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THO~AS F. DURBIN RANGE 

The "Thomas F. Durbin Range", a l a ser tank gunnery range, at Escondido 
armory is a unit initiativ e undertaken as part of the 2nd Brigade 40th 
Infantry Di vision five year plan for development of home station 
training fac ilities. Use of t h is facility will minimize the impact of 
constraints on training ammunition while maximizing the limited train~ 
ing time available to our soldiers; this savings is estimated to be 
thousands of dollars and hundreds of man-hours yearly. It will in­
crease the flexibility of unit training managers in scheduling re­
quired gunnery training. Throughout the training year it will provide 
tank commanders with a valuable tool with which to conduct supplement­
al gunnery training, . realistic crew battle drill, and will help pro­
vide for more effcient use of unprogrannned training opportunities. The 
range has already been shown to be of peripheral · benefit in the 
r ec ruitin effort and if as expected, the quality of training is 
enhanced , t en increased retention must logica y ollow. :sed in 
conjunction with existing facilities at the San Diego Training Base it 
helps provide our trainers and soldiers with gunnery training facilit­
ies which are unrivalled in the Reserve Components. 

Guard Belongs jl,faybe you belong zn the Guard 



THOMAS F. DURBIN RANGE 
Private First Class Thomas F . Durbin was born in San 

Diego, California on November 8, 1945. After graduat ing 

from Escondido High School he studied two years at 

Palomar College and one year at San Diego State with 

a major in veterinary medicine. He entered the US Army 

on January 9, 1967, attended basic and advanced combat 

training at Fort Ord, California. Private First Class 

Durbin d i ed on Septe ber 21, 1967 from enemy fire while 

serving in South Viet Nam. Private First Class Durbin 

distinguished himself while s erving as a radiot e lephone 
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operator in Company C, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry Division, ,operating near Tam Ky, Republic 

of South Viet Nam. His platoon was returning from a search and · destroy mission whe~ it was 

fired upon by a viet cong element using automatic wea_pons. Because the squads of the platoon 

were widely dispersed, radio communication was of utmost importance in coordinating the re­

sponse to the attack. Throughout the action Private First Class Durbin kept his squad con­

stantly in contact with the Platoon Leader, relaying forward essential information and re­

ceiving back directions, although he was frequently exposed to enemy fire. Though his heroic 

action resulted in his being mortally wounded, he had made a contribution of innneasurable 

valu e t o t he un i t' s pe r fo rman ce in the battle. His bravery and aggessiveness are i~ k e ep~g 

with the finest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on himsel f , hi s 

unit and the United States Army. For these reasons this range is dedicated in memory of 

Private First Class Thomas F. Durbin. 

His decorations include: Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device 
Purple Heart :Medal 
National Defence Medal 
Vietnam Service Medal 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal 
Gallantry Cross Medal 
Military Merit Medal 
Combat Infantry Badge 
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The Thomas F. · Durbin laser-tank·gQhriefy, range,.na~'.after.~!Q'& '. '( -., o~ ~ · NatiQnal ,~ua·tq Armory, .~'l:'didor _presented ,by Sgt. L D. . 
first enlisted man from Escondido·to be,killed in ac::tjon 11:'!Vietnam;·.;; ,.. Gu~fson, left, and Sgt. r,Aaj. ,J!J,trl .. .J. Doraey. Following .the ·· .· 
was o!ficia!IY dedicated at. the-EscondidQ, Ar~ory-~un(lay.' Ou~ir.t ,::; :",· .b~ef dedicatjon .. cere~iw; ,$A,®tat01'${ -i~clu~ng Mayor _Ron - · 
was killed m September 1967. Bottom left; h1s·.tpptt,lr, Aor,J)µr-;: ,_ :.-· Btttnf.H:~·watc~ an~ Tank,, abc)V$, ~ ·Its .laser gun-simu­
bin, receives a pla<U,ie and a T-shirt from the ~,:i'of Company C : _,._ .:fatqr] i( rnlnjatuie-tars;i~~- f3otio.m,:tjght>g1.1~Hnct·UPto'.Watch. 
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