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Ootober 1944 through January 1948

Oat 20 ~ I'm writing by moonlight. It has stopped raining
but needless to say, I am soaked throhgh. Numerous lightning
bugs sparkle through the trees. Artillery shells are passing-
overhead, otherwise everything is quiet. The palm trees
silhoustted ageinst the sky give an-1llusion of a beautiful
park. Frequent alr raids. This morning a Jap plane oume '
evar 80 low I could almost touch the whetls.

“Oot 21 - 23, Botweon air raids, incoming and outgoing reportn,

and the rain in a muddy slit trench, there is little chance
for sleep but I manage to keep going.

dét 24, The heat, vermin, humidity, and sundry pests are
tough out here. ,

-JOOt 25, This country is full of swamps, banana and coconut
“trees, and other tropical vegetation, dirty unkempt natives,
-.and RAIN! With contimuous heest, it pours intermittently

throughout the day and night. One is soaked with rain opr.
sweat continuously, 8o clothes are never dry. Plonty,gf‘ooco-
nuts to eat and the milk does help in quenehin% rat.
Batives live in Nipa huts on stilts. I'm really
for them, especially the children. I am terribl
1% the best of health.

Oct 23, It appears here that the women do all the tork s wall
as produce a continuous string of kids. They wander up :gnd”
down the rcags ocarrying large heavy bundles on their heads,
babies in their arms, followed by a string of éhildpen of
assorted sizes. The men bring up the rour unburéened.v The

the inevitable straw hat. FKever wear ahool. o ny h
caribou on which they ride. Few of the men move without

their game cocks. I bathed in a river this afternoon and

feel much cleaner. However, the moment you are out of the
water you are hot and sweating again. I washed my undorwaar
and herringbone twills and put them back on again. They are
as dry now as they will ever be. Nany little horgea are -
sround, and the men are using them to carry’ equlpmant. ‘

Oct 27, I almost got myself evacuated this morning whan T
was using a telephone tied to a coconut tree. Five nuts

fell from = great height! Just a near miss! There is &

form of small parrot here---some of the men have a few as
pats. Natives are everywhere. One &gst passed through

here with & pole over her shoulder. n egch end of the pole
were two small pigs and five chickeéens, 'all alive and very
nolsy. It is raining hard and I em under a tarp but sweating
freely. (Later) There is a little moon tonight. Although

it is bright and pretty, I wish it were not out as it helps

the Jap planes in their bombing raids. They go over about
every two hours.
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"oot 28, I found some corn the other day, but’ continuous

" sorn on the cob:is beooming monotonous. The young green .
oorn 1s good raw, ‘6ob ‘and all, and supplies a little green
vegetable. It is aurprising how-ane oan keep going with
go little sleep---the telephone ringa all night long and the
Japs are over us constantly, - ~

Oot 29, Still o6Hasing Japs. Let. ne toll of how I’pre
for the night. It sounds funny, but is most unpleasant.
‘Pirst 1 try to place enough branséhes in my fox; halo‘to'provont
entiroly lying in the water. Then I place ny: Pdn o o¥er the
<40p of the trench to keep some of :the. rain. e 1
gatting. ready. Next I rub moaquito‘ro
hendsj put on my: helmet; put on my - bis
G d net over my face and helmet; i and rina_
tho fsench ‘and wrap. up in a poncho,- However, ) PrepAx
seenm futiles. for, 4t rains; you are ‘wet thriugh wi
oouple of hours,. fhe ve etaéion is beautiful, I saw: t
wild hibisous £ ‘g g There is & very large
hepe about. £1fty feat: 13h with a ‘trunk diemeter of 'al
: 'abark and wood nre light colored, aimilar

150,. Bnttlps are -trango arfairs. Thoy frequently remi
of dugk hunting - e.mud, the rain, and the mosquitos
#nd the waiting. There are many :lulls, and times when a6t
1silim1ted; ‘Those: periods mgy be for only . s few
1s n extended period. '.Any inactiy
maneaq. For once - 1&,1- 1o

'nut._
hey use 1t ror food and water. The -

kin'@utenaila and - for:-fuel. The hﬂﬂkﬂ{r
and alsq for fuel,- Tho legvea ‘are:. braif;&

Hov 1, We landed with many doguc--one was.too light, 80 we
had to dye 1t brown.-

nbv“z; 2 -day: :
Some -of ‘the uattvea are vory 1nterestingﬁ 8
soldiers -and then attempt to do.an about face ba
4An- the mud, It 1z not very successful.: ~One of th
came in with a buneh of bananas. I’tasted ‘one ‘and”
awful. It developed that the¥ were ‘cooking -bananas and; Eike
cooking whiskey, not good -in the raw, exospt in case of emergeng.
Ants! Never have I seen so many ants. There: are all types
ranging from-microscopic size to the: 3/! ‘inoh variety. There
are many small.stregms but we do not use them (or the water)

as we-have discovered that the natives bgt and wash their
clothes in all of them. I am sitting on ttle hill in the
full moonlight. It is a grassy.slope studded with immature
cocoa palms about twenty feet tall. The shadows are soft,

and form grotesque figures on the hillside. The edge of my

slit trench 1s dry and makes s good seat, These lovely scenes
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' are not in harmony with the war going on here in this area.
Ococasional flares, droning of planes overhead, a machine gun
burst, a few rifle shots, the sound of an artillory conoentra-
tion---and then stillness again in the moonlight, It is at
once beautiful snd terrible.

Nov 8, HRegardless of battle oonditlons, the natives yandér
u” -gnd down the roads. Those in oné place move to another,
thers move in from a different direction; all carrying
elongings on their heads, or on oarabou if the own one,
- the que of ohildren behind. Bmall boys nﬁkod.
! ndfboys wear shorts, the women' seem to wear & _
ght: alip --- all barefootsd and wearing large straw ‘hats,
ew having shoes wear them hung around thelir neck ,
ticeable laﬁely that the women are becoming:oon
the soldiews, as a. few hairpins and hair ribbons |
out:’ along ‘with some brightly colored ginghawms., They a
very primitive and dirty. When they do bathe, they wa
. the utvaama and waesh themselves and: the scant clothing.ou
odies, all at the sams time. They asre very oourtooul
yem ‘grateful for the liberation from the Japs.: Thar& is .
e atriplof cloud across the moon which makes it 1ook"§£1ndﬁ
d. I prefer it ocloudy, as the Jap planes do noiaoperuto
der those conditions. _

oy rinatly sent up my bed roll and ocadet bng. The
ks as though it had been run through a mangl.
but it is very welcome." I can now have -a-change
ng-«-after two weeks I need it, We are having the
ey of Jap ‘air raids tonight. This last bunch came
I'll have to dig my fox holo a bit deopﬁ?.

_ad very heavy rain and everything, including
et and sogg{ It we stay: in this spot for .a few
ing ‘to hav he men build Kiga ‘huts .to get them
the "time. at 1“-{:.
HC .ver, the fox. hole 1a tho usual home through necessi {
. The huts are bullt from bamboo uprights and frame and he |
wftogother,with gord made from bark. The roof is made from
’ ‘bananas leaves and the floor fromi split half rounds
"It 1s like a bird cage but being a foot or more
off the - ground affords ‘dryness. There was a bit of sun: todny
'but'sun or not, it 1s always hot but very humid. _

.Laat night was another wild night---between tho
>ne ringing oonstantly -and t ap:snipers I had
s rachiogily Nno slesp.  .The ‘Red Cross man just came. by 8

"~ "brohght me a wash oloth, tooth brush; tin'mirror, rasor 1l
and tooth powder. I really needed them, -Had lunch Just :
which conaisted of boiled cofn -and crackers.. There is plenty
to eat but the sameness of the menu is a killer. There are
large brown worms with many short legs and a hard armor-like
shell. They move along like a oatorpillar. An alr mattress
iz a good sonductor of sound when one's ear is placed against
1t.. At night these worms crawl onto the mattress and
awake with a jump. It sounds like a tank coming down he
road: I understand that about once a year the Catholle
Fathers here round up all the nativef couples living together
and give them a blanket marriage ceremony. The fact that
some have chilldren does not bother anyone.
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Nov 7, Eleotion Day---qlorious eleotion day! Reminds me of
soms of Mary Livingeton's poems. Ants, ants evorywhorol
Out here under these. conditions, the election weems a minor
thing. All that matters is ammunition snd food. I suppose
it may have far reaching results, but at present 1t does -not
affeo¥ us individually nér in small units. Last night I was
sitting quite a distance from the: hone when it rang. I made
a jump for it and Tell over.a aouple 'of water cans and into
@ 8lit trench. I skinned my 8 shins and felt very silly. I'm
tanned but am getting very yellow from the atabrine.  Had
three air raids in a half hour --- they were so low I could
see the Japs in the planes---makes one feel mighty queer.
A native aame by the other day and ssked for water to throw
‘over his carabou. It seems these water buffalc have to be
' immeraed 'in water and mud about. every hour or so or they will
b1 They have a thick non-porous lide whioh spparently hae
at glands, depending entirely on external moisture %o .
dy temperature. Incidentally, they smell as bx
- {or tho reverse)., It oomenced to rain a

- There 1is othing more forlorn looking than an army. bogged

- down ‘in’ the 'mud ‘and rain. Whet a climate! Trancpotﬂt.ibn
‘problems ssem unsurmountable. Truoks. get: water in: the'ﬂntorl
and whoeln hog down hub-ddop in the mud, -

anav e, sun raining § we all woke up wet and muddy-—-hot
..coffes was very welcome.  The natives have an alcoholig .bever-
- age galled: palm toddy or tuba Jjuice.. They tap the branah of
a palm tres nourishing the green cogonuts and place. s°bambaoo
contéiner beneath it. - The eap runs’ out and ferments. in about
24 hours, ‘after which they drink ity I suppose 1t has'.gome
alcoholio-oontent -but- gives the imbiber a violent disrrhesa.
¢ ‘not allowed to arink it, I amolled sone andilt
This evening I'm huddled under: a shelter: tha =
v‘ver:mg slit trench. It's a:structure .compk
‘palm leaves and s shelter-hal#*rqp
8 ale.' I wonder if thia wil - kee

t-everything will take off at a) miuuta 1n= ng
: _ “One of ‘the men -had paid & f£ilipino to help bul
a Hipa hut and a bi% coonut tree- just came down and caved in
the roof. He's pretty sore about it., This storm has one
advantage---the ants, insects, and Jap planes are no longer
with us, - Looks as though.this is going to bs quite a nigﬁt,
the leaat of which 18 water. Trees are falling all aro and
.the lzmba of the oooonnt reea ure 1n a whirl“*

Nov 9, Last'night ‘turned . out to be a tyﬁhoon!ﬂ
well until about nine o'slock, when ths wind blew tho s1
of my shelter in.. While I was attempting to repair the d
a heavy gust of wind hit the end of it and all of my equpiiénit
went hurtling through the shelter and out tFe other side.. Se
I just gave up and rolled up in my pancho and lay down in the
waier filled slit trench and let tho wind blow and the rain
raine.

Nov 10, A few minutes ago I took o(r wy clothes and took a
bath in one helmet full of water. Its stepped raining and 1is
very hot. What a oclimete! One of the men traded some personal
clothing for a few eggs 80 I had my first fresh egg for breake
fast. It was a resl treat.
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‘Nov 11, %h& fornlt is very beautiful with its varying shades
of greon. Really its a tropical paradise. of bamboo, ginger,
socoa palm, water hyaoinths .in pastel blues with Chinese red
cannas, pampas grass and’ hibisous with large clups of taro _
14ke long elephant ears, atatély tall mahogany trees growning
in a ocarpet of tall ferns, banana trees interspersed with a

. of yellow sunflower and &n odcasional pandana tree---

ﬁaigethis with a eonfusion of jungle vines, shrubs and plants.
“Now .I'm doing the thing the army . is famous for---waiting.

) cong ¥ hurry somewhere to wait. All the metal and

my Oadet bag are ruined either by rust or rotted

e lightor flints have ‘all turned to powder. .

, 0 , : PP
;1éaves and ‘I rolled ﬂysolf a olgar. It was réally .some Y;ng.
T'm saving some .of the leaves for tonight to use it 1nn,0ld
of ‘louse powder and inseot repellant. When I took m helmet
bath today, I wa® exposed to the sun only about fiftoen
minutes and now my back is sore., . Tho only ‘time I've hnd my
sh&aa off is to wash my feet. :

Rov 13, The : weathor was wild laat night---thundor and light-_
ning at came right in my fox hole. This morning I woks up
my hole . filled with water;, but it cont inues warm,
-_;ssue_‘B rations this morning, so temporarily we eat a bit
bétter. Everywhere you look men are standing around nakéed
.out the 6lothes they slept in. Why am I laughlfg?
s ig the same thing. We: just ‘shot down a Jdap-
o-uaquitdﬁexciting.. _ =

.lbv 14, At the moment I'm sitting a11 huddled up under
'ishnlter half and a poncho.. The rain is torrential. RXa

M8y "1t -1s called a November monsodn. A native woman stag

by (Sadie Thompson?) and wanted to do my lauhdry. I to

"I could wash it by just hanging it on a tree. Water do
_’-seem to bother them at all. Thoir feet are like hams nnd th&a}.
- toes look like fingorl.

u;!'VﬁlS A oouple of 1ittle natives just eamo up bogging.
Raor. little guys. I gave them some life savers and a ocalke:
g soap.. The natives will do anything for T shirts o ;
ad a tough" night with very little sleep. Lots of; llg“
S 1ast.night. At times in the durk,ono has diffi 3
g*uishi'.ﬁlightning from. aorial 8) .
' k11led a few cobras and coral snakes.
any of them. We've all hed colds but are better now or. elao
in the hospital., ‘A 1ittle native boy just came by weating
an oversiged pair of Jap riding boots and & Jap leasther map
case hung around his neck by a string, otherwise naked.
They are amusing, but at no time have I seen any of them play.
T?iir childhood 1is a very serious business of trying to keep
alLive.

Nov 16, We move-along like gypsies chasing the Japs. Found
two big centipedes in.my fox hole this morning. GClose shave!
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Nov 17, Lots of action last night---and rain. These natives
are dressed (%) in their oldest clothes this morning so guess
tts going to rain hard. Drip, drip, drip everywhers. It's
almost next to impossible to keep dry. These big ants are
driving me nuts) ‘fwo caribou just stampeded through the area
and men started running with loaded rifles and standing back
of trees, when a littls native boy about four years old ran in,
slapped both of them on the nose;, and led them away!

Hov 18, Very busy and very wet. Oetting up here 1is really
very simple. You stand up, shake off the mud and loosen your
olothes so they will dry, remove herringbone twill blouse,
~.and-you ars ready to go. .

Nov 19, <This place sure has some evil looking orawly things.
Thers's a big brown beetle the size of a half dollar that
sounds like a B-24; smakes from the ocobra famlily---polsoneunss:
vicious looking centipedes four inches longs and black
scoppions. Haven't seen any wild animal 1life yet. — Anything
fresh would taste awfully good! I look and fedl like s ditah
digger most of the time. The damned ants have moved in agsin
with their eggs. They are almost as pro}ific as the filipines.

Nov 20, I'm soaked through and try as I will I ean't get a
dry cigarette or a match to light. I guess I'll have to give

“Now 21, The filipinos call what happened to us last night

& motisoonn. I have a few other names which would not be = =
-permitted by postal authorities! Some sewing machine salesman
‘rust have passed through here as all these natives her 1liv
4n squalor but must have ‘a machine, They. take better ocare
of them than the women and children. A naked youngster fi
went down the road. in the rain wearing an old straw hat with
an inverted old fashioned chamber shoved down on top with the

handle at a rakish angle, to keep the hat from leaking. .

Nov 22, Its really wet. This 1s one of those eleven inches

~ a:day times. I tried to sleep under a pancho but finally
gave it up. Today I had s trest---dehydrated onions and .
‘canned. stew---at least it broke the monotony. We elso had
some canned Australlien butter. It is better than our eanned
product. They grow a type of sweet potato here called ecombtes,
but I'm afraid to eat them, like anything else grown in the
'grquﬁd.,bqqnyga;QFEQh@athxgat of dysentary. ' Unless 1

48 well oiled, it ‘deterlorates and tears like paper,

Nov 23, -Had an Australlan egg for breakfast. Tasted quite
fresh. Their method of preserving is very good. We ars well
supplied with gum, but like cigarettes and candy its all
soggy and wet. It is generally accepted here that today is -
Thanksgiving. Guess I'll turn a can upaide down and eat from
the other end. ‘

Nov 24, The natives are having a real holiday with better
food than they have .had for months, and sitting on their
dripping porches watching the wet soldiers in the mud doing
all the work. The women sit in a row, back to chest, eash
picking the lice out of the hair of the woman in front.
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‘Nov 26, I'm under a roof for the first time since Oatober
20th. Juat captured a school house. Some of the desks and
books #till remain but the Japs have lugged off everything
worthwhile. Saw some natives in dug-out, outrigger boats,
some quite large. Homefront problems seem very distant and
unimportnnt ‘out here where everything is rudimentary, and we
are all busily engaged in trying to get a dry place to sleep,
something to eat, snd staying alive. A sharp razor blade,

‘a helmet full of water, and a dry peir of socks are among
the basic things oonai&erod luxuries, Some turkeys end
chickene arrived here. in the front lines the day after

ghggksgiving, but- dua to lack of cooking faoili ies were not
(2] .

Nov 28, The . good dry aleep I antioipated wesa a myth and »
delusion~--~one air alarm after another. It was a wild night.
Saw . some pigs ‘this morning. Thoy are short and thin like &
raaor baok, and have little meat on them,

Nav 27 8leep was spasmodio last night---rain and Japs---
' ban in a fox hole again. L

'ch 29, Az we move we wuild nipa huts whenevor we oan stop.
long enough. The natives love it because: as seon as weé go On,
_ they move. 1n---too lazy to build their. own. . .

0,;;!bt muoh sleop---air alarms’, artillery fire. We
8ar a stream but.I'm afraid of them as we found natives
' ' : ers.  Many of them have fresh water snaills
whicsh aet‘ as a madia..__.,for flukes, t.he organism which is
ranponsible for elephantiaajl.

Deo 1,' Twenty~four uhopning days hntil Christmaes! Qver hers
" all one reeds 48 an undershirt or s bar of soap to trade.
Bowovor, there 1s nothing to purohase but: labor. Rather a
wild night, but things have quieted down e bit. I'm torribly
.lluepy and hpe we get a slight rest today, - ‘

Dge 2, Rain. rein, rein. I wonder where all the moisture
comes from. ‘The mosquitos are quite bad in this area. I
___llke to got my clothes off., However, I do try to sxpose

my £ to the air to dry them off whenever -possible, but then
gagtr 0.wet ghoes---no ring worms or trench foot yet, thank
od. '

now,I'm alongside a swollen strea R banka covered
nd en vines with yo » do _
: I}forgot about Ha al:l :

Whowwer made the 'statement that
the Infantry soldier in the South West Pacific was e forgotten
man oertainly lknew what he was talking about. I'm tirede~-
get a little headachy frequently and generally am thoroughly
miserable, but not as bad as some of the others. However,

Im thankful at this point that I have a whole skin.

Deo 5, Nothing one does will inhibit the growth of vegetation.
Every time we stay in one place for a couple of days, every-
thing is trampled down and cut away. Three days later it has
grown back and signs of disturbancs have disappeared. We were
able to get a little flour end baking powder---result: hot
cakes for breakfast. Although wet and a little soggy, they
were-‘a welcome change from c@dnned rations,
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Dec 3 (cont'd) This morning I piocked up what I thought was

a 1ittle brown stone. When I touched 1 1t moved and upon
examination turned out to be a little hermit crab. They

move into periwinkle shells, attagsh themselves, then when movs
ing they oome out of the shell and drag it along on their
backs. One wonders how they can get so much into oneé shell,
When attacked they completely disappear into the shell.

Deoc 4, Proclsmations have been posted in all Fillpine Barrios
opening with the statement: "By the graoe of (God, OGeneral
MacArthur has landed in the Phillipines”. Some wise 1nd%v1dull
red penciled the following on one of the proclamations: "By
the OGrace of God, in spite of the Marines, General MasArthur
has landed in the Phillipines". Ha} It started to rain boforovv
dawn and 1s really coming down. I just took off my clothes
and took a bath in the rain---just like: a garden hose. This
‘paper 1is vary -greasy, but I try to keep repellant on at all
times. The ds moaquitoes glve gou dengue fever and the

night moaguitoz give malaria. looks. ap though you can't
win, Yesterda§ I fixed up a new type of fox hole with a top
over it with the 1dea of keeping water out of it, The first
time I hed to use it laat night, I dropped into three feot of

water, I guess nothing will work.

Dec 5, Very little sleep last ni ht. I tried to sleep slong
side of my slit trench to stay out of the mud.and whenever &t o‘
Jap planes or shells ceme over, I'd just roll into 1%t.:.. The
dogs with us get one can of C rations a day and: are-lcoking

a little thin. When turned loose, they will sneak into a
“ration dump and stegl a san. How they expect to open:the can
is more than I can understarid. This has beén a long-day. In
fact, there seems little difference between night and -days--
seems like an endurance: race ~~-I only hope we can hold ount:
until relief reaches us, :

Dec 6, I now have a pup tent and 11m trying te figuro out

how to put it over a slit ‘trench and make it stay theres. 8o
far its unsuocessful. Mail arrived, but nons for me. I know
what that song meant, "Soldier, let me resd your letter"$.
There are many fireflies. They seem to collect in one tree
selscted for an unknown resson, About midnight last night I
¥y saw what I thought was a light in the: distanoe. Look:lng
through field glasses, it was a tres ablaze with fireflios. »
declded that was my Christmas tree for this year. o

Dec 7, I hope we can wind this. thing up soon as - ev ryont :
becoming a 1ittls weary. All of the men have done s fine' job.
Their work has been superb,’- Thay have suffered untold hard- :
ships without complaining and have., carried on very offiaiontly.
They deserve a much needed rest and much praise. I just saw

a Jap plane shot down right over mey Things are moving very
fasst. I have a hard time keeping up to date. I've seexn a
coupls of Jap suicide planes dive on our boats, miss and erash
into the water. Once they start down, they are pretty hard

to stop. At present I'm in a banand grove without bsnanas. If
the roots of the banana are to produce more fruit, the entirs
tree must be cut down when the bangnas are removed. Immediately
new gshoots come up and in a short time, more bananas. 1I'd

give a great deal for & cup of hot coffee as a bracer right now,
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" Dec 8, I wish the manil would be brought up. Seens an

eternity since I've had a letter. At firast srtillery fire
bothers you a great decl, but like anything else you become
accustomed to it snd it 18 only the period of stillneas and
stlence that seem anxious and oppressive. I finally got a
hair out. The job was done with an old psir of tailor shears.
It assumes a short shaggy effect running in contours around
the head.

Dec 9, I have only sesn two cats here. Either the rain

gets them, or the natives eat them., We are still pushing

the Japs back through torrente of rain. It's s slow tedious
process of extermination as their entire psychology is to Adie
for their emperor. I found one of those hermlt crabs today,
Its shell was six inches long and about three inches at 1ts
greatest diameter. He has two large pinchers and apparently
lives on land near the ocean as far baock as five hundred yardas.
At:night on the front lines we use trip flares which. aro '
constantly set off by carabou and pligs.

Dec 10, I made a new arrangement of my panoho and a shelter
half, and although it rained hard, I remained relatively dry.

I think I have the comblnation, at least antil the wind changes.
There was only one difficulty---the soil in this spot 1is . -
sandy and rocky and about midnight half the hole caved in on'ms,
Had s few minutes this afterncon and washed out my sooks and’
handkerchief. Sccks are at a premium so I'm watching thgao
closely. I only have two peir and both have holes in them,

I expect to get resupplied soon. A couple of livs ohickens

just flew through here with half the army after them. They will
most certeinly wind up in somebody's pot. Just jumped into

a fox hole and all the sand went down my neck. - I had to take

my clothes off to get it out, It ran all the way down im%o

my shoes., What a life! _

Dsc 11, The wind shifted last nignt after I got my panecho
arranged, reault' It shipped water.

Dec 12, Many things have transpieed, all of them unpleasant.
I marvel at the superb way men in the front line units qonduct
themgelvea. Their thoughts and their emotions are plainly,
written on thelr faces, but regardless of their pent up feele

" ings, they willingly continue forward, enduring oonatant
hardahips and dangers. o R

Deq 13, Lwho ocean water here along the beaohes 13 a muddy

- color, not: élear blue and sparkling as our beaches. I believe
the numerous mud banked rivers flowing into the ocsan acsount
for this dlscoloration. We moved on this morning and I'm now
in a f1lipino house of the better typs. It 1s completely
constructed of Phillipine mahogany, sides, floor, foundation
and all, but mostly unpolished. Windows are large holes with
panels that slide over them. A little polishing would help
but its filthy dirty and full of vermin---also shell holes.

I think its cleaner and safer out in a fox hole evan with all
the mud end moisture.
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Deo 14, I'm atiil in the houso. but what a placo' Broken
furniture, part of the walls end roof blown out, dirt, filth,
and oockroaches the size of ponies. It has another diuadvantago~
I have to run out and get into a fox hole when there is trouble,
which 18 frequent. Two months 1s a long time on a dlet of C
and K rations. There is s new type of G ration---one can has
noodles and meat, and one has spaghettl and meat. Any type of
food would be better than the present, There 13 no question
a8 to its nourishing qualities, but the monotony---ugh! 8till
no madl--~its been a long time. ¥Wight agein. I hope we get
‘some rest., The phone rings all night long and the artlllery
makes su4muoh noise you can't hear. What s combination!

_Deo 15, Only had to bale. out once laat night oo I was ablo
to catch up on a hit of slesep. Breakfast this morning- was a
naw C rati{on of a breakfast food with milk and sugar as an
ingredient, and is to be mixed with hot water. Ooffee with-
out cream, and a ean of ham, eggas, and potatoes. It was a
wédloome change. No fresh fruit whers we are now. The Japs
took it all. Bamboo is used for everything in this place---
building houses, frames for vehicles, steps and ladders, water
containers, water snd drainage pipes, cooking utensils, and
‘many other things. But all of these places smell terrible!
The plumbing and sanitsry facilitles asre non-existant, mot .
even a Chic Salea! I did a bit of washing end the tattle tale .
 gray has turned to olive drab, I sewed up a few holes in. my -
“hcrringbona_twills~--they were pretty well ventilated. It '

-Boc 16, . ¢ i ..

win, but thay continue to resist stubvornly. This plaoo_is full
-of rets, I fourd an old piege of mirror and got a look at a
‘myself for the: firet time 1n sevcral weoka. I'm thinner,
older and very yellow. »i;, : -

Dee 17, For onoe, last night was ' fairly 1naofild.' Aside from
ig: influences. -

Eerly this morning one of our operators tuned in ¢
- program. It was very faint and squeaky but ia the Tirat: musfo . -
Ilve heard for mesny weeks., One of the men has a little monkey.”‘v
It was a baby of a wild monkey killed by a patrol. Its a cute .
- thing. All duts and abrasions in this oclimate must be
od with antiseptic and oovered,Lotherwisewulcera will
e . 80] and_cgnekod -drie .

: . by also ntary Wh;t}a plado.
| time the heavy guns 50 off this paper jumps like an
eurthquake hed hit. No papers or magasines are available 20

... We are way behind on all news, 8hell. explodod at Headquarterl.

Dec 18, Lllt night was wilder than usunl. The date reminds
me that we have had sixty days of this---too long. Some men
were digging this morning and found the léngest and largest
angle worms I've ever seen~--over six inches long and as big
around ‘as my finger., The person who invented Spam should be
tried] The kitchens try all known means to disguise 1t, but
the flavor persists. The:-natives say the heavy rains will be
over the end of December., I siire hope they are right! All
lumber where we are now is Phillipine mahogany, even boxes and



.. whole. truck’ lgadmoﬂﬁpagkage mail arrived.
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Dea 18 (oont’d) fence posts.' I'm about to get into my poncho
for the night. I wonder what a bed would feel like.

Dec 19, S5t1ll pushing on., I sincerely hope the Japs will be
buailp cooupied elsewhere for awhile so we can get some rest.
Plenty of little finger banangs here, however, I prefer to get
mine from the produce market north of B street. Everything
decomposes 80 rapidly. The flies are in hoards around us.

Dec 20, Fairly gquiet today and sumny and 1t is a relief to see
the mud dry up. However, a sunny day rapidly saps the energy
of everyone. On rainy wet doya more work is accomplished and
nore territory ie covered. ‘The rats are averywbero. One juat
g_w‘tgnglod up in our telephone wire.

Dea 21, The sun is shining! our oolleotion of monkeys and -
parrota is increasing. They seem to.fill a needsd place in the -
ted military structurs. The men seem to derive pleasure
playing with them due to the absence of dogs or other

"i ets. Haven't had a drink since September:. ihybo
en this settles down we'll get some boer.

Dec 22, I heard there would be turkeys for. Chnistmas, but how
they'll get them up to us in the front lines, and how we are
%oing t0 ¢ook them is an unknown quantity. I wore ocut my ‘
eggina bu st now managed to get another oair.»

Dec 23, ”ropiaal aroas are fino for short trips, but as a
. dally continuous diet bsoome very monotonous. . Everyons is &
little tense after ‘50 long an operation but manage to sarry
on ?oping we ean end this soon. This certainly 1s a hell of
lpace. P _ . ,

Dsc 24
borhoo&

Thie mmrning we. discoversd a. fou postn 1n our: neigh- -
b dleaned them out. MNore mush’ for‘br kfast. W o
¥i1ll be turkeys. W '

tigh oll drﬁﬁi and had one:- end cut oﬁgznghey can bé
roa pit and covered with earth and used as ovens.

- .hope. they wo The men appear: ‘expentant, as if they expeetqtho-
T-war will be oalled off for tomorrow. -

_ Deo 25, Christmas morning with little differenoe ‘from any other
morning---Same f1iring, same activities, A fow minutes ago a
th

24 Phis 18 the greats . :
_happened sinc hete. No ra T ‘qu! warm.
I remember’ other Ohristma wmornin ----!om.and Jerrys and ‘eg
nogs;, snd friends coming b{ ere the battle goss on., xﬁho
chaplains have held many ¢ uroh services today. Only by
holding a service for a few men in each place have they been
able to cover the regiment. Not many people at home can
understand the unhappiness of the men here. .Their personal
hardships, the lonesomenessg and the separation from their
loved ones, not to mentien the constant danger and life under
battle conditions. These men are making a terrifio sacrifice.

Deo 26, The turkeys arrived late and the cooks did their best.

- Took a helmet bath and washed my underwear, but we had to move
suddenly so had to put it on wet. There is a different type of
palm where we are now. The trunk is like a coconut palm but the
fronds have foliasge similar to leaves, very strange looking.
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Dec £6 (oont‘d) Heard today there was beer for us coming up teo
the fro Two ¢ans per man. .

Dec 27, i It was quist last night although it rained continually.
This morping the sky was overcaet like a warm San Franciseo fog.
The ants are everywhere. As we advance the nstives in front of
us ell hurriedly gather their belongings and paes to our rear.
As soon a8 wo have cleared the area: of Japs, the natives re-
ocoupy their old huts and continue 11v1ng as though nothing

happensd. In fact, they seem to enjoy it. The battle affords
them a holliday and an excuse to doless work than: upual. Tho

are all perched in their huts like a bunch of:'r

They like'to be treated for many real or imagfﬁary injuries: and
are very proud of a plece of gauze attached by: adheSive Plante
on the exposed aurfnoe of their bodies. s

Dac d8, Ve stlll proas on. Although I have few rsonal
belongings left, it 1s necessary that one rnmember whoro one
places each pione of equipment, ad when they have to be grabb@d
at night, the memory and tough system is all that can be used. .
As a result, the apot I call my bed is cluttered: A little
while ago the beer arrived. Its raining, but they feel now that
they are not entirely forgotten and: thers.1s a mental uplift-

even %hough they havo to’ operute with a ¢an of beer in.one hand
and a rifle in. other. " I'm actuslly ‘hungry: todsy.: I wish
we'd get a littla starch, potaoea, bread or an hing.or that type

Dec 29, The vegetation.ccntinnes to groWran nare 1as. ncthing
can stop it. Pox holes twenty-four hours old have littls green
shoots in them, not to mention watey: I never. Qalizud.how
much oné depends on a starchy diet until 1t is 1sft. out: .The
eighth.wonder of the world toda¥ .Fresh Hamburger! It was
swell,  Any- 1mprovomont in the ood always: psrks the men up.
The rein. & opped a bit thia morning ‘but we're drenched with

perspiraﬁien..g

Dag: 50 The moon, hidden bohind the hills daid noaxuake itg
a?pearnnee until late. I was awakened and startled by
light ehiniﬁﬁ in my face. My first thought - was

light but, tharik God, it was Mr, Moon. The wild
was flooded with moonlight while dark shadowy ga-
silhouetted against the sky created all. sorta b 4
gnome like figures. They sky was a galaxy.. . Th

in the brightness, eppeared soft and geductiv
of palms, belieing their ruggednesa; . The '
. tree: lizzsrds; seeking companionsh _

#1ddle notes, unharmonious with the sta _

.and the orash of distent artillery sbulls._ Thenftha,ﬁ_thnln
drone of an airplane reminding everyone to lie low an Luﬂio.n.
An ocoasional movement or whine of the war dogs arouses one's
suspicion of Jap curiosity seekers working around the perimeter.
Vision and observation by day give way to nooturnal waves of
sound, 'sounds gruesome and melodious, scquiring familiarity
through whieh tired, oalloused soldiers. sleep fitfully.

Dec 31, Although sleep was limited- 1ast night, I was able to
get some rest. We're using Jap alcohol in our lighters which
works pretty well provided, of course, the flints don't crumble
away, and also that we can keep the cigarettes dry. I'm glad
this year 1is coming to a close. No paper hate or fun out horo,
but plenty of uninvited noisemakers. The men all acoept the
situation and ar? sweating it out with only a2 few sarcastie
"Happy New Years"

'grotoaque .
ie hills, immersed
nder a blanket
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~Jan 1, Supply seems to be pleking up. Turkeys today. The
men are glad. They feel they are not entirely forgotten.
Opened some Jap emergenoy rations today. Rice, fish and
shrimp. Has to be cooked and smells like shrimp fried rice.
Also found some bottles of saki. Everyone 1s afraid it may
have been tampered with, however----§ Heard we were going

to get some boots. That's a good 1dea as leggins and shoes

wear out quiockly and pants can bs tucked in boots to keep
out bugs. Flies, anta, and myriads of other inseots still
persist., Battles are strange things. Human smotions and the
process of living go on Just the same. A little humor is eked
out, Although the war goes on all around them, men worry
about their personal problems, and try to derive a little
pleasure and relaxation if possible.:  Comforts and pleasures
are basic and limited---an 0ld newspaper passod around or a
picture or magazine; a palm mat for softness, a few o0ld boards
to build a floor in a dugout, old sorrugated. iron put over a
811t trench as a shelter, a can of beer, extra fresh water,
or a stream in which to bathe, a new or fresh 4tem of food,

a box latrine instead of a slit trench, or the arrival of a
mail trueck behing the lines---Rudimentary? L

Jan 2, I'm dirty and so are my clothes, but we'ro vory busy
so will have to continue as is till this lets up. 1t has been
raining all afternoon and the place 1s a sea of red ﬁud... :

Jan 3, Mail arrived and one Christmas package. These ana
are sure stubborn. Guess they haven't heard the broadoast
that the battle Bor Leyte 1s over.

Jan 4, I pray this will be over soon and we oan get some rest.
Men are dropping from sheer exhaustion. Lots of dengue fever
also. I was given command of the regiment tod&;rr I ocan
honestly state that when General Arnold ocalled me. in and told
me, I was floored, speechless, and I think I. let
hang open a mile. I damn near fell. off the box I
on., After twenty years, I'm finally in the saddlo. 5
_still trying to believe 1it! ,

Jan 5, Sulpha drugs and blood plasma are our salvation.
There would hever be a vaoant appointment at a.Blood Donor
Gentor 1f people could see all these wounded man.

Jan 68, The men are so weary. Warmth and#'a$9r~sive our. foeb
~:lots of troubls. Skin comes off and toe nails turn blaok,

but we still push on. I am very humble and proud to lead
these men. They have done a magnifiscent job, suffering untold
h:rd:hipa. I sometimes wonder if the people back home sppresie-
ate t. . ) :

Jan 7, This 1s a long drmwn out affair._ C
RSN Vory busy today.

Jan 8, Had some close shaves since this bagan. K'm truly
thankful I'm alive,
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Jan 9, Had some fresh frozen meat today. It was difficult
to get up to the front line but it was surely good. I wish
we could get some every two weeka., It would be a big help,
It has been pouring all day and we are all scaked. The low
boots arrived and are being issued and seem pretty good. OQur
equipment is badly ochewed up as we've been over eighty days
in constant combat. I put a low bamboo platform in this slit
trench and a tarp over 1t, so am relatively comfortable, at
least 1t .only leaks a little and I do not have: to sleep in
water., : : :

Jan.10, I'm still chasing Japs. They just won't quit. Whkn
we are all assembled again after this battle is ovor, there
will be many vacant ranks---mute testimony to-the great job
these men have dons. -Last night was noisy. We are under s
tent and it is like a Haman Bath. Don't dare ) of £ my
shirt beoauae of the moaquitoel. e

1-‘1.v¢.b‘io ,
clethol
Lo - The men

Zan 11, The courage and bravery of thole:man :
and they are so tired. Its sunny and hot  toda
have been wet for so long my skin is sora and"

terriric‘mantul .strain the men have beon undo
‘more and- more apparont. e L

Jan 12, Aside from a few bursts or maohinavgunék
was relatively quiet, for which I am. thankful.
- and. some -of the men are taking a bath in it . I

-shower,  Soldiers are wonderful peoplo. We ohase: Jap_.'-
day and tlden try to keep them from 1nriltrating our lines
night timo, playing oops and robbors tho aerious and dang roul
'370 Lo . L _

Jan. 13, I'm now in a building all b'“ - ful)
bomb holes in the roof. I have to g@:icut .
though, as its a good target. The thing ‘a:
‘and is. constantly looking for is mail, le Ly
Then and only then can he escape for a few minut
battle torn surroundinga. _ S

Jan 14, We. are near a battery of our own.urtill
and everytime they fire we are nearly blown.out - _
ho;es, wnd what it does to our aleep! Hbrvea aro 'ade taut

It's-aoff bf in layers. Lp a up _ .
fungus growth they have around hero, although T hopo 1t 1€n,ﬂg}

Jan 18, We've been 1ssued ocandles and I'm in an old house

- full of holes. The candle flickers, oreating distorted shadows
or painting fleeting danoing figures. ‘A lizzard clings silent-
ly to the bamboo brace above my head. He looks as lonesome

and slone as I feel, .
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