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Fourth Air Force Replacement Depot
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Chronological Higtorical Data

and duties as assistant Personnel Officer

Lt Robert P. Crawford relieved from assign-
ment and duties as Training Officer

Col J. J. Morrow, H.Q.T.C., and Lt Col L., J.
Alexander AFTRC IGD on inspection of training
of air crew personnel

Four hour Malaria Control School for enlisted
men of Headquarters Squadron

Lt Harry Bennett assigned to FAFRD as assis-
tant Personnel Officer

Capt Adam A, Kindar relieved from assignment
and duties as Medical Officer

{@hte EVENT Reference

b

;} Hq FAF Manning Table 1-104-22 effective 0001  Stat O

u

i~44  Squadrons T-40 to T-45, 8 and @ activated FAFRD GO #2

: 31 Dec 43

i-4¢  Capt John R. Finch relleved from assignment FAFRD SO #1

: and duties as Personnel Officer; Lt Irving W. 1 Jan 44

3 Haberle relieved from assignment and command

E of Mt. Owens Rifle Range.

8-44 77 officers assigned duties with FAFRD (all  FAFRD SO #318
-ﬁ previous duty assignments rescinded) 31 Dec 43
k-« Lt Jonn Y. Klandrud relieved from assignment M/R 4 Jan 44
4 and duties aw Training Officer

: "\

P-44  Weekly "Personal Conference and Complaint FAFRD Memo #1
E Bour" established at Office of Alr Inspector 6 Jan 44

1?44 Col N. G. Brophy, FAF IGD, on POR inspection  Adj

iﬁ Lt Herman N. Dicter relieved from agsignment M/R 8 Jan 44

M/R 11 Jan 44

Ad

Ha 8q
M/R 20 Jan 44

M/R 21 Jan 44
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tive plans to move organization to Lemoore
Army Air Field, Lemoore, Calif., to take
place some time after 15 May 1944

goete EVENT Reference
6-44 S Sgt David Thatcher, crew member with Capt  Ad}
< Ted Lawson over Tokyo, arrived at FAFRD for
3 processing
J6-44 First FAFRD award "For Merit" bestowed upon Air Insp
i Squadron T-44 at Retreat parade
o
Col James Bossidy, FAF, and Capt George A, Ad}
Kimmel, Hq WITTC, on inspection of training Mt. Owens
of aerial gunners on Base and at Mt. Owens
FAFRD Staff Meeting; announcement of tenta- Ad)
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FOURTH AIR FORCE REPLACEMENT DEPOT
Hammer Field, Fresno, California

Mbnthly History1

1 January 1944 <through 29 February 1944

The months of January and February 1944 were a

-périod of readlustment resulting from sweeping organiza-

tional changes in the Fourth Air Force Replacement Depot.

f Yet they were, in so far as successful performance of mission

L were concerned, normal months. Strength remained stable near

the five thousand figure (see Table II, page 9), although an
influx of alr crew personnel, both officer and enlisted, had
gome effect upon the kind of prooggsing required. All phases
of processing and training were operating upon efficlient for-
mulae that made 1t posgsible to look upon virtually all acti-
vities of the two month period as routine.

Almost without interruption of routine activitles,

§ two historic events transpired during the second month of
 ;th1s period. The first, on 8 February, was an informal vis-
*git by Ma) Gen William E, Lynd, Commanding General of Fourth
Alr Force. The visit was not in the nature of a formal in-

" gpection, and no report is on record. The second historic

event passed completely unobgerved. It was the firat

3?1. The first two units of the 1944 series of monthly histor-
' ies are combined herewith for editorial expedlency.




t anniversary of the activation of the FAFRD on 15 February.

Since the Depot had been functioning within the 50th Army Air

i Bage for nearly half a year before itg activation as a sepa-
Evrate unit, the date of activation held little historic inter-
"éest for officers and men who were part of the organization in
%earlier days.

| On 1 Januvary 1944 a new Table of Organization, Fourth
i Alr Fompe Manning Table 1-104-22, dated 16 Dedember 1943, which
” went into effect at 0001l on the first day of the new year, re-
i placed the original 1943 table. A complete reorganization of

é the Depot accompanied the change. The reorganization was ac-
complished without interruption in processing or training. It
| vas made, officially, with the publication of FAFRD General

§ Order 62 of 31 December 1943, any detalls were worked out along
ff:lines prescribed in FAFRD Memorandum 23.°

Headquarters Squadron, alone, came through the reor-
;3gan1zation unchanged. Thirteen other provisional squadrons

;; were consolidated into six larger units, serially designated
glas Squadrons T-40 through T-45., Three former school squadrong
were consolidated to activate Squadron 8, and a new unit, Squad-

ron G, was designated to receive all air crew personnel received

R in the future for processing at FAFRD.

For the first time in FAFRD history, each provisional

sopadran (excart RAquedrens 8 and ) was~ asglgned an adjutant

2. Hq FAFRD B0-#6;°31 Dec 43. See FAFRD History for 1943.
3. Hg FAFRD Memo #23, 31 Dec 43. See Appendix B-1




;as well as a commanding officer. Larger enlisted staffs were
.§also agsigned the squadronsg, the average cadre lncluding thirteen
j%men. A typical squadron organization involved acting first ser-

J geant, chier clerk, two assistent clerks, supply sergeant and

%assistant, five drill or duty non commissioned officers, and

A4

R

jétwo mall clerks.

TABLE T

REORGANIZATION OF PROVISIONAL SQUADRONS
(As of 0001 1 January 1944)

Squadron Commanding Officer

and Ad jutant
Location First Sergeant
- 8q 40 (€1d) 1st Lt Robert M. Lomax
Colored 1st Lt R.E.Johnson; 24 Lt R.D.Klerman
Section _ L T Sgt John L. Spencer
8q 41 1st Lt Robert D. Pape
Tent Area 24 Lt Arthur G. Guertin
_ T Sgt Anthony L. Poll
S8q 42 lat Lt Jack B. Fergeraon
i Tent Area 24 Lt Thomas J. Heard
i _ _ T Sgt Joe D, White
Sg 43 1g% Lt Willie T. Miree
i 163 to 167 1st Lt Vincent P, Quinlan
] 21, 31 8 8gt John E, McCue
1 'Sq 44 1st Lt John W. Gates
143 to 147 lst Lt Robert J. Vopacke
- 163, 154 S Sgt John Booke
‘ Sq 45 lgt Lt John k., Hills
106 to 109 24 Lt John J. Metro

100,101,43
8gs 8 & G let Lt Charles E. Mower
Hgs! Bkag 35 S S8gt Jesse D, Martin

= =

T 8zt Charles T. Powers

ﬂ

The organlzation of a more stable squadron system left
th the casual squadrons an increased responsibility for the

fficlency of FAFRD processing, tralning and discipline, The

ffice of the Air Inspector encouraged the fullest cooperation

n the assumption of such responsibility by establishing a
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I monthly “"Award for Excellence® for the provislonal squadrons.
. New standard inspection check sheets developed by the Air In-
iapector provide an objective comparative rating of the monthly

gachievement of the squadrons. The first ribbon awarded "For

L

' "-OQB’Zééfﬁ..ﬁ"f/"?Z‘_Zf €ci. ROBERTY

Col Louls L. Roberts, FAFRD Gommanding

Officer, fixing “For Merit" ribbon to the

standard of Squadron 44, Capt Carl T. Si-

mons, S-3 Officer, Lt John W. Gates,squad-

ron commander, and Sgt James Butler (left
to_right)

Merit" was attached to the Guidon of Squadron 44, commanded

by Lt John W. Gates, at the 26 February retreat ceremony. Col

Louis L. Roberts, Commanding Officer of FAFRD, made the award.4
In addition to the reorganization of the squadrons,

the adoption of the new Table of Organization necessitated

mlnor revisions of the Depot officer personnel. These were

4, Hq FAFRD Daily Bulletin 58, par 1, 27 Feb 44. See Appen-
dix B-2. See also Appendix A-4, BOMBAY, 1 Mar 44,

—8.—
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% accomplished by the reassignment of all officers per Headquar-
t ters FAFRD Speclal Order 318, paragraph 12, dated ¥l December
! 1943, which rescinded all previous duty aselgnments. No chan-
ges in the assignment of gtaff officers were made by this Spe-
§ clal Order. Col Louls L. Roberts continued in command, and

Ma} Thomas J. White retained the post of executive officer to

head the list of seventy-seven officers on the order,
Two noteworth changes in officer personnel that ac-

companied the reorganization on 1 January were the transfer of

ki
&
F 21
B

Capt John R. Finch,5 Personnel Officer, and Lt Irving W. Haberle,5
Camp Commander at Mt. Owens Rifle Range. Vacancles left by their
release were filled by Lt Donald W. Fridell and Capt Robert W.
Wilcox, respectively. Lt Fridell was subsequently returned to
hls previous status as assistanghPersonnel Officer when re-
lieved by Capt George A. Curran ée head of the department.
‘Capt Wilcox, a veteran of gervice in the Aslatic-Pacific The-

ter and a former Infantry Replacement Training Center officer,
"had been de-facto commander of the range camp since 20 December
.1943. Prior to that date, he had been a casual squadron group

ommander with FAFRD at Hammer Field.

Other officers relieved of their asslgnments with
AFRD during Jenuary and February were Capt Adam A, Kindar,5
edical Officer, Lt Aubrey J. Beale,5 agssistant Supply Officer,

t Harold Macloud.5 Physkeal Training Officer, and Second Lieu-
enants H, N, Dicter, Robert P. Crawford, J.E.Lawhon, and An-

gello Melllll,

See Biographical Appendix

- 10 -
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Foremost among other changes affecting the FAFRD

ey

officer personnel were promotions won by four First Lieuten-

ants and two Second Lieutenants in January. The Headquarters

Squadron Morning Report dated 1 February carried the following

officers, listed in new grades (‘cemporary):6

Capt Hedges, Alton J. 0565607 AUS-AC i
Capt Hernandez, Jose L. 0565632 AUS-AC §
Capt Molnar, Simon J. 0563861 AUS-AC f
Capt Mower, Charles K. 0569507 AUS-AC !

lst Lt Guertin, Arthur J. 0571883 AUB-AC
lst Lt Metro, Jogeph T. 01634138 AUS-Sig C.

Personalities of enlisted men also enrich the record

of FAFRD History for January and February. Most colorful of
all 1s the vivid recollectién of Cpl Layne "Shotgun! Britton

that was revived among members of Headquarters Squadren by an [
6a '
L

B AR R

article in “Life. Text and photographs describing Britton's

eppearance on a popular New York radio show were typical of the

o ST

lixeable Texan, who is on detached service from Headquarters

S8quadron, serving as make-up artist with the Army Alr Force

musical show, "Winged Victory."

Speclal mention is due eight other Headquarters Squad-

ron men. They were selected for Army Air Force Administration

0fficer Gandidate School on 29 January and 24 February.7

Arrivals of historically noteworthy casuals are an

every day occurrence ag veterans of heroic service pags through

6. BOMBAY, Hammer Field, Calif., 9 Feb 44, See Appendix B-3.

6a. Life, 17 Jan 44, pp 88-92, "Life Goes on a Blind Date."
%: Ha FAFRD RO A0, 80 Jan 1944 (A Mgt Jeonee B, Merhin, & Rge
Reginald D. Greig, S 9gt Charles B. Williams, and Cpl Duane

Zemzow); SO 55, B4 Feb 1944 (Sgt Alvin A, Mays, Sgt Paul A.
Koppe, Sgt Ross K. Oliver and Cpl Eugene A. Billett).

- 11 -



;AFRD for re-processing and reassignment. A more than ordinary
rrival was 8 Sgt David Thatcher, who was & member of Capt Ted
;Laweon's crew on the historic first mission over Tokyo. Thatcher
arrived at Hammer Field on 26 February, and from FAFRD he was
agsigned to Fourth Alr Force headquarters.
Routine Depot activities of processing and tralning

‘were not interrupted by the sweeping organizational changes
that accompanied the 1 January adoption of a new Manning Table,
A determined effort was made throughout the months of January
and February to increase the efficiency of the processing line.
Results as measured in acceleration of processing were favor-
;able.8 Obviously, considerable overcrowding of FAFRD facili-
jies would have resulted had the average retention for pro-
@essing continued at eleven to s{kteen days more per man. The
problem was remedled, but not solved. At a staff meeting held
22 February, the Commanding Officer stressed the need for faster
?brocessing. The Clagsification Section inaugurated a system of
ally processing progress checks on each squadron. A golution

8 stlll wanting on the problem of reducing to the absolute

O o =
————

FOURTHE AIR FORCE REPLACEMENT DEPOT
Processing Rate

(Days average stay in Depot for EM

transferred in months indicated)

Month Days (Average)
November 1943 49
December 1943 44
January 1944 26
February 1944 235

Data from 46lst AAF BU Statistical Office




inimum consistent with efficlent treatment the number of days

~“‘;‘f‘casuals are held for medlical and dental Pprocessing.

During the months of January and February, personnel

- of Headquarters Squadron themgelves recelved some esgentlal

rocessing. There were three phases: Malaria Control School,

-.-.f...‘ ) ] .
: ﬁfwwmt ‘
; ! o '::__,‘ e SN

_ ) E=3
Headquarters Eduadron cartoonist Daniel A. Danglo's con-
ception of the problem of speeding up the procesgsing lime

verseas physical examination, and personal affairs processing.,
alaria Control Schbol, conducted in compliance with War De-
artment Clrcular 223, 21 September 1943, was a four hour
egslon completed on 18 and 19 January. The physlcal exam-
nations were administered by the FAFRD Medical Section on

1 and 12 February. War Department Circular 293, 11 November
2 1943, and aubaeeauent d4raatives en fhe awbisnt &f avermean

ssignment of physically qualified enlisted men prompted the

xamination. Upon completion of clinical investigations and

- 13 -




.ﬁrequired reclassifications were completed, thirty four per cent
of the personnel in the squadron were found to be in "Zone of
Interior" status.g The third phase of Headauarters Squadron
processing was accomplished through individual lnterviews
scheduled during the last week of February for every man in

;the organization. The interview was a complete personal affalrs
check up, covering government lngurance, war bonds, alloSments,
gand legal and similar matters.

The only major complication arising to disturb the
processing routine during the first two months of 1944 was

the increasing number of casuals, officer and enlisted, re-
celved for processing and assignment to Fourth Bomber Command
‘Replacement Training Units.lo With the cooperation of Lt Rabert
;S. Williams, Liason Officer‘attachgﬁ from Fourth Bomber Command
‘eadquarters late in December,11 the nucleus of a revised pro-
iessing syatem for alr crew enlisted men and of an entirely new
Processing plan for alr crew officers began to evolve. On 28
Lebruary, the training program for air crew enlisted men was
nspected by Col James Bossidy, Headquarters Fourth Air Force,
nd Capt George A. Kimmel, Western Technical Training Command.
ggestions made went into plans for a revised air crew train-

ng program to supplement the revisions made in processing.

¥ and Wahruary witheut majer shanges. Until 28 Jahuary,

Hq 8q FAFRD AAF Forms 127a & 127b, Table VI, 29 Feb 44.
e Table II, page 9, Lines "Casual Officers" and "Casual

Gunners, "
iq & Hq Sq, IV BC, SO 268, 21 Dec 43.

The tralning activities of FAFRD were conducted through




direction of the training program was nominally in the hands of

;Maj Donald G. Herring, but actually, since the 8-3 Officer was

jon detached service, Capt Kenneth G. Stitt, assistant 3-3, car-
;ried the regponsibility. On 28 Januvary Capt Carl T. Simons waeg
f§ossigned to FAFRD for duty as acting S-3.

| Two comprehensive Standard Operating Procedures were
1@repared by the 8-3 staff during January and February. Both
f;were lssued on 235 February as unnumbered FAFRD memoranda, en~
2£t1t1ed "Parade Procedureand "Defense Plan."12

Another accomplishment of the Training Bection, in

ooperation with the Special Service and Physical Training

ffice, was the coordination of the training and physilcal fit-
esg programs, The participation of all squadrons, including
=1_Head.qx.uamters Squadron, in a one hgyr perlod of exerclise and
games dally was effective 21 Janua;}. The period was conduc-
ted according to a physical training schedule published by

the S-3 office on 18 January.l®

The officer in charge of the FAFRD Physical Training
Department when the new physical training schedule was adopted
was Lt Harold McCloud. He was relieved of hls duties to attend
a Special Service School on 7 February. The energetic promo-

$ion of the physical fitness program was continued by his suc-

r, Lt Prince H, Beelhe.

See appendices B-3 and B-4.
Hq FAFRD Physical Training Schedule, 18 Jan 44; See Ap-
pendix B-5.




A beautiful two foot mahogany and bronze trophy

awarded Headquarters Squadron on 2 January 1s one fitting

tribute to the work Lt McCloud accomplished at FAFRD. The

Pfc Kenneth Thommsberry (left) and
Pfc Willliam Harding of FAFRD Phys-
ical Training Department hold tro-
prhy for victory in Hammer Fleld in-
tramural point system competition.

§ trophy was awarded for FAFRD teams which rolled up an

gate of 228 pointe in intramural competitions between October
and December 1943 to lead athletes of all other organizations
on Hemmer Field. Headquarters Squadron has permanent possess-
ﬁon of the award.

Another tribute to the FAFRD Physical Training Direc-
[ tor was the 1944 San Joaquin Valley Basketball League chempion-

hip. Although Lt McCloud, a former professional basketball

- 16 -




player, was the spark that set off the champlonship fire in
he Depot quintet, the actual victory wa s won only after a
rd battle to come up from behind, tie for the lead at the
ind of the season, and finally defeat the Fresno Alr Service
ommand Training Center in two strailght games in the play-off
eries}4 The last four weeks of the season were played withe
ut the sharpshooting and coaching of Lt McCloud,who, up to
he date of his departure, was the squad's high point man. g
‘Another basketball championship that fell before the

finslaught'e of FAFRD cagers early in 1944 was snared by the

iegro quintet representing Squadron T-40, FAFRD colored squadson.

Squadron T-40'g Base Basketball Champions.
(Left to Right, Kneeling) Pvt Walter Steven-
son, T Sgt John Spencer, Pvt Jack Gilliam;
(8tanding) Pvt Joseph Alston, Pvt Louls Mor-
gan, Pfc Elmer Bryant, Pvt Earl Johnson,

t was the second stralght Base championship for the Negro
equad, sparked by T Sgt John Spencer, the T-40 First Sergeant.

4. TFresno, Calif., BEE, 1 Mar 44. See Appendix A-5.

- 17 -~



In other special service and morale bullding activ-
ties, the Depot Headquarters Squadron took the lead. The
quadron Morale Committee, with Cpl Samuel M. Nadlech as its

art-time chalrman, prepared two entertalnment events during

‘January and February. Both were enliste& men's parties, with

The men behind the julcy steaks at the Hq
Sq Stag Barbecue (left to right) 8 Sgt

Clement T. Mertens, Cpl Daniel Schultz, M
Sgt Vernon lLakey, Cpl William Case, 8 Sgt
Joe Fabbri, and 8 8gt Wilbur Sheddrick,.

¢ Headquarters Sguadron Commanding Officer, Lt James B. Mc-

8 Jallum, acting as host for his men. The first party held at

eedway Park, Fresno, on Sunday afternoon, 16 January, was a

ag affair advertised as the "Stag Barbecue. "ONo dinner was

ved at the Headquarters Mess on that day, and Depot Mess

‘onnel prepared the barbeoue: An armibsmphirs mad GuraNee

Fresno, Calif.,, BEE, 14 Jan 44, See Appendix A-1.

- 18 =




'rom Fresno clubs provided professional entertailnment to com-

éte an outstandingly successful venture in morale work.

The second Headquerters Squadron party was held on

‘February at the Hotel Celifornian in Fresno.16 The theme

alentine Dance® was carried out when individual valentines

pagssed to every one of the five hundred and fifteen men,

g and guests present. Inclosed with ten of the valentines

“tickets entitling the recipients to one of the door prizes

étwere offered. Another feature of the dance was a jitter-

bug contest won by 8 Sgt and Mrs Harry DuBois, with Headquarters

uadron First Sergeant Arthur Robinson and wife close seconds,

The closing event of the January-February social cal-

ndar was the swank buffet dinner-dance of 15 February. Also

FAFRD Mess Personnel Dinner Dance. Among
guests, Col Louls L, Roberts, FAFRD Com-
manding Officer (left) and Capt Joseph

Healy, S-1 Officer (center foreground).

eld at the Hotel Californian, the party was exclusively for

he men assigned to the various sections of the Depot Mess.

Freesno, Calif., BEE, 10 Jan 44. See Appendix A-2,

- 19 -




FAFRD Mess Personnel BuffetfX Dinner-Dance.
Cpl S. M. Nadisch serving Col and Mrs.Louls
L. Roberts

obert B. Bilggin, FAFRD Megs Officer, planned and promoted

party. Guests of Honor were Col Louis L. Roberts, Gommanding

Guestes at Buffet Dinner-Dance,
(left to right) Lt J. B. McCal-
lum, Headquarters Squadron Com-
manding Officer, Headquarters
Squadron First Sergeant and Mrs.
A, G. Robinson, Cpl.S. M.Nadisch,
and Capt Jose L. Hernandez,FAFRD
Air Inspector.

£ the Depot, and Mra. Robwerbts, as well as & number of

high ranking FAFRD officers and their wives.
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APPENDIX C (CONFIDENTIAL) No Items

APPENDIX D (SECRET) No Items



FOURTH AIR FORCE REPLACEMENT DEPOT HISTORY
Fourth Air Force Replacement Depot
Hammer Field, Fresno, California

Chronological Historical Data

Date EVENT Reference

Smbmid Completion of Headquarters Squadron personal Hq Sqg
affairs check-up, including government in-
surance and war bond campalgn

3-5-44 Job analysis of all individual jobs per- Classif.
formed in FAFRD undertaken

3-7~44 Provisional Squadron G-1 (Flying Officers) Hg Sq
formally organized. Maj Willliam J. Morgan
commanding.

3=10-44 Pfc Morris Levich, Provisional Squadron 42, BOMBAY
purchases $10,000 worth of War Bonds 15 Mar 1944

3-1l~44 Lt Col Frank A, Flynn attached for duty M/R 11 Mar
in organizing training program for Alr 1944
Crew personnel, Hq Tonopah AAF1l4d SO 67.

3=13-44 FAFRD Guard Squadron act;v@%ed, including Hq Sq
25 EM, for special duty as base guard and
instruction in Military Police duties

3-15-44 Cpl Michael A. Guerriero and Cpl Harold A. Par 4, SO 77

' Steifman, Hq Sq, transferred to Army Alr

Force Administration Officer Candidate
Sehool

3=15~44 'Last of 850 individual Income Tax returns Legal Office
prepared for men of FAFRD and submitted
by Legal Office

3=15=44 Processing program and trailning schedule Ltr Hq IV BC 353,

for Air Crew officers and enlisted men "Reception and
initiated Administrative
: Processing of Air
Crew Personnel"
4 Mar 1944,

8q G-1; 8-3



3-18-44 Conference at Headquarters, Fourth Ailr Force, San Ad)}
Franclsco, attended by Ma) Thomas J. White, Capt

Jogeph Healy, Capt Alton J. Hedges, and Lt Rich-

5-20~44

S=ll=id

3=-21-44

3=22=44

3=23~44

O-24=44

+3-2T=44

3-28-44

3-29=44

3-29-44

3=30=~44

3-30~44

ard M. Gruen. BSubject: Manning Table.

New policy of administering Physical Achieve-
ment Tegt on day enlisted man reports for shipw
Ping inaugurated.

Col Louls L. Roberts, Maj] Thomas J. White and
Lt Richard A, Gruen vigit Lemoore Army Air
Field to gather data necessary for new Station
Manning Table,

Conference at Headquarters Fourth Air Force
attended by Col Louls L. Roberts

Classification and assignment procedures in-
spected by Lt Col Giddings and Capt Hartley,
Headquarters, War Department.

FAFRD Departments relieved of duties for one
half hour to attend Red Skelton performance

Party for personnel of FAFRD Supply Section

Guard Squadron personnel transferred to De-
tachment A, Provost Marshall, Section, AAB,
Hammer Field, Calif., for spécial duty.

Party for personnel of FAFRD Transportation
Seotion

Army Air Force Aid Society Membership Drive
begun

Cabaret style buffet supper dance for person-
nel of FAFRD Medical Section at Hotel Calif-
ornian Ballroom, Fresno, 2030.

Squadron 41 cited for March award "For Excel-
lence."

Received Headquarters Fourth Air Force General
Order #48, 28 March 1944, ordering disbandment
and inactivation of FAFRD, for reorganization
ag 46lst Army Air Force Base Unit, effective
2400 31 March 1944

Shpg-Reovg

Ad})

Ad}

Clasgif
Ad)

3-4

Par 4,

S-4
Ad)

Hq 38q

30 86

Par 2, DB 90

A4}



3-30-44 Headquarters Squadron Training Program (30 week) Hg Sq
inltiated by S-3. g-3

3-3lw44 2400 FAFRD inactivated. Final rosters submitted Hq FAF GO 48
28 Mar 1944

Par 10,80 91



"FOURTH AIR FORCE REPLACEMENT DEPOT
Hammer Field, Fresno, Californila

Monthly History

1l March 1944 through 31 March 1944

(In Two Parts: I. General.
ITI. Inactivation and Change of Station.)

I, GENERAL

There were 5,266 enlisted men and 683 officers in
the Fourth Air Force Replacement Depot on 1 March 1944 (as-
slgned and casual strength included). In mid-March, total
enlisted strength increased to 5,359, while officer strength
declined to 534. Final rosters of the organization upon in-
activation at 2400 31 March carried 5,098 enlisted men and
844 officers, 739 of whom were A1TC rew officers.1

Note 1: FOURTH AIR FORCE REPLACEMENT DEPOT
Hammer Field, Fresno, California

Officer and Enlisted Strength, 1, 15 and 31 March 1944.%

1 March 15 March 31 March
TOTAL OFFICERS 683 534 844
Attached unassigned
Air Crew personnel 595 403 739
Other Officers 15 50 16
Total 610 453 755
Assigned 73 81 89
TOTAL ENLISTED MEN 5266 5359 5098
Attached unassigned
Ailr Crew Personnel 1338 1248 1565
Non Air Crew 3373 35651 2967
Total 4711 4799 4532
Asslgned 545 560 566
MDY 1 V -5 ¢ A% Al " o ® 7 Y, 5 P e




Demand for phe most sweeping change in FAFRD opera-
ting procedure in March arose from the high percentage of air
crew personnel, both officer and enlisted, in Depot strength
figures. Acting upon the request of the IV Bomber Command,z
the Depot outlined a comprehensive fourteen day processing
and tralning program for flying 6fficers and air crew enlis-
ted personnel. Inauguration of the program was scheduled for
15 March, as outlined in a FAFRD indorsement of the IV Bomber
Command letter.5 On 11 March, Lt Col Frank A, Flynn, execu-
tive officer of Tonopah Army Air Field, arrifed? for special
duty at Hommer Field in connection with the new processing.

The Air Crew Officers Section, which acquired sta-
tus of a provisional squadron (Squadron G-1) on 7 March when
its personnel were transferred frgg the Headquarters Sguadron
Morning Report, was expanded to oc;upy twice the space peevi-
ously assigned to it in Building 102. A six step processing
gchedule 1s completed there on the first day of the two week
officer training schedule.® Air crew enlisted personnel are
processed by the -by—the FAFRD Personnel Office through Squad-
ron G.6 Upon completion of the processing, training respon-
sibility devolves upon 8-3. The schedule includes six days
training at Hammer Field and seven days at Mt. Owens Rifle

Range.6 Shipping orders are prepared when training has been

Note 2: Hq IV Bomber Comd, 4BCAT-2, ltr 353, "Reception and
Adminiatrative Prooesaing of Combat Personnel, " 19 Feb 1044.

Note 3: 1Ibid., 24 Ind, Hq FAFRD, 10 Mar 1944,

Note 43 Hq Tonopah AAFl1ld, Tonopah, Nev., 80 67, 7 Mar 1944,

Note 5¢ FAFRD Air Crew Personnel Processing Forms AC-1l, AC-2,
AC-50 inclosed. Appendix B-1, B-2, B-3.

Note 6: Training Schedules inclosed. Appendix B-4, B-5.
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completed., Close coordination of the training, assignment and
shipping sections makes it possible to ship a man within three
days of completion of tralinlng.

No major changes altered the routine of non ailr crew
training in the Depot during March. With appropriate ceremo-

nles at the 30 March Retreat parade, Squadron 41, under the

Col Loule L. Roberts bestowing March award
"For Merit" upon Guidon of Squadron 41. Left
to right: Col Roberts, Capt Carl T.Simons,
8.3, Lt Robert D. Pape, Sgt Charles Aydelotte.

command of Lt Robert D. Pape,'received the March Air Inspector
award "For Excellence® among the provisional squadrons.’
Also on 30 March, the first sesslon, an orientation

lecture, in a thirty week training course for Headquarters

Note 7: FAFRD Daily Bulletin #90, par 2, 30 Mar 1944; See
Appendix B-6. , '



Squadron enlisted personnel was held. The training course is
administered by S«3.

Earlier in March, Headquarters Squadron completed
a thorough check-up on the status of personal affairs ot
enlisted men of the organization. The personnel office con-
tributed the services of interviewer Pfc Charles A. Carr for
a one week period, When interviews were completed on 4 March,
Pfc Carr had written a total of $267,000 worth of government
insurance, increased from 2.9 per cent to 4.9 per cent the
portion of the total squadron monthly base pay allotted for
War Bonds, and assisted in the preparation of numerous wills,
powers of attorney, and other legal matters.8

Note 8: BOMBAY, Hammer Field, Calif., 8 Mar 1944, Appendix A-1l,

—————

TSupersalesman® Charlie Carr (rt) interwiewing
Pfc Ropbert R. Price, Headquarters Squadron,ze-
garding personal affalirs, lnsurance and bonds.

7 -



Though hailed as a significant achievement, the re-
sults of the entire Headquarters Squadron bond campalgn were

dwarfed a week later by a single purchase made by a casual in

W sora-10- PMARCH-44-G-383, P8
. . euwrva 10,000 DOLLAR WK
‘ L L.MIre CHELL , HAMM

Pfc Morris Levich, squadron 42, purchases $10,000
vorth of War Bonds from Lt William L. Mitchell.
Witnessing are Lt Jack B. Fererson, squadron C.O,,

and T 3gt Joe D, White, sguadron first sergeant,

Provisional Squadron 42, Pfc Morrig Levich made a cash pur-

chase of $10,000 worth of War Bonds on 10 March 1944,
Such an occurence may well be interpreted as an in-

dication of exceptionally nigh morale among enlisted men of

the Depot. To some extent this may be attributed to continuous

s



and consclentious effort to maintain a high morale on the part
of permanent personnel. Three departmental parties in March
contributed to the achievement of that goal. The major soclel
event occurred on 29 March, when personﬁel of the Medical De-
partment held a cabaret style buffet luncheon dance at Fresno's
Eotel Californian. Two smaller parties held on the Base were
sponsgored by S—4 for Supply and Transportation personnel, re-
spectively, on 24 and 28 March.

For the whole Depot, .the entertainment sgpotlight for
the month focused upon Thursday, 23 March. On that afternoon,
departmental activities were closed down to a minimum for one
half hour while personnel assembled on the parade grounds to
be entertained by comedian Red Skelton and company.

Among the miscellaneous activities during the month
wes work on more than 850 individwal income tax returns com-
pleted for Depot personnel by the FAFRD Legal Office before
'midnight 15 March. Miscellany worthy of note might also in-
clude the transfer of two Headquarters Squadron enlisted men,
Cpl Michael A, Guerriero and Cpl Harold A, Steifman, both of
New York, to the Army Air Force Administration Officer Candi-
date School.9 Orders received with the quota directed the
men to repbrt to Miami Beach, Florida, but were amended by
receipt of a telegram announcing the opening of a school at
Ban Antonlo, Texas, and directing the men to report there.lo

Note 9t Hqg FAFRD g0 77, Par 4, 16 Mar 1044,
Note 10: TWX CG FAF San Francisco, Calif,, GR 198, 20 Mar 1944.



II, INACTIVATION AND CHANGE OF STATION

Commended on the eve of 1ts dlsbandment by Maj Gen
William E. Lynd for satisfactory performance of its missionl
during the nineteen months it served the Fourth Ailr Force,
the Fourth Alr Force Replacement Depot prepared to disband
as the month of March drew to a close. Headquarters Fourth
Air Force Generali Order Number 48, dated 28 March 1944, or-
dering dlsbandment and 1nact;vat10n, was recelved on 30 March.
Inactivation was accomplished at 2400 31 March,.?

At 0001 1 April, all personnel of the FAFRD were
transferred in grade to the 461st Army Air Force Base Unit,
activated under Section III of General Order 48. The fact
that Hammer Field was designated only as the temporary loca-
tion of the 461lst brought into sh%fp focus months of discus-~
sion concerAing the transfer of tﬁ; FAFRD to a new base,

The proposal to transfer the organization to Lemoore
Army Air Field, Lemoore, California, became a possibility upon
the transfer of that base from the Army Alr Fofce Western

S effective at a

Fighter Training Command to Fourth Air Force,
date to be determined by the respective commanding officers.
The possiblility of transfer to that base advanced sufficiently

during March to Justify two newspaper releages to announce

Note 1: Hq FAF Ltr 380 "Commendation" 31 March 1944; See
Appendix A-2.

ote 2: FAFRD S0 91, par 10, 31 Mar 1944,

lote 3: WD Circular 103, Sec I, 11 Mar 1944,

o
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that Col Louls L. Roberts, FAFRD commanding officer, would
in the near future take command of the Lemoore installation.?

A first step toward the establishment of a seperate
Base for the FAFRD was seen in the organlzation of a Guard
Squadron of twenty-five men, hesded by T Sgt Thomas P. Dale,
on 13 March. The squadron was organized primarily for the
purpose of training the men in Military Police duties, and to
assist the Hammer Field Base guards and Fresno Military Police.
On 27 March, the squadron was transferred as attached for
special duty with Detachment A, Provost Marshall Section, Army
Ailr Bage, Hammer Field.5

The first of two conferences during March on the sub-
Ject of the transfer and the new Station Manning Table trans-
rired on 18 March at Fourth Alr Force Headquarters. The cone
ference was attended by Ma} Thoma¥ J. White, Executive Officer,
Capt Joseph Healy, S-l, and Capt Alton J. Hedges, S-4, and
Pt Richard M. CGruen, Statistical Officer. A second confer-
ence was held at Lemoore on 21 March, attended by Col Roberts,

Maj White, and Lt Cruen.

Note 4; Fresno BEE, Fresno, Calif,, 31 March 1944: Fresno
GUIDE, Fresno, Calif., 6 April 1944,
Note 5: FAFRD SO 86, Par 4, 27 March 1944.
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4618T ARMY AIR FORCE BASE UNIT HISTORY

461st Army Air Force Base Unit
Heammer Field, Fresno, Californla

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORICAL DATA

_Date EVENT Reference

1 Apr 44 461st Army Air Force Base Unit activated FAF GO #48,
at 0001 at Hammer Field, Calif. (tempor- 28 Mar 44;
ary location); Col Louls L. Roberts, 461lpt AAF BU
Commanding M/R 1 Apr 44;

461lst AAF BU
G0 #1, 1 Apr 44

1l Apr 44 Orientation Program: "A Fighting Man" 8-2
gseries of Signal Corps Motion Plctures

1 Apr 44 Eighty-nine officers assigned principle 46lst AAF BU
duties with 46lst AAF Base Unit, under S0 #1, par 8,
Fourth Air Force Directorate plan 1 Apr 44

2 Apr 44 Advance copy of AAF Manual 35-1 received Clagsif.
by Classification Section

3 Apr 44 Flt O Harlan G. Chase assilned to 46lst 46lst AAF BU
AAF BU as asgsistant Shipping Officer Sq A M/R

3 Apr 44 Maj Donald G. Herring relleved from 8q A M/R
agsignment, transferred to attached to

' 461st AAF BU

3 Apr 44 Lt Charles W. Comer relieved from assign- Sq A M/R
ment and dquties as Medical Officer

3 Apr 44 Lt Theodore B. Common aasigned to 46lst Sq A M/R
AAF BU as agsistant Mess Officer

3 Apr 44 Lecture and field work series (four week) 8-3
for enlisted men of 8quadron A begun by
Capt Kenneth G. 8titt, Subject: camo-
flauge discipline.

8 Mar 44 Lagt class graduated from School for Classif.;

Clagsification Speclallsts.

VO FAF (Clagsif
ofrr.



Date EVENT Reference

8 Apr 44 Orlentation Program: "Pride in Your Out-  8-2
£it" lecture by Lt John E. Hills

8 Apr 44 Squadron C activated of colored personnel 46lst AAF BU
(permanent party) formerly in Squadron A GO #3, 8 Mar 44

9 Apr 44  Speclal Easter Chepel services held at Chaplain
Camp Mt. Owens and in Bage Chapel

9 Apr 44 Lt Melvin L. Reimer relieved from assign- §6}st AAF BU
ment and duties as assistant Classificas 8q A M/R
tion Officer

10 Apr 44 Largest officer shipment ever made up by Ship-Recv
this unit (438 officers) transferred via
all first-class troop train to Lincoln,¥ebr.

12 Apr 44 Squadron A enlisted men's dance at Hotel Sq A
Californian, Fresno, 2030

13 Apr 44 Banquet for personnel assigned to Squad- Sq C
ron C at Hughes Hotel, Fresno, 1830

13 Apr 44 Draft of new Manning Table submitted to Stat.Off.
Fourth Air Force for approxgl

13 Apr 44 Work of Chaplaincy in Colored Section of Chaplain
461lst AAF BU turned over to Chaplains of

450th AAF BU, to permlt greater attentlon

to work at Mt. Owens Rifle Range

13 Apr 44 Report on Army Air Force Ald Society Ad)
membership campaign

13 Apr 44 Survey of Morale of permanent party en- Air Insp
listed men (Squadron A) completed

14 Apr 44 Maj Hugh B. Knight assigned to 46lst 461let AAF BU
AAF BU for duty as Director of Opera- M/R, Sq A
tions and Tralning; vice Capt Carl T.
Simons relieved, appointed Training Officer

14 Apr 44 Building 103, office of the Ailr Inspector Alr Insp
and print shop, damaged by fire of unde-
termined origin at 1743

16 Apx 44 Orientstion Progrems fWhat the Boldier B2
Thinks, * symposium directed by Lt John

W. Gates
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Date EVENT Reference

16 Apr 44 Profisional Squadron organization re- 4618t AAF BU
vised GO #4, 16 Apr 44

16 Apr 44 Lt Col Morris Bush, Hq AAF, present on Ad)}
POR Inspection

17 Apr 44 Lt Kenneth H, Duff relieved from assign- 46lst AAF BU
ment and duties as agsistant Supply Off- Sq A M/R
icer; Lt Theodore B. Common relieved from
assignment and duties as asslstant Mess
Officer

18 Apr 44 Lt Alfred F. Robingon relieved from assign- 46lst AAF BU
ment and duties as Training Officer 8q A M/R

19 Apr 44 Annual Inspection begun A3

20 Apr 44 Lt Francis J. Lewls assigned to 46lst 461st AAF BU
AAF BU as assistant Supply Officer; Lt Sq A M/R
James A, Lynch assigned to 461lst AAF BU -
ag Training Officer; Lt Thomas L. Craig
assigned to 46lst AAF BU as assilstant Air
Inspector

20 Apr 44 First 461st Talent Night resented for Spec Serv
500 enlisted men (casualsg) at Service Club

21 Apr 44 Revision of Job Analysis begun Classif,

22 Apr 44 Orientation Program: Lecture on current 8S-2

' events delivered by Lt James A. Lynch

24 Apr 44 Chemical Warfare Service and 8-3 instruc- 8-3
tors occupy Building T-212, 461st AAF BU
School Building

24 Apr 44 1Increage in Malapia Control aﬁd Sex Hyglimsme 8-3
instruction incorporated in tralining pro-
gram for ailr crew personnel

24 Apr 44 One week series of Sex Hyglene lectures Medics
for Squadron A personnel begun .

24 Apr 44 461lst AAF BU Classification Bulletin #6  Classif

26 Apr 44 Hg 46let AAP BU Ltr 801.6/68 directed te Olaasif

Commanding General, Army Alr Forces, at-



Date

EVENT —Reference

28

26

26

27

*27

- 29

29

29

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

tentlion Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
Personnel, requesting authority to admin-
ister tests.

Birthday and anniversary celebration in - Adj
honor of Col Louis L. Roberts and Mrs
Roberts; surprise party in Blue Room, Ho-
tel Californian, at 2030

Lt Robert A. Vopacke relieved from assign-46lst AAF BU
ment and duties as assistant Personnel Sq A M/R
Officer ‘ ‘

Lt Col Raeman, Fourth Bomber Command Plans Off Sect
& Training Officer, Fourth Bomber Command,

orders higher priority on pistol qualifica-

tion in training of air crew personnel

Check from Custodian Fourth Air Force Spe- Ad]
cial Fund in the amount of $1375.50, pay-

able to Custodian 461lst AAF BU Fund (allot-
ted at rate of $1.50 per enlisted person,
according to proposed Manning Table

461st Special Service Show "Black Out® pre- Spec Serv
sented at Service Club .,
Monthly Squadron Efficiency Rating award DB 28, par 5
won by Squadron T-42 28 Apr 44

Orentation Program: “Ramrod to Emden, " s-2
Confidential War Department film; talk on
current events by Pfe¢ Guy C. Mitchell

MaJ Hugh B. Knight, Director of Operations, S-3
conferred with Capt Louis J. Fuller, Fourth
Air Force, on weapons and proppective firing
ranges at Lemoore Field



4618T ARMY AIR FORCE BASE UNIT HISTORY

461st Army Air Force Base Unit
Hammer Field, Fresno, Californla

1 April 1944 to 30 April 1944

The 461lst Army Air Fofce Bage Unit,}activated and
organlized in accordance with the "streamlined® plan for oper-
atlon of the Fourth Air Force, was activated at 0001 1 April
1944, upon authority contained in Fourth Air Force General
Order 48, Section III, 28 March 1944, Command of the organi-
zation was assumed through 461st AAF Base Unit General Order
1, 1 April 1944, by Col Louis L. Roberts, formerly Commanding
Officer of the Fourth Air Force Replacement Depot.1 General
Order 2, 2 1ssued by the 461st AAF Base Unit on the same date,
outlined the simple conversion of former FAFRD provisional
units to the organlzational requirements of the new outfit.
The generic connection between the 46lst AAF Base Unit and
the FAFRD can be verified in comparison of the final and
initial rosters submitted by the two units. All personnel of the
former organization were transférred in grade to the latter,

No unite that had not existed under the FAFRD were
created. The change was one of designation only. Headquar-
ters Squadron became Squadron A. Squadrons G-1 (Officers),

G (Air Crew enlisted men) and S were redesignated Squadrons

1. Inootivaved 2360 B1 Mar 44; FAF a0 #4Q, Rea I, RA Kar 44.
2. 46lst AAF BU G0 #2, 1 Apr 44; See Appendix B-l.



T-1, T-11, and T-46, respectively. One week later, on 8 April,
a more functional change was effected in the activation of
Squadron C for the nine Negro permanent party satisted men for-
merly assigned to Sgquadron A, The activation was ordered in
461st AAF Bage Unit General Order 3, 8 April 1944, and was made
in accordance with Fourth Alr Force directives governing the
organization of unite.’
A more comprehensive change in the provisicnal
squadrons was effected by 461st AAF BHse Unit General Order 4,
issued 16 A.pril.4 Necessitated by the declining proportion of
non alr-crew casuals and the steadily increasing number of cas-
uals earmarked for Replacement Training Unite of the Fourth
Bomber Gommandfsthe change involved inactivation of two of the
"T-® Squadrons, T-44 and T-45. Simultaneously, Squadron T-12
wags activated under the command';}:Lt John W. Gates to supple-
ment Squadron T-1ll in accomodations for the ailr crew enlisted
men. Lt John W. Gates, formerly commanding officer of non
alr crew provisional units, described the difference between
the two typee of proceseing as "mostly a matter of the kind
of training g;iven,"6 which, with minor differences in other
phases of processing, encouraged the complete geparation of
alr crew and non air corew personnel through all stages of the

processing, and the organization of separate provisional units.

3. FAF Memo 20-5, 28 Mar 44,

4, 461gt AAF BU GO #4, 16 April 1944. See Appendix B-2.
5. ©See Table I, P"461st AAF BU Strength, " page 7.

6. Gates, John W., let Lt, AC, interviewed 4 May 1944.



TABLE I
APRIL, 1944, 461ST ARMY AIR FORCE BASE UNIT
OFFICER AND ENLISTED STRENGTH

1 April 15 April 30 April
TOTAL OFFICERS , 828 606 571
TOTAL ENLISTED MEN 5008 4590 3569
Assigned Officers -1 89 88
Casual Officers 723 450 435
(Air Crew)
Cagual Officers 16 67 48
(Non Air Crew)
Agsigned Enlisted Men 566 563 542
Casual Enlisted Men
Gunners 1566 1813 1550
Negro Personnel 138 72 42
Other Casuals 2829 2142 1435
Total Casuals 4532 4027 3027

Data from 4§15t‘AAFBU Statistical Office

Asgignment of former FAFRD officers to the 461gt AAF

Bage Unit' was & more complex task than the conversion of the
provisional units. Agailn, the apparently revolutionary chan-
ges required for compliance with Fourth Alr Force Memorandum
20-5 were organizational rather than functional. In other
words, most officere continued to perform the same dutles as
had been theirs within the FAFRD, although some held new ti-
tles consistent with the Directorate System of organization
established throughout the Fourth Air Force. Three Director-
atee in the 46lst AAF Base Unit were that of Administration

and Services, assigned to Capt Joseph C. Healy, former FAFRD

7. 46lst AAF BU S0 1, 1 Apr 44; See Appendix B-3.
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8-1 Officer, the Director of Operations and Training, former
acting 823 Officer Capt Carl T. Simons, and Director of Supply
and Maintenance, Capt Alton J. Hedges, former FAFRD S-4 Officer,
An entirely new post, that of Troop Commander, was aseigned Lt
James B, McCallum, who retained his former duties in commanding
S8quadron A, and subsequently Squadron C, as well.

Because he wae currently on temporary duty as Alr-Wac
Recruiting Officer at Fourth Air Force Headquarters, one of the
veteran FAFRD officers was omitted from the 46lst AAF Base Unit
assignmente. He was Maj Donald G. Herring, former S-3 Officer.
¥hen relieved of assignment on 3 April, he retained the status
of attached to the organization. Other officers relleved of

8 assls-

assignment during April included Lt Robert A. Vopacke,
tant Personnel Officer, and Second Lieutenants Charles W. Comer,
Melvin L. Reimer, Kenneth H, DufP? Theodore B. Common, and Al-
fred F. Robinson. One other important change in officer per-
sonnel was the arrival of Maj Hugh B. Knight, who assumed the
dutiee of Director of Operations. Capt Simons, relieved of
that post, was reassigned as a Training Officer.

The major social event for 461st AAF Basge Unit
officers in April hinged upon the birthday of the Command-
ing Officer, Col Louis L. Roberts on 26 April, and the twenty-

fourth anniversary celebrated by Col and Mre Roberts on 27

April. All assigned officers participated in the birthday

B. Biographliosl sketoh omitted upon the adviee of the Offiace
of the Director of Administration that officer wlll be re-
turning to the 46lst AAF BU in the near future.
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celebration, sharing the huge birthday cake baked for the Com-

manding Officer by cooks assigned to the organization mess.

y . P
YSORAFAU-26 APRIL-YH-G-491  COL. L.OU, ERTS ANO BIRTH-
oAy CA{{E, HAMMER FIELD, (CALIF. /’ O BIR

- _ -
Birthday Surprise for the 461last AAF Base
Unit Commander, Col lLouis L, Roberts,

Obgervance of the Anniversary was as much of a surprise &s

the afternoon birthday party. The Anniversary party, held
in the Blue Room of the Hotel Californian, Fresno, was atten-
ded by approximately 2w$nty-f1ve officers and wives. It was
held in the evening of 26 April.

From the never ebbing flow of colorful enlisted per-
sonalities through processing lines and provisional squadrons
of the 461st AAF Base Unit, 1t 1s dAifficult to plck one or two

Aa higtoria, Allewing ell the »ast to remain in oblivion. It

would, nevertheless, be equally difftcult to find excuse for



omigaion of the two accounts that follow from the historical
record for April.

The first is the dramatic story of S Sgt Robert
Geshay, Racine, Wiscongin, casual assigned to Squadron T-45
while awaiting feassignment to active
duty. The Hammer Field newspaper,
BOMBAY® reported that Geshay, during
his thirteen months of combat sérvice
with the Seventh Air Force, was cred-
ited with single-handedly sinking a
Japanese ship. The munitions carried
on the vessel exploded when strafed
by the machine guns Geshay manned in
a B-24 Liberator bomber.

~
The exploits of another

cagual, Sgt Nicholas Marcello, took

l HAIE"I;?I ON I}IP% S/ggt. Bl‘;t;
: ! 3 ron
place in the Orderly Room of Squadron 2615t base upit. looks vretty des
termined heré, even In this infor-
mal pose ‘-“atf‘{’.t‘f’his Racine, Wis.,
T-45. There was little heroism, but W proved. whan “ho' stented .
Jap ship to' pleces not too long
ago. . '

BOMBAY, 19 Apr 44
act that gave life to four young jJackrabbits, offspring of an

an amazingly kind heart behind the

animal killed by a stray dog in the squadron area. Experlenced
veterinarians would probebly have called the operation an ex-
tremely difficult one. Marcello promptly surveyed the problem
and decided that the Boy Scout knife he carried would have to

do the trick. 8 Bgt John Quinones, another cagual was drafted

9. BOMBAY, Hammer Field, Calif.,19 Apr 44; See Appendix A-l
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ags Marcello!s assistant, and the unusual operation was begun.

Although two of the babies died, the operation was considered

Sgt Nicholas Marcello,and four baby rab-
bits that survived the amateur Ceasarean

amazingly successful by virtue of the survival of four of the
young ones. They.made themeeives at home 1n‘the Orderly Room. 10
The conversions, consolidations and reassignments in-
volved in activation of the new unit were scarcely settled when
the seven officers and warrant officersgéomprising the Fourth Air
Force Inspector General's gtaff for the annual inspection arri-
ved. Begun on 19 April and completed on 22 April, the inspec-
tion opened all phases of 461st AAF Bage Unit activity to the
scrutiny of Lt Col L. A. Braun, Majors L. V. Bruno, R. B, Gard,

8¢ Re Pattans, and W-qh, arid Wasrant QOfftomra Py Re Halbtaren and

10, BOMBAY, Hammer Field, Calif,19 Apr 44; See Appendlx A-2.
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E. 8. Samens. An informal report on the inspection received
on 24 April was favorable in virtually all respects, and all
inconsistenclies noted were immediately brought to the atten-
tion of the department heads concerned.

Although the 461st AAF Base Unit was activated at
Hammer Field, that location was specifically designated as
temporary. Plans for the transfer of the unit to Lemoore Army
Air Field, Lemoore, California, evolved smoothly through
April, towsrd an unspecified moving date between 20 May and
1l June. A draft copy of the.Manning Table proposed for the
new station was submitted for approval to Fourth Alr Force
on 13 April. The process of revising the draft continued
through the month.

Algo affe cted by the proposed transfer was the 461st
AAF Base Unit Job Analysis, the Rirst draft of which was sub-
mitted early in April. On 21 April, it was returned to the
Classification section for revision to suilt outlined require-
‘ments for the new Base, as prepared by the Executive Officer.
The first draft, when returned to the Classification Section
men who submitted i1t, bore & note of commendation from the
Commanding Officer, Preparation of the Job Analysis was large-
ly the work of Pfc Virden H. Bimm, assisted by Pfc Claire Tat- |
ton and Cpl Wilmer Brewster, all of the Classification Section.

Cpl Brewster became available for work on the Job
Analysis only after the graduation of the last claass of the

Fourth Ailr Force School for Olassification Specialists on
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8 Aprii. The school, which had been conducted under the super—
vision of 8 Sgt Raymond T. Ayer since December 1942, had accom-
plished 1ts mission of training an adequate reserve of classi-
ficatlion men for the Fourth Air Force. Its closing was author-
ized by the Fourth Air Force Classification Officer.

Another April accomplishment of the Classification
Se &tion was thg thorough study of new Army Alr Force directives
on "Military Personnel Classification and Duty Assignment" enm-
bodied in Army Air Force Manual 35-1, 3 April 1944, On 24 Ap-
ril , a digest of'the éomplex manual, as 1t affects classifi-
cation procedures within the 46lst AAF Bage Unit, was prepared
and issued &s a gulde for personnel assigned to the sectlon.ll

Farther along the 46lst AAF Bage Unit processing
line, the Training Section under the Director of Operations was
also busy through April. Trainiﬁ@ alr crew personnel, both
officer and enlisted, continued a primary concern. The entire
ymonth was spent in drafting revisions to the training sched-
ules previously establlshed.12 One decision reached during the
month was that increased emphasis was to be placed upon Malaria
Control and Sex Hygiene instruction. This was achieved with
the cooperation of the Medical Section. Another question
raised 1n regard to tralining air crew personnel developed when

Col Raeman, Plans and Training Section, Fourth Bomber Command,

ordered, in a telephone conversation with Squadron T-1, a higher

T asTen ARF nu Gleumrriomninan Rullatin #6, 24 Apr 44: See
Appendix B-4.
12, See FAFRD History 1 Mar 44-31 Mar 44, Appendices B-4 & 5.
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priority on pistol qualificatlon. Compllance was brought
within the realm of possibility when & hundred pleces were
secured through Quartermaster. The future aspects of the
problem-problemy after the transfer to Lemoore Fleld, were
considered by Maj Hugh B. Knight, Director of Operations,
in conferences with Capt L., J. Fuller, Fourth Air Force.
The two officers met on 29 April to consider availability
of weapons and potential rangeQ facilities at the prospec-
tive new base,

During the month of April, the Training Section
supervised 3,623 attempts at qualification in arms at the Mt.
Owens Rifle Range. Weapons available for qualification were
the M191l1l Al calibre .45 US Pistol, the Model Al Thompson sub-
machine gun, and the Oarblne.l3 In addition to the range work,
the Treining Section saw 1,710 caguals through the Mt. Owens

infiltration course,

12. See Table II for Qualifications.

N————

' TABLE II
APRIL, 1944, QUALIFICATIONS IN ARMS
461st Army Air Force Bage Unit

M1011 Al Model Al Thompson
Cal.45 US Pistol 0C8rbPine® gpmachine gun
Total Men Fired 1677 “ 391 1656
Percent Quelified 48,74 93.3% 98.2%
Expert 41 138 1208
Sharpshooter 87 110 331
Marksman 645 117 86
UnQualified 814 26 30

“Data from 46ist AAF DU Statistioal Office




In addition to 1ts routine activities, the Training
Section devoted two hours dailly through the month of April to
the training program for personnel of Squadron A. The first
three weeks were devoted to lecture and field work in camo-
flauge discipline, supervised by Capt Kenneth G. Stitt. The
fourth week of lectures, delivered by members of the Medical
staff, were on Sex Hyglene, and included motion pictures sup-
plied by the Training Section. |

The last wgek of lectures to Squadron A men was de-
livered in the new 46last AAF Bage Unit School Building, occu-
pled jointly after 24 April by the Chemical Warfare Section
and the Training Section projectionists and instructors. The
quarters are in newly constructed Building T-212,

At the farthest extreme of the 461lst AAF Base Unit
processing line, the Shipping Se;¥1on noted two extraordinary
events during the month of April. The firset, on 10 April,
was the transfer of the largest single offlcer shipment ever
made up at this unit (four hundred and thirty-eight officers).
The transfer involved preparation of an all first-class troop
train, the first of its kind to move on orders issued from the
Section. The second event, a culmination of all the process-
ing activities in the organization, was the transfer of the
first complete unit designated for overseas replacement, Pro-

cessing of this unit was begun on 3 April, The unit, of one

hundred and forty~eix onlisted men, ene warrant officer, andg
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four officers, was ready to move on 18 April, after the Pre-
paration for Overseas Replacement Inspection by Lt Col Morris
Bush on 16 April.l%

One of the most dramatic incidents to take place in
April was the destruction of the 461lst AAF Base Unit Air In-
spector's Office and the adjlacent print shop and publications
office. Fire of an undetermined origin gutted Building 103
at 1743 Friday, 14 April, destroying some equipment and most
of the forms and publications stored there.‘ Records of the
Inspector were not geriously damaged. New quarters for the
Inspector's staff were found in Building 66, and the print
shop was moved to an abandoned hospital mess hall in Bullding
83, to resume normal operstions.

Unhindered by the losses resulting from the fire,
the Air Inspedtor completed its“monthly inspection contest to
determine the most efficlent provisional squadron. Squadron
T-42, under the command of Lt Jack B, Fergerson, was proclaimed
the April winner on 28 April.15 The unit did not take posses-
lon of ite "For Merit' banner because of inclement weather on
the day scheduled for the Retreat and award ceremony.

Another unique project of the Air Inspector in April
was a survey of the morale of permanent party enlisted men 1in

Squadron A.16 The survey was in the form of a simple

14, 480th AAF BU SO 94, 16 Apr 44,

15, 46lst AAF BU Daily Bulletin #28 28 Apr 44; See
Appendix B-5.

J8. BSee Appendix A-4,



questionnaire, results of which constituted a sample of approxi-
mately twenty-five percent of the Squadron. Findings when tabu-
lated were!lv

¥ . ..elghty five percent are satiefied with present
Job assignment; fifteen per cent often find fault with
the food in the mess hall; ninety per cent take pride
in their organization; elghty per cent feel that ratings
hawe not been given to men who deserve them; seventy-
five percent have a Hgh esteem for the officers under whom
they serve; fifty per cent feel that their officers have
a personal interest in their welfare; forty-five per cent
worry about. their future in the Army; seventy-five per
cent worry about their future after the war upon being
discharged; eighty percent feel that their officers ex-
plainfverything they need to know in order to do properly
what Ehey want done; elghty per cent do not want overseas
duty.

From the refreshing note of candor that marked all the replies,
it can be further concluded that the simple opportunity to
exprese opinions in this fashion was a boost for an already
high morale. "\
During April, serious consideration of the morale
of the casual personnel of the 461lst AAF Base Unit, as well
'ag of the permanent party, was indicated in the inauguration
of a carefully concelved series of weekly orientation pro-
greams presented through the Directer of Security and Public
Relations. On the first Saturday in the April series, a
motion picture topic, "A Fighting Man," was shown. Next
was a stimulating lecfﬁre by provisional squadron commander
Lt John E, Hillg, on "Pride in Your Outfit." The third week's

pProgram was & aymposium en "What the Beldsier Thinka, " direoted

by Lt John W. Gates, also a squadron commander, On 22 April,

17. Ltr 461st AAF BU (H-1-4), 333 "Report of Activities of
the Air Inspector for April," 1 May 1944, per 4.
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Training Officer Lt James A. Lynch delivered an i1lluminating
lecture on current events. The fifth Saturday in April was
devoted to presentation of a confidential War Department Film
entitled "Ramrod to Emden,® and a current events summary by
Pfe Guy~r C., Mitchell, one of the permanent party men.

| In lighter vein, two parties during April helped
sugtain the morale of the permanent party of the 46lst AAF
Base Unit. The firet, a dance at the Hotel Californian in
Ffesno for Squadron A men, was promoted by Cpl Samuel M.
Nadisch and a group of volunteers from the squadron. It was
presented at no cost to the Squad@on Fund, which was tempor-
arily frozen in anticipation of the transfer of the organize-
tion to Lemoore. The dance was held on 12 April. On the
next night, another permanent party entertalnment presented
exclusively f or colored personné%’of Squadron C was a dinner
at the Hughes Hotel, Fresno. Col Louis L. Roberts, Commanding
,O0fficer of the Base Unlt, Lt James B. McCallum, Commanding
Officer of Squadron C, and Lt Robert M. Lomaex and Lt Robert
B. Blggin were guests of honor at the dinner.

The 8pecial Service Section of the 46lst AAF Bage

Unit in April began a weekly wenture in entertainment for
casual personnel of the organization. It was concelved as

a Talent Night to be presented every Thursday in the Base
Service Club. The first &f the series of programs waé pre~

manted hefore EOO anlisted men en 20 April, under the direc-

tlon of 8peclal Service Officer Lt Prince H., Beebe., A gecond
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and even more successful program, entitled "Black Out,* was
presented 27 April. In addition to the soldier talent vol-
unteered for the performance, coeds from Fregno State Teachers
College and the Hammer Field Bombasies contributed to the en-
tertsinment. Most popular among the features of the show were
a Bageball quiz and "Truth or Consequences. Master of Ceremo-
nies was Fresno USO Director Ed Hennesy. The featured indivi-
dual perfofmer, who drew even more attention than the dancing
coeds, was eleven year oldq Freddie Oliver, Fresno, & singing
Cowboy Troubador. ‘

Credit for the program, according to Lt Beebe's re-
. port, 1s due Pvt Morey Samuel, a casual, who kept enough acts
together for a show, despilte thé fact that key men of four of
the acts were shipped from the organization in the eleventh
hour on Thursday morning. =

Inevitably coming into mind in connection with the

morale of the personnel, and particularly during the Easter

1

JUEIn3 ' I

N e e

Eagter Chapel at Mt.Owens Rifle Range
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seagon, the work of the unit Chaplains comes into considera-~
tlon, Easter Sunday wae & colorful climax in th® work of the

461st AAF Base Unit Chaplains. Personnel of the organization
SRR j : .

Capt David H. Peeples (Center), 46lst
AAF BU Chaplain with 460th Base Unit

Chaplains who conducted Base Eagter Serviges
at Hammer Field attended the superbly beautiful service held

in the Bage Chapel, where 461lst AAF Bage Unit Chaplain David
H. Peeples partiocipated 1n the ministry. Even more striking,

Eister Bervices Heid in Base Gha—ﬂf




however, was the simple ceremony at Camp Mt. Owens.18 Music
was furnished by the 572nd Army Air Force Band, which tra-
velled to the camp for the occasion. Services were conduc-
ted by 46lst AAF Bage Unit Chaplain Huntley C. Lewis.

It may have been the motivation of the Easter Spir-
1t or the recognition of a truly worthy cawee that prompted
the enthusiastic support given by the 46lgt AAF Base Unit to
the first month'se membership campalign for the Army Air Force
Ald Society. Fourteen hundred memberships wére accounted for
when total contributions of nearly two thousand dollars were
turned in on 10 A.pril.19

Another worthy cauee that received substantial,
though unsolicited, support in the 461st AAF Base Unit was
the American Red Cross. Contriﬁutions from a single squadron,
T-11, totalled nearly twenty percent of all the donations off
all organizations at Hammer Field.?0

18, See Appendix A-5 for Mt. Owens Easter Chapel Program.
19. 461st AAF BU Dailly Bulletin #13, par 1, 13 Apr 1944;
See Agiendix B-6.
0. BOMBAY, Hammer Field, Calif., 12 Apr 44; See Appendix A-3,



