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NEVADA LIGHT GUARD

Nevada Light Guard, First Division, Fourth Brigade
Reference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 7
Location: Nevada City, Nevada County

Mustered in April 18, 1863
Reorganized March 19, 1880

Commanding Officers
Name Rank Commission
N. W. Knowlton, Captain April 18, 1863 June 12, 1863
(Promoted to Major, Fifth
Infentry Battalion, fourth
Brigade, December 15, 1864.
Promoted to Colonel, Fifth
Infantry Regiment, August
25, 1866.)
Warren E. Pressey, First Lieut. April 18, 1863 June 12, 1863

N. W. Knowlton, Captain
= (Re-elected 1864§ ‘
Jno. A. Lancaster, First Lieut. April 18, 1864 May 16, 1864
(Promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel, Aid-de-Camp,
Governor's Staff,
January 10, 1872.)

Jno. A. Lancaster, Captain April 17, 1865 April 24, 1865
Francis H. Yisher, First Lieut. April 17, 1865 April 24, 1865

Jno. A. Lancaster, Captain
(Re-elected April 5, 1868)
Marcellus S. Deal, First Lieut. April 5, 1866 April 22, 1866

Marcellus S. Deal, Captain Nov. 11, 1871 Dec. 13, 1871
John A, Rapp, First Lieut. Nov. 11, 1871 Dec. 13, 1871
John A. Rapp, Captain Hoy. . 11:.18%8 Jan. 10, 1874
Alexander Gault, First Lieut. Nov. 11, 1873 Jan. 10, 1874

John A, Rapp, Captain
(Re-elected 1875)
William J. Organ, First Lieut. Dec. 6, 1875 Dec. 8, 1875

John A. Rapp, Captain
(Re-elected Nov. 28, 1877)
William J. Organ, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Nov. 28, 1877)

John A. Rapp, Captain
(Re-elected Nov. 29, 1879)
George A. Gray, First Lieut. Nov. 29, 1879 Dec. 5, 1879
-000-

#Nevada Light Guard redesignated Battery C, First Artillery Regiment
Fourtn Brigade, March 19, 1880. Adjutant General Report 1880, Special

Order No. 19, page 76.
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NEVADA LIGHT GUARD (Continued)

ies: (Continued) A

it of the State Militia, this encampment training
members of the Nevada Light Guard an opportunity to
mi;itgry tactics and prepar themselves for future ac
The uniforms of the corps at this time consisted of

and trousers with regulation caps. he subsistence for the
company during the Encampment was rsported as follows:

ave the

earn regular
tivities.
ark blouse

H0a

5
{
A

Meat i Lbs.,
Bread 557 Loaves
Vegetables 561 ~1bs.

Beans 29 1bs.

Butter 14 1bs.

Pork 20 1bs.

Sugar 130 1bs.

Coffee 34 1bs.

Tea 4 1bs.

Syrup 6 gal.

Vinegar o gal,

Salt 9 lbs.

Pepper 4 cans

Pickles 2rgal ¢

Candles 33 boxes

Rice 34 1bs.

ooap o Lbs,
On November 8, 1863, a fire occurred which nearly consumed the
town of Nevada City. Many of the fire-proof brick buildings,
which had withstood the fires oi 856 and 1858, were destroyed,
and the ¢ of the new military organization were stored in one
of these brick buildings. The rlrst Sergeant, with a number of
privates, made several attempts to save the arms d desist

because of the extreme heat. Adjutant General W. C. Kibbe issued
Special Orders appointing an examining board to Ln73uL1“.‘e the
causes and circumstances of the destruction of ,
board met on February 17, 1864, and exonerated the officers
men of the guard from any ‘1L3: for negligence in the care
arms entrusted to them.

e
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On January 17, 1865, Nevada County felt the effects of the "
Scare", which was a report concerning the anticipatec

trouble in the county. Information had bﬁen receiv
seventeenth, that the Secessionists contempl
County. The Sheriff was certain the news

the city was to be sac and banks robbed ent:

arms of the Nevada } ] prize for lawless men
intent on increasing movement on the Pacific
Coast. Families were moved to other quarters, some women

and children having already been sent to the fortresses at




NEVADA LIGHT GUARD (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)
Sugar Loaf. The Sheriff, indefatigably musteresd forces for

f the city, then proceeded to fortify himself with
old "Democratic whiskey". The Nevada Light Guard assemble
at their armory where the Sheriff attempted to take COmen% by
not allowing the soldiers the privilege of going out to bid
their wives a last adieu. The Court House was surrounded by a
cordon of braves prepared for any deadly encounter with sixteen

shooters, revolvers, hatchets, and knives. No enemy appeared
and scouts were sent out to search every foot of ground between
Nevada City and Grass Valley The men kept an all night vigil

se Q.QLL hours of the morning but gtd Ll e

enemy appeared. As C in Lancaster of the "Invincible Guardh*

would not surrender t clytlr.: command of his QUuﬁfinJ 1e -

Sheriff, the latter replied that, "the county was to be deprived
g | J& g 2

lasting until the

J:‘j«:

of his valuable services as an officer," then retired to a game
e of "seven-up" in superlative disgus signing the c¢ity to a fate

deserved by the insubordination of i inhabitants. In the midst

of the g: he gas light was extinguished and the Sheriff

retired ry good order.¥*

Many localities had trouble with groups of Secessionists in
their midst and there was no doubt but that the report of the
anticipated agitation did have some foundation, but on account
of the manner in which the Sheriff attempted to forestall -the
difficulty, the whole affair turned into a farcée.

]
)

Twice the Nevada Light Guard participated in festivities to
celebrate the driving of the "Last Spike" for railroads in
California. The first time was when the company went to Sacra-
mento on May 9, 1863, to attend a Jubilee Cilil;xtluc the com-
pletion of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads,

& which connected the Atlantic and fgp B < The last

rel and set in

..
tie for this affair was made of Califo
held in place with spikes
3 1

with silver plates which were to be
of rich metal. One spike was made of California's gold, one

of Nevada's silver and one of Arizona's silver; and wvro driven
in place by Leland Stanford, President of the Central Pacific
Railroad, with a solid silver hammer. Wires were attached to
the handle of this hammer so that with the :irst tap on the
head of the spike at 12 P. M. (noon) the news was flashed to
the entire American continent.#¥#

3L

my

The second time the company partic LJ’LEC in a celebration of the
completion of a railroad was for ] home 1i;trict. The Nevada
County Narrow Gauge hﬂLL”O&d had llnlau,i the building of a road

which would connect the two mountain mining tow ms, Grass Valley
and Nevada City, ‘*th the OUualJe world. On May 20, 1876, a
large procession headed by the military companies and a band
-o00o- : .
s#Apparently a nickname given the Nevada Light Guard during those
hectic hours.

¥*History of Nevada County, Thompson & West, 1830, page 88.
#%%Sacramento County HISTOTy, G. Walter Reed, 1923, page 243.
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