | |
telephone. Between the National Guard | among the most romantic features of has established a precedent which
laboratory at: Francisco. ‘and | Hyde|military life, important and other militia corps will probably be 4

streets and a transmitting station at

essential phase of the wor

There are three divisions of the aero-

quick to follow, and not only the regu-

Third and Kearny, in charge of John ¢ lar Army, but the
Dwyer, ordinary conversation is car-|nautical detachment under the present large, will keep interestd eye on
ried on. system. They consist of the aero- the California Neztional

The “flying sauad” will have at least [ plane detail, composed of aviators and who have already proved most cmpmz.’
three aeroplanes at its disposal. One|mechanics; the signal detall, composed fcally that they are not “tin soldiers’”
of these, a Farnum machine, Is now in|of wireless operators, signal men, nor standard bearers of “the milk=
the hangar of J, C. Handy, one of the|electricians and repair men, and the v
enlisted professional birdmen.  An- the aercnautic detachment

other has just been received from San
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and the attention it

received from

Diego, where it was especially con- IN IS5 GOHE Li/RELESS all g r i

L juarters has given decided im- 4
structed at the Curtiss shops. . It i of EFQUIPPED BI/PLANE petus to the National Guard movement
tho type known as Curtiss military in California. Other militia branches
No. 4, and is especially adapted to war have been spurred int a
uses. The third aeroplane, commanded gty etriuthie ant Moot e
by the National Guard of California eq ective and progressive work

detachment, is a forty-two-foot ma-
chine being constructed in ©Oakland,
concerning” which little is being said
at present, as it is huped that a num-
ber of patentable improvements may
be successfully demonstrated by the
inventor.

Besides these flying machines and a
glider which is now in a hangar on
the ocean beach, a two-passenger bal-
Joon will soon be added to the equip-
ment. This is to be utilized as an
for wireless telegraphy, ena-
bling operators therein to receive mes-
sages from practically all over the

along other line.

2 The Four Maries }

“Last nicht the Queen had four Maries,
This nicht she’ll ha' but three;
There was Mary Beaton, an’ Mar:
An’ Mary Carmichael, an’ Me."”

HIS quartet of Ma was chosen
for her as playmates by the Queen

Mother when Mary was quite a

Seton,

world. It will also serve as an observ- ld. The historian' . attributes (the

atory for photographers and officers. choice, as regards the name, to the
o - fact that in the Gospels four Marfes @&

KITES AS AERIALS. are often associated with the ‘mother

Kites as portable aerials have al- of our Lord. But this is a far-fetched

ready been successfully tried. Several ay writer the Weekly

weeks ago Chief Operator Fontana and Most likeiy the Queeil-

foot box kites
aught Honolulu

others flew a trio of s
from Twin Peaks and

very clearly. The Kkites used in this AT THE NeGrC. ARMORY ON VAN NESS AVE, : daughter all bearing the same name
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transported and capable e ot e e b o fositi £ 5 Maries all went with the future Queen
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AT b Ve‘_‘é:x‘» Xpe nautical in the near tu-)juet received from San Diego by [ww h her to Scotland in 1561,
fSauts wire ‘very en ture. The Yontana apparatus is sim-|aeronautical ent is 8180 spe- | ana one of them, Mary Seton, remained
communication was e A clally, 4 s near the tragic close at

all the Pacific
ing Bremerton,

Coast
San Diego,

COL. SCHASTEY /—/,EAD OF~ QOAST ART/ILLERY COkP.S
DIRECTING A WIRELESS TELEF/HONE TES

than six poun.
much
slips

and so constructed

Mother simply conceived the pretty no-
tion of having companions for « her

All were daughters of the

2 g n i
les, anta Barbara and intermedizce = off d
Uf the c h[("ﬂ' off | to take it apart and ri who ’erir\"l‘r the mid-

point | FPONER WIRELESS LABGRATORY a7 gy a ; by the i m purposes : toR. aftar ¢its shuTa
T S :///VGDHHYDE A s iy iom: A 3 all sound byt ¥ th purpos fight to Seton after the murder

zzi0 at Hol mml

LIECT. A rHENRY, SR AT LEFT a wireless rece s two passengers | —— ——
ness. sites have been offered MOST VALU. \H.,r‘ OF METALS.
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Ih the Aptlpodes, @ e his | meen| T2 wireless station outfits, three speed of 8400 feet per min- an aeroplane have proved unsuccess-|right armpit is a | It is likely, moreover, that flights will |the weight is 1.92 grammes. But the
B pomablien Ban ) heen facrapianey; ong billoan, dfour Rifes : = ST In fact only two previous at-|the thumb may be placed, and Within|be made at a number of points on the|value of this tiny parcel of the new
it Rt 9 i waronautle [ datach;  sutomobilenisng tourcmn . One he most remarkable feature of t tempts have been made, and both were | reach of the fingers is a s icoast and inland, so that the varying|metal is in an inverse ratio to its
i R isAlng, putphses 16 oty the aeroplanes will be used almost | machine ble failures. The great obstacle|Opposite it is an automat iland and ocean breezes may be studied |weight by many and many a geo-
fipsia pactanin s e exclusively for practice drills in the ! inability to hear the almost in-|while below the key is a detector, and | in their relation to man-fiying. metrical progression. The value of
¥ o elegraph  plant, and|armory: that it will make few as- al for|audible signals of the wireless code|opposite it again are the condenserand| Lieutenant McHenry has shownhim-|radlum is, we are told, 100,000 francs
also a powerful searchlight for night|censions, but will serve to demonstrate |amid the noise made by Wireless §

23521 signaling. - Besides there will be

to aeronautical recrijts the construs

the aeroplane

meter and thé rush of\he wind.

183

tuning coil. experts

and|self to be a good organizer and aisci-

aeronauts are logking mde to the punarlan for the detachment he ‘com-

&

the gramme, so ‘he whole parcel s

worth 768,006 francs, or, say, £30.720. |



