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Ernest C. James entered the California National Guard in September,
1940 as a basic recruit at the then handsome sum of $21 per month. This
amounted to $0.70 per day for drills, and as other recruits, was happy
to belong. He was assigned to Headquarters Company, 159th Infantry in
the National Guard Armory in Oakland, california.

Inducted into the Army on March 3, 1941, the 40th Division rapidly
became an organized and vibrant force. James rose to the rank of Staff
Sergeant, in charge of the Intelligence Platoon when the war broke out.

The 159th moved to the Presidio of San Francisco immediately after
Pearl Harbor, then back down to San Luis Obispo a few months later.
Staff Sergeant James entered The Engineer Officer candidate School in
June, 1942, and upon completion was assigned to the Combat Engineers as
a Second Lieutenant.

After moving to North Africa, then to England, his Engineer Combat
Battalion landed early in the morning on D-pay and fought in all the
major battles in which the 1st Army was engaged as a platoon and company
commander.

After the war, James studied Engineering at the University of
california, and remained in the Army Reserve, where he reached the rank
of Major. He spent his career working with the California Division of
Highways and the Department of Water Resources. He retired as a
Principal Engineer, after having spent many years in charge of the Civil
Engineering design of the State Water Project. Since retirement, he has
worked as an Engineering Management Consultant, in Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and the United States.

Major James has written several books and many magazine articles on
Military History, including several on the Spanish American War, a book
on Combat Engineers in World War II, one on the 1liberation of the
infamous Nazi Concentration camp Dora Mittelbau, a chapter of a book on
the Battle of the Bulge, World War II and a pamphlet on his experiences
in the 159th Infantry, 40th Division. He has also contributed to several
other books written on World war II.
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